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To the Agricultural Adviser to the Government of India, No. 44, dated 
13th January 1916. Informs him that the Hon'ble Mr. Lalubhai 
Samaldas, C.I.E., Bombay, and Rai Jawala Prasad Bahadur, Govern¬ 
ment Pleader, Arrah, have been invited to attend the Conference on 
Agricultural Education at Pusa on the 4th February 1916, and sanc¬ 
tions the grant to each of these gentlemen of the usual travelling and 
halting allowances under the Civil Service Regulations to a first class 
Gazetted officer. Authorises him to meet the expenditure on this 
account as well as any other expenses in connection with tlm conference 
itself bv re-appropriation from savings anticipated in hisbudget esti¬ 
mates for 1915-16, under the head of “ Salaries of Gazetted Officfcrs^ 
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Endorsement No. 45, dated idem. Copy forwarded to the Finance Depart¬ 
ment for information. 
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To the Government of the United Provinces, telegram ^To. 24>1-Ci, flatefi 
18th January 1916. States that the attendance of Mr. de la Fosse at 
Pusa on the 4th February is not essential, but that it is hoped that it 

may be possible for him to arrive Pusa on 5th or 6th. 
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To B. Coventry, Esq., C.I.E., Agricultural Advfser to the Government of 
India ; G. F. Keatinge, Esq., C.I.E., Director of Agriculture, Bombay ; 
J, MacKenna, Esq., M.A., I.C.S., Deputy Commissioner, Myaungmya, 
(Burma) ; A. C. Dobbs, Esq., Deputy Director of Agriculture, Bihar 
and Orissa ; R. W. B. C. Wood, Esq., Principal, Agricultural College, 
Coimbatore, Madras; D. Clouston,-Esq.,‘Deputy Director of Agri- ■ 
culture, Central Provinces; G . 1 ClaAe, Es^ Agricultural Chemist, 
United Provinces ; J. H. Barnes, Esq., Agricultural Chemist and 
Principal of the Agricultural College, Lyallpur; the Hon'ble 
Mr. C. F. de la Fosse, Director of Public Instruction, United Provinces; 
S. H. Fremantle, Esq., C.I.E., -Collector of Allahabad ; The Hon'ble 
Mr. J. G. Camming, C.I.E., Bengal; The Hon’blo Mr. H. Sharp, 
C.S.I., C.I.E., Department of Education*, (£ovteniihent of India ; The 
Hon'ble Mr. Lalubhai Samaldas, C.I.E., Bombay,.and Rai Jawala 
Prasad, Bahadur, Arrah, letters Nos. 264-277-C., dated 21st Janu¬ 
ary 1916. Forwards a copy of the heads for discussion at the 
Conference on Agricultural Education which will meet at Pusa on the 
4th February 1916. 

8 

i 

9 

Press Cotomiini4u^ dated'l>6lhi, the list Jatiriary 1916! 1 PubUshes th& 1 
decision of the Government of India ttr'&mvehe a small informal Con¬ 
ference on Agricultural Education at Pusa on 4th February 1916, under 
the presidency of the Htfa'ble Mr. C; B.' A*. HiU, C!&ii i jS.IlEvI.G5r,) 
to discuss the subject in all its bearings, and summarises the main 
questions which will come under the consideration of the Conference. 
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10 

From Rai Jawala Prasad Bahadur, B.A., LL.B,, Judge-Designate, Patna 
High Court, dated 2nd February 1916. Regrets his inability 
to attend the Conference on Agricultural Education ; offers certain 
remarks on the subjects proposed to be taken up at the Conference, and 
requests to be supplied with a copy of the Proceedings of the 
Conference. 

5 
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11 

From Rai Jawala Prosad Bahadur, B.A., LL.B., dated 11th 
February 1916. Forwards a letter from one Laxmi Narain of Auranga¬ 
bad suggesting that his magazine “ Grihastha 33 should be encouraged 
by the Agricultural Department. Requests to be supplied with a copy 
or the full report of the Proceedings of the Pusa Conference and of the 
Resolutions passed thereat. Adds that an* Agricultural School near 
Behea in the Arrah District can, with profit to the pnblio and to the 
Department, be started, ^ __ 

6 
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12 | 

To Itai Bahadur Jawala Prasad, No, 343-G., dated 22nd February 1916. 
Acknowledges receipt of his letters, and states that {hey will receive 
due attention when the report of the Proceedings of the Agricultural, 

. Copfereivce held.at pusa on.the 4th Februaiy 12l6, w is.repeived v . 
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AGRICULTURE—A, MARCH 1916. 
Nos. 6—12. 


(1) RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE IN INDIA, Fife 6 4 
1913, REGARDING AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION. of 191.6. 


(8) CONFERENCE ON AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION AT PUSA ON 4TH AND 
_ _ _ 5TII FEBRUARY 1916. 

Fbou the. Agricultural Advises to the Government op India,, No. 30.44, dated 13th 

January 1914. 


Submit* the Proceeding* of the 8th Meeting of the Hoard of Agriculture in India held at 
Coimbatore, Madras Presidency,. on the Qth December 19X8 and follauting day*, and 
state*- that, the Proceedings have been recorded by Mr. A. C. Dobhc^,Assistant to the Agricul¬ 
tural Adviser to the Government of India. 


From the Agricultural Advisee to the Government of India, No. 3416, dated 27th 

January 1914. 


A pros., 
A'»l. 1914, 
2s us. 36 to 

4 ». 

y. 60 . 


Makes proposals for the disposal of the various recommendations made by the 8th Meeting of 
the Board in India, held, at Coimbatore in December 1813. 


This may go to. Simla Office fqr disposal, Mr. MacKenna tails, me he wOl send six 
printed copies as Boon as he can. Meanwhile his letter can he printed up and files, prepared. 
We may deal separately with— 

(i) papers about cattle-fodder, dairying, etc. 

(ii) papers about Agricultural Education, and 


(iii) the other papers. 


E. D Maolagan,— 3-2-14. 

above—Agricultural Education. Mr. MacKennaY note- 


N\ 


This file deals with No. (ii) 

on Agricultural Education which forms Appendix E to the Proceedings of the Board of Agri¬ 
culture goes very fully into the history and progress of Agricultural Education in India. With 
2 preference to the PresidenfcY opening remarks on this subject it may be noted that the Board 

of Agriculture at its second meeting io January 1906 recorded the following Resolutions* Pro ^ 

"The Board considers that some form of degree or diploma should be conferred by Provincial April 1906, 
Agricultural Colleges. In view of the danger that diplomas conferred by individual colleges 
should have a different value, and to secure uniformity, it soggests that a combined diploma * * i * m} 
should be giveD and that the Government of India be moved to recognise it as equal to the ' / 

B.A. degree. As regards the exact title conferred, the Board considers that some such title 
as Licentiate of Agriculture (L. Ag.) may suitably be givenThis Resolution was consi¬ 
dered by the Government of India and referred to Local Governments and Administrations for 
opinion in Circular No. 30-28-41,t dated 18th October 1907. The conclusions arrived at by Pros, 
the Government of India were as follows October 1907, 

Jst % —-The Provincial Agricultural Colleges should not be affiliated to any University. 


2nd .—Each Agricultural College should be controlled by the Director of Agriculture with 
the advice of the Director of Publio Instruction. 


of 1906.) 


2 b - 


3/4.—‘The length of the course at each Agricultural College should be three years, and 
endeavour should be made to arrange that, so far as practicable, there should be uniformity 
in the educational test for admission, in the standard of the curriculum and in the standard 
of the final examination. 


4th —Agricultural Colleges should give a diploma in agriculture, passed students being; 
designated Licentiates of Agrioulture. 

5*A—Each Agricultural College should make its own arrangements for the examination 
for the diploma, indenting for assistance in conducting the examinations, if require^ on Pusa 
and elsewhere. 

1 The title of (L. Ag.) should be recognised in all offioial publications, and the 
diploma should eventually be recognised as equivalent to the B.A t or B.Sc. degree as a 
qualification for Government appointment in poets for which a good general education combined 
with agricultural training is suitable. 

On receipt of Looal Governments replies the Resolution passed by the Board of Agri¬ 
culture in 19U0 was further considered in the light of the opinions of Local Governments 
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•A, Pro*, and Administrations, and a Resolution No* 1-284-10*, dated 4th January 1910, was issued 
Jany. lew, i a yj D g down the policy in regard to Agricultural Education* This policy is briefly summarised 
(File No. $&4 in Secretary's notet of September 1912 as follows In the year 1906 arrangements were 
of 1907)* q made for introducing a fairly uniform curriculum in all the colleges, which entails a three 
years' course of study. At the end of these three years successful students may be granted in 
t B. f Proa me stool leges a degree of u Licentiate of Agriculture ” (L. Ag*), and Local Governments are at 
JjvL liberty to treat this degree as equivalent to a degree in Arts or Science. In the Poona College 
No, 235b ' alone the degree is given as that of a " Bachelor of Agriculture " and this college remains ai^ 

before affiliated to the Bombay University. As regards the other colleges the polioy has been 
to place them under the direct control of the Local Agricultural Departments and to maintain 
them as institutions independent of the universities ”. 

2. As stated by Mr. MacKenna in his opening address and in his note on Agricultural 
Education prepared for the Quinquennial Review on the Progress of Education in India, 
1908-1913, “ experience has shown that the courses originally prescribed in the standard 
curriculum for Provincial Agricultural Colleges as laid down by the Board of Agriculture in 
1906 and amended in 1908 are in most cases not suited to the class of students that the col¬ 
leges are intended for and that Provincial reports are almost unanimous in tone. In Bombay, 
while the percentage of passes in the examination is high, the question of the utility of, and 
demand for, the course is obscured by its being made a road to a degree. College graduates 
or the subordinate staff have with very few exceptions continued to show no power to develop 
any original turn. In Madras there is noted in graduates “ a lack of intelligent inquisitive¬ 
ness and power of independent thought.” Similarly in the Punjab ff there is too much cram 
and too little power of practical application.” 

The division of the course into two parts and its extension to four years has been proposed, 
and there is no doubt that if the full course, as prescribed by the Board of Agriculture, is to be 
properly taught, euch an extension is absolutely necessary in every Province. The Coimbatore 
College has already arranged for a preliminary two years' course which is to be Agricultural, 
with lectures on popular science but no Laboratory work. If the oourse of popular science is 
to reoeive an agriculture bias by the use of the phenomena of agriculture as a framework for 
the teaching of elementary science, the experiment is likely to give very valuable results from 
the point of view of rural secondary education.” The qnestionof the extension of the Diploma 
f Profl - coarse was also noticed by Agricultural Adviser in hie tour notes J for Maroh-April 1913 and 

^ y i2. we recentI y received demi-officially from the Director of Agriculture, Bihar and Orissa a copy 
v No.18.) * of a letter § from Mr. E. J. Woodhouse, Principal of the labour Agricultural College, on the 
subject of tbe educational policy to be adopted with regard to the Sabour Agricultural College. 

• ew Pi for s*pt ^ uote Mr * ^ Barnes, Principal of the Agricultural College, Punjab, and a note on 
! Sis. ° r (jftk the proposed alterations in the course at the Agricultural College, Coimbatore, are included as 
No . 112.) Appendices to the Proceedings of the Board of Agriculture. 

3. In Resolution No. IX the Board express their approval of the proposed two years’ 
preliminary course for the Coimbatore College and suggest it as suitable for the consideration 
of other Provinces. This may be referred to Local Governments for consideration. The 
course has been framed to suit the requirements of Madras only, but other Provinces will no 
doubt consider the advisability of modifying their own college curricula on the same lines. It 
will be observed from the discussions that it was made clear that while Deputy Directors had 
approved the course referred to as likely to give certain qualifications, there was no intention 
of suggesting that such a course should be given at every Provincial College. 

4. .Resolution X—The Board endorse the opinion of the Educational Committee expressed 
in the eighth paragraph of their report that the general standard embodied in the Matriculation 
or University Entrance Examination does not provide a sufficient basis to enable a student to- 
take full advantage of the higher instruction obtainable in the existing Agricultural Colleges 
in India. The Board recommend that a general higher eduoation is necessary in all students 
admitted to 6uch a course. With reference to this please see paragraph 5 of Resolution No. 

||A., Jany. 1-234-10, J dated 4th January 1910, in which tbe test for admission was fixed as the Matri- 
culation Examination or some examination of approximately equal difficulty. 'The Lieu- 
Y 0 55 ^/tenant Governor oftbeJate Province of Eastern Bengd and Assam preferred that a definite 
1907.) n fltandard for all Provinces should be presorted and that it should not be less than the Inter- 
Q. mediate Examination. The Government of India however considered that the arrangements 
proposed were sufficient to secure the objects they had in view, and that the question of pres¬ 
cribing a higher test for admission should be deferred until further experience was gained It 
will be seen from the discussions that Dr. Kunjan Pillai agreed that a higher qualification was 
necessary, but suggested laying this down more definitely. He proposed the P.A. or Inter¬ 
mediate Standard. Sir Alfred Bourne however opposed the idea of recommending any specified 
standard as he thought that it was entirely a matter for the Principal, whose judgment could 
be trusted as to whether the student possessed the necessary qualifications. Resolution X mav 
be referred to Local Governments for consideration.' * 


N*1r ^ 


6. Besolulion Xi.—This Resolution was moved by Mr. Woodhouse and is based on his 
Tailed Papers experience of the history If of the Behar Department. We have at present urder consideration 
*°'l. Sep*, proposals for increasing the superior and subordinate staff of the Bebar Department of Aerieul- 
Xo 112) ^ I t,s , Weve| - {or . consideration whether the Government of India should endorse 

} this Resolution especially with regard to the recommendation that a considerable 

vJ- v.'p 
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expansion of the superior staff in all Provinces anl in all Branches of the Department is 
desirable. The policy o£ the Government of India has been to make applications for the 
appointment of additional officers only when the necessity arises, while the Secretary of State 
is against* any increase in the superior staff of Agricultural experts in India. In this connexion 
please see, however, Agricultural Adviser's note! on Achievements of materia! value by the 
Agricultural Departments in India and the future problems which lie before them. In this 
note the Agricultural Adviser made recommendations for a considerable inorease in the Imperial 
Staff. Secretary's note of 20th August 1912 written in connexion wiih Agricultural Adviser's 
note may be read. For the reasons explained in Secretary's note it was proposed that we should 
ask the Secretary of State, with the concurrence of the Finance Department, to oonfer formal 
sanction to the creation of 23 new posts, viz. } 16 Deputy Directors, 5 Engineers, 1 Botanist and 
1 Agriculturist, it being left to us to make application for the appointment of officers from time 
to time when the necessity arose. It was however decided not to put forward any proposals 
for the general development of the Department. In regard to the subordinate establishment 
the Guvemmeot of India have generally agreedj to proposals submitted by Local Governments 
for the expansion of such staff, but it will be seen from paragraph 3 of our letter No. 150,§ 
dated 3rd February 1910, regarding the creation of three posts of Assistant Directors of Agri* j 
culture in the United Provinoes that the Government ot India have deliberately refrained from 
creating a number of posts on high pay in the Provincial Agricultural Service in the hope of 
- subsequently being able to fill them with Indians with the necessary qualifications. Their 
policy has been to employ good men as they become available on liberal salaries each case being 
treated on its merits and not as part of a general scheme, and consequently it has been consiJer- 
Vide Memorandum prepared by this Department ed unnecessary and impossible to create high posts 
for the Public Service Com tnisiloo. m a service to which no present officers could hope 

to rise for a considerable number of years ani to fill which it is not certain that they will be 
qualified, unless and until qualified men are available. In view however of Resolution XI 
passed by the Board of Agriculture and the discussions on this Resolution it is for consideration 
whether the matter should be referred to Local Governments for opinion in the first instance. 
It see ns des rable to get the opinions of Local Governments on this Resolution as it forms part 
of the scheme of Agricultural Education in India, and this may perhaps be done with the con¬ 
currence of Finance Department, but the Government of India need not commit itself to any 
definite promise of a considerable expansion of the superior staff iu all Provinces and in all 
blanches of the Department. 

0. Resolution XH .—As a necessary consequence of Rjsolution XI the Board recommend 
that the following Resolution passed in 19U6 || should be revoked :— 

u The Board considers that some form of degree or diploma should be conferred by Provin¬ 
cial Agricultural Colleges. In view of the danger that diplomas conferred by individual colleges 
should have a different value and to secure uniformity it suggests that a oombined diploma 
should be given, and that the Government of India be moved to recognise it as equal to the 
B.A, degree. As regards the exact title conferred, the Board consider that some such title as 
(< Licentiate of Agriculture (L. Ag.), may suitably be given. 

This may perhaps be referred to Local Governments for consideration and, as suggested 
by Agricultural Adviser, they may be assured that as explained by him, the revocation of the 

'Rnanlnfmn will in Tin wav aaIIaopj wViinh am wnrkinr? Successfully Up tO the standard 


♦ A., PrM, 
Jany. 1907, 
Nos. 86 and 
89. (FiU No . 
14.) 

A., Pros., 
Novr. 1912, 
Nos. 64 and 
65. (FiU No. 
149.) 

+ A. Sppt., 
1013, No. 2S. 
{FiU, No. 
239.) 

t A , April 
1911, Nua.26 
and 80. (FiU 
No. 214 of 

1910. ) 

A., Pros. 

Angt. 1911, 
No. 1. (FiU 
No. 236.) 
A., Pros, Apl. 

1911, Nob. 81 
and 82. (FiU 
No. 271 of 
1910.) 

5 A, Peby. 
1910, Nob. 2 
and 3. (FiU 
No. 297 of 
1909.) 


|| A., Pros., 
April 1908, 
Noa. 1 to 17.' 
(File No. 23.) 

r/b r 


Resolution will in no way affect oolleges which are workin; 
curriculum. 


7, Resolution XIIL —With reference to this Re solution please see the reoommendationlT **1900 

made by the Board of Agriculture at its fifth meeting in 19 >9, that a permanent Committee Nos. 11 to 14 . 5 

should be formed to advise oo matters relating to Agricultural Education both at Pusa and (File No. 54.) 
in tho Provinces. The Government of India were unable to approve of this proposal for the A, » * j 

reasons given in letter** No. 1^40*210-1, dated 29th November 1909. From paragraph 5 of (File 

this letter it will be seen that the question of co-operation between the Educational and Agri- No. 210) 
cultural authorities did not arise directly out of the recommendation of the Board of Agricul- 
ture, but the subject was suggested for consideration by the Board at its meeting in 1910,. and * 2 q 
with reference to the improvement of the preliminary training of boys likely ultimately to No. 67) 
enter Agricultural Colleges, or to be engaged in agricultural pursuits. The subject was 
accordingly brought up for discussion at the Board’s meeting in 1910, vide items 51-54 of 
the Proceedings and the Report of Committee *G’, Appendix F., to the Proceedings 
of the Board or Agriculture for 1910.’ With reference to this please see paragraph 4 of the 
Agricultural Adviser's letter No. 420, dated 9th August 1910. In paragraph 8 of this Depart¬ 
ments Circular No, 16-67-7, dated 21st September 1910, Local Governments were told that the 
proposals were under separate consideration, but no farther action oo the subject appears to 
have been taken. The matter was however noticed in paragraph 3 of this Department's 
Resolution No. 1-284-10,ft dated 4th January 1910, in whioh the Government of India drew 19l ° 9 

attention to the great importance of arranging to keep the Agricultural aud Educational Noe. 27 to 3 £ 
Departments in close touch with one another in suoh manner as may be most suitable in eachf^’k No. 2$4 
Province. With regard to the Resolution now passed by the Board of Agriculture (No. XII) ^W.) 
the matter may, as suggested by Agricultural Adviser be left to Local Governments, The 
Government of India will perhaps not consider it neces-ary to form a special committee or 
commission to go into the matter as a whole. The Education Departmeut may see wi*& 
reference to this for advice. 
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In connexion with the disc missions on this Rosolut ion regarding the teaching of Agri¬ 
culture in primary rural schools it may be noted t hat this question was recently discussed in 
this Department on the report of Salvation Army Silk Centres in India and Ceylon. It will be 
T seen from the notes in B., November 1013, No. 22, File No. 233, that the policy now is that no 
attempt should be made to teaoh agriculture as part of the curriculum^ in either primary or 
secondary schools, and that the view uow taken is that instead of teaching agriculture in _ B ^ 1 < J“ 
schools, arrangements should be made to impart to the general scheme of education a markedly 
agricultural colour and to encourage powers of observation and the study of nature by special 
reference to the natural surroundings of the schools. 

8, Resolution XIV ,—This may be commended to the consideration of Local Governments; 

9. It will perhaps not be considered necesmcy at present to issue a Resolution on the 
subject of Agricultural Education as suggested by the Agricultural Adviser, but it would per¬ 
haps be preferable in the first instance to aidress a Circular to Local Governments' embodying 
the view* of the Go\ eminent of India and asking for their opinion on the whole question* 
In referring the various Resolution* for the comsiderafcionof Local Governments the. sngges- 

, tions and recommendations in paragraphs 12-14 of the Agricultural Adviser's letter* may be 

Ctt 3 c ^ acted upon. On receipt of Local Governments 1 replies it will perhaps then be considered 

advisable to issue a general Resolution dealing with the whole question of Agricultural Educa¬ 
tion. The Education Department should first see. 

A* E« R.,—"27*2*14. 

C.tt M. # —28-2-14. 


The question of Agricultural Education was muoh the most, important and difficult of 
those discussed by the Board of Agriculture at its recent meeting. The Board’s Proceedings 
make a large addition to the already very voluminous literature on the subject. 


• Vide Agricultural Adviser’s tour notes in B, 
July 1913, No. 12. (File Fo.18.) 

Appendix £ (2) to Board's Proceedings, 
f Filed Papers for September 1913, (File No* 
112 .) 

Appendix B. (4) to Proceedings. 


? 
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2. We are faced with the fact that oar Agricultural Experts are all agreed that the 
system of Agricultural Education sofar adopted in our Colleges has been a failure, an absolute 

failure in the case of the Colleges at Lyallpur* and 
Sabourt and a relative failure in the case of Cawn- 
pnre and of the Colleges in Southern India at 
Nagpur, Poona and Coimbatore. The Colleges 
have failed to attract the right sort of men ; they 
have failed either to give the son of landhold¬ 
ers a suitable equipment of agricultural know* 
ledge or to turn out men capable of filling posts in the Agricultural Department. The cause 
of this failure is primarily the attempt to enforce uniformity in all Provinces by stretching their 
-- t A. April 1906, Noe. i to 17. * (File No, 28,) Colleges oil the Procrustean bed of the standard 

^ A., September i»08, Nos. 33 to 86 . (Bile No. 66.) curriculum^ of 1906, in spite of the different 
standards of development both of education and of scientific agriculture which has been reached 
in different parts of India. The result has been that the education given has started from 
the top, instead of, as it should have done, from the bottom, and that it has aimed at imparting 
high scientific knowledge to men whose general educational attainments have prevented their 
assimilating such knowledge. The only real successes which can be placed to the credit of the 
different Agricultural Departments in the matter of education are those which have been 
achieved by the short courses in the vernacular on various subjects and by the vernacular 
Agricultural School which has been started in Bombay. 


3. The remedy for this state of affairs proposed by the Board of Agriculture appears to 
amount, in effect, to a complete revision of the curriculum of the Agricultural Colleges which 
would recognise that their aim must be to turn out two different classes of men. The first of 
these would consist of the sons of landholders who intend to take up farming and who require 
for that purpose not high scientific attainments but a practical knowledge of agriculture, and of 
recruits ior the lower staff of the Agricultural Department. The second would consist of the 
sons of men of independent means who require an Agricultural Education for its own sake and 
of recruit* for the Upper Subordinate Staff of the Agricultural Department. The eduoation of 
both olasees could proceed on the same line up to a oertain point. At that point, the education 
of the first class would stopu The second class would go on to obtain the scientific knowldege, 
an endeavour to impart which to all students is now made throughout the whole course in all 
tbe Agricultural Colleges. The Madras Government are already taking steps in the direction 
§ Appendix E (8) to Board’s Proceeding®. indicated and a two years’ preliminary ooars«s§ has 

accordingly been proposed for the Coimbatore 
College. Their course will consist almost entirely of, instruction in Agriculture on the 
farm and in the lecture rooms. Men who have entered the College with higher general educa¬ 
tional qualifications or succeed in obtaining them during the preliminary course will proceed to 
a study of the sciences connected with agriculture. The first Resolution of the Board on the 
subject of Agricultural Education (Resolution No. IX) approves the proposed preliminary course 
for the Coimbatore College and suggests it as suitable for consideration by other Provinces. 
The second Resolution (Resolution No. X) that the genera! standard of eduoation embodied in 
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the Matriculation or University Entrance Examination does not provide a sufficient basis 
# to enable a student to take advantage of the higher instruction obtainable in the existing 
Agricultural Colleges and that a general higher education is necessary for all students admit'ed 
to such a course i6 also practically an endorsement of the policy which it is proposed to follow 
at Coimbatore, i.e. 7 that only those students with higher educational qualifications should be 
permitted to proceed to the second two years’ course* 

4. In its third Resolution (No. XI), the Board asserts that one of the principal causes of 
the failure of some of the Agricultural Colleges to attract students in any considerable 
number has been a lack of the preliminary wide development of the experimental and 
district work of the Agricultural Department and that until such experimental and district 
work has been muoh more developed and a large number of trained officers of high 
calibre have been working in the Provinces for a considerable time, it is unwise to carry out 
a high scientific course at the Colleges as a simpler course would probably meet all the 
existing needs for Agricultural Education. By u trained offioers of high calibre” the Board 
means officers of the Indian Agricultural Service, a considerable expansion in the st iff of 
which in all provinces, it goes on to add, seems desirable. In this Resolution, the Board 
has, I venture to think, to a certain extent " put the cart before the horso.” The superior 
staff in the different Provinces can only be increased within certain very definite limits 
and even if it is increased to the maximum permitted by those limits, it will require, 
in order to ensure a wide development of experimental and district work, properly trained 
subordinates. An increase in the superior staff though a very important, perh.ips the most 
important factor, is not in itself sufficient to ensure the wide development required. In pass¬ 
ing this Resolution, the Board probably had in mind the Agricultural Colleges at Lyallpur 
and Sabour. But, even iu the case of those colleges which have secured a smafi measure 
cf success, it cannot, I think le maintained that this has been due to the fact that there was 
a pre-existing wider development of Agricultural and district work. All provinces started 
on much the same level in this respect The Agricultural Colleges are, or should be made 
the proper means of providing the properly trained instruments. The High scientific course 
at the College and the wide developnent of experimental and district work should go band 
in hand and the latter cannot entirely precede the former. In this connection, it may be 
pointed out that in paragraph 13 of his letter, the Agricultural Adviser asks that the particular 
attention of Local Governments should be drawn to paragraph 7 of the Education Committee's 
Report; “ that the Colleges must, in their early stages, be considered principally as training 
grounds for the staff of the Agricultural Department/' Iu the last sub-paragraph of paragraph 
14 of hie letter, he says that the Upper Subordinate Staff might be trained by the Deputy 
Directors if they wera'given a free hand in the selection of men for training. This seems some¬ 
what inconsistent. If Deputy Directors can train the Upper Subordinate Staff what is the 
necessity for Agricultural Colleges at all except t> turn out the few men required for such posts 
as Assistant Directors or Assistant Professors, who could equally well be trained at one central 
institution such as Pusa ? Mr. Barnes, the Principal of Lyallpur Coiiege, does not shrink from 
what seems the logical inference to be drawn from the second of th3 Agricultural Adviser's 
remarks referred to above, when he says that in his opinion the machinery of Agricultural 
Education would have been more efficiently run with only one college for the whole of India and 
with research stations and experimental farms iu each Province. At this stage of development 
such a proposal cannot of course be considered seriously. The Agricultural Colleges have come 
to stay and what has to be decided is how they can be put to the best use. 

5. The Board goes on to add that the present pay and prospects of the subordinate staff of 
the Agricultural Department in most Provinces are not sufficiently attractive and should, where 
necessary, be increased The Resolution therefore amounts, in effect, to a statement that the 
Agricultural Colleges have failed to attract students beoause the openings in Government 
service at the end of the College course are not sufficiently numerous or attractive and that in 
order to get a better class of student, it is necessary to increase the posts in and improve the pay 
of the Subordinate Agricultural Service, to do which involves at the same time an increase in 
the superior cadre of the Department. This conclusion must, I think, be accepted. If the 
work of the Agricultural Department is to develop in the direction and to the extent that it 
is desirable that it should, the character of the Subordinate Agricultural Service will have 
to be very considerably improved. Mr. Cl oust on’s opinion in this conuexion deserves consi¬ 
deration. He says that in the Central Provinces the men who have persevered and completed 
the three years' course of the present standard curriculum and have been taken into the 
Department are not the kind of men who are wanted. The services of many of them have 
been dispensed with at the end of their probationary period as Agricultural Assistants 
and many have had to he kept on who were below the mark, because of their having been 
drawn from the non-a^ricultural classes. If this is the case in the Central Provinces, which 
is universally acknowledged to possess the most efficient Agricultural Department in India, it 
must be still more the case in other Provinoes. 

6. The last Resolution of the Board (No. XII) directly considered with 1 Agricultural 
Education as given in the Agricultural Colleges is a resolution revoking one passed in 19( 6 
in which the Board stated that some form of degree or diploma should bs conferred by 
Provincial Agricultural Colleges, that in order to secure such a diploma having uniform 
value, a combined diploma should be given which should be recognised as equal to 
the B.A. degree and that the title to be conferred by the diploma might be Licen¬ 
tiate of Agriculture. This Resolution is the natural outcome of the Board's opinion as 
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expressed in the previous Resolution of the unwisdom of expecting all the Colleges in n la 
to work on the same curriculum and of the undesirability of the attempt to carry out a 
A. f Pro* high scientific course at some of them. The Agricultural Adviser wishes the Govern- 
meot of India to explain that this Resolution will in no way affeel Colleges wine are 
(File No. 28») successfully working up to the standard curriculum. It would be interesting to know w ich 

^ colleges he considers are successfully working up to the standard curnoulum. Lyallpur 

I and Sabour certainly are not. Madras does not apparent^ consider that Coimbatore is doing 

• a „ /ow n mp n so or it.would not propose such drastic changes* 

•Appendix E (a) to Board's Proceed, ng,. ; n curricu i um r there. There are only left 

Cawnpore, Poona and Nagpur. Mr. Cloustou, at any rate does not appear to think that the 
results of working up to the standard curriculum in the latter college are anything to be 

! >roudof. At Cawnpore the oomplaint is that the proportion of students connected with the 
and is much too small. 

7. The action which should betaken on these four Resolutions by the Government of India 
can now be discussed, consideration of the two remaining Resolutions being deferred for the 
present. The Agricultural Adviser says that the Government of India will probably desire 
to issue a general Resolution on the subject of Agricultural Education, and thinks that if 
such a Resolution were to issue, it should give an historical resum 6 of the situation and should 
proceed to endorse the Resolutions of the Board. Put briefly, the effect of this would be to 

»< 4 . «/ow * n suggest to Local Governments the adoption 

tAppcnd,* E (9) to Board . Trococd-ng.. ^ Coimbatore Scheme+ for d j vid i ng tbe course 

at the colleges into two periods of twD years each, the first period of which would be devoted 
to a practical agricultural courre, and the second period to the special training of men with 
superior qualifications who had gone through the first period. The Lyallpur and Sabour 
Colleges would for the present confine themselves entirely to the first course, the Local Gov¬ 
ernments of Bihar and Orissa and tho Punjab meanwhile endeavouring to secure such an 
addition to the superior cadre of the Agricultural Department in those Provinces and an 
improvement iu the pay and prospects of the subordinate service as would ensure a wide deve¬ 
lopment of experimental and district work and so create n demand for higher agricultural 
training which the colleges would eventually meet., 


8 . I venture with great respect to think that, whilst it is desirable that tbe Government 
of India should issue a general Resolution on the subject of Agricultural Education,, it is necessary 
that, before doing so, they should be in possession of the views of Local Governments on this 
most important find intricate subject. If the failures jn the past are due to the attempt to 
enforce uniformity on all Provinces, the only way to prevent the mistake being repeated 
appears to be to obtain the well considered views of all Local Governments and Administra¬ 
tions on the whole subject and then to decide in what Provinces circumstances-necessitate 
exceptions to any general policy which it is proposed to laydown. I therefore submit that 
the Resolutions of the Board may be forwarded to Local Governments and Administrations for 
an expression of their views after careful consideration and that they may be told that the 
Government of India whilst in general sympathy with the Resolutions propose to defer issuing 
a general Resolution on the subject until they are iu possession of the opinions of Lccal Gov¬ 
ernments. The views of the Government of India can then be embodied in the general 
Resolution explaining the policy to be followed in agricultural matters, the issue of which 
next year by this Department is under contemplation. 

9. There remain two other Resolutions on the subject of Agricultural Education to be 
considered. The first is Resolution No. XIII, in which the Board stated that it considered 
the question of sympathetic co-operation between the Educational and Agricultural Depart¬ 
ments in adapting rural education to rural needs to be one of great importance. The Agricul¬ 
tural Adviser thinks that the matter may be left to Local Governments unless the Government 
of India consider it a question of sufficient importance to warrant the formation of a Special 
Committee or Commission to go into the matter as a whole. As to this. Education Depart* 
ment may perhaps be asked to advise. If the suggestion made in the preceding paragraph is 
accepted and Local Governments are asked for their views on the remaining Resolutions regard¬ 
ing Agricultural Education they might perhaps be asked for their viewfc on this Resolution 
also, on receipt of which the general lines on which co-operation between the Educational and 
Agricutural Departments could be secured might be formulated. 

10. The last Resolution of the Board (No. XIV) that the experiment now being tried in 
Bombay of establishing vernacular Agricultural Sohools under the immediate supervision of 
the Agricultural Department is worthy of consideration by Local Governments may, as sug¬ 
gested by the Agricultural Adviser be oommended to the consideration of Looal Governments. 
The vernacular school at Poona appears to have so far been a great success. 

F. Noyce,— 6-8-14. 

We shall have ultimately to give a pronouncement on the questions raised by the Board 
and this may suitably be done in connection with the Resolution we propose to issue next winter 
on agricultural policy generally. In the meantime we may address the Local Governments of 
Provinces containing colleges regarding the Boards recommendations. We might say that we 
invite their attention to certain outstanding questions relating to the teaching of Agriculture 
in India. We would add that the subject is one which has increasingly forced itself on the notice 
of the Government of India in recent years, and that it was decided last year that this question 
should be placed for discussion before the Board of Agriculture which met at Coimbatore in 
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December 1913. From the proceedings of tbc Board of Agriculture which have already been 
forwarded to Local Governments, it will be^seen that a preliminary note on the whole subject 
was prepared by Mr. MacKenna, the officiating Agricultural Adviser to the Government of 
India and that further notes were made by Messrs. Barnes, Chadwick and Wocdhouse whioh 
are printed in an Appendix E of the proceedings of the Board. The points ^ issue were first 
discussed by a Sub-Committee consisting mainly of Deputy Directors of Agriculture whose 
conclusions arc reproduced in paragraphs 33 (2) to ( 4) of the Proceedings and then by a further 
Sub-Committee of the Board whose views are expressed in paragraphs 33 (5) to (15). The 
subject was then discussed by the Board at large (see paragraphs 31 to 40 of the Proceedings), 
and certain Resolutions were passed which are reproduced for convenience of reference below. It 
will be seen that these resolutions represent in some respects a considerable change of attitude as 
compared with that hitherto adopted by the Government of India aud their advisers on the 
subject of Agricultural Education. 

2. For an account of the progress hitherto made in Agricultural Education in India, it will 
suffice to refer to the summaries given in paragraphs 537 to 557 of the fourth and paragraphs 
361 to 874 of the fifth Quinquennial Review of the Progress of Education in India and the 
policy hitherto pursued is succinctly represented in paragraphs 36-37 of the Government of 

.r India Education Resolution* of the 11th March 

w } ss t saa ■&yi«nsSi 

use of the language employed in the last quoted Resolution, the present scheme of Agricultural 
Education may be said to date from the year 1905. Previous to that year, there was no central 
institution for research or teaching, and 6uch education as was then imparted in agriculture, 
was represented by two colleges and three schools in a more or less decadent condition. In the 
year 1905 a comprehensive scheme was envolved under which arrangements were made both 
for the practical development of agriculture by Government assistance and also for teaching and 
research in agriculture and subjects connected witb it. A central institution for research and 
higher education was established at Pusa. The existing schools and colleges were reconstitut¬ 
ed, improved and added to. Farms for experiment and demonstration were started, and as time 
went on a change was effected in regard to Agricultural Education in its earlier stages. As 
now constituted, tbe scheme of agricultural education has three main features, viz., (a) the 
provision of first class opportunities for the higher forms of teaching and research, (5) collegiate 
education and (c) the improvement of secondary and primary education. We would then 
refer briefly to the questions for consideration as they affect these three main classes of educa¬ 
tion respectively. 

8. Post-graduate *tudy .—The highest forms of Agricultural Education are provided for at 
the Pusa Research Institute and College which was opened for students in 190S. The Insti¬ 
tute mast now be regarded as primarily one for research, but it was not intended that its 
functions should be those of a research institute only. It has hitherto provided for two kinds 

f x Vide Pc Prospects* In B„ August 1912, Kos. o£ . for ^tndentB from all parts of India, 

2M9. (File No. I.) (a) f post-graduate course for two years 

l *•—**—■ <» » -■» lysyss h o sss^yas. 

Bacteriology and Entomology, etc., and (4) special courses of short periods in subjects such 
as cattle management, poultry fruitgrowing and lao, and si)k< production. The former class 
of course is undertaken oy a very few students, now 6ome seven or eight only, the latter by 
some 20 to 40 (19 last yeaT). The Board of Agriculture have not made any direct recom¬ 
mendations regarding the form of education to be given at Pusa, but if as a result of their 
suggestions the facilities for graduating at Provincial Colleges are seriously reduced, the 
Pusa post-graduate course must neoessarily be confined to an occasional student from the 
Provinoial Colleges and a qualified graduate or two from an Arts University. Id any case the 
numbers admitted must for a long time remain very small, and the post-graduate study must 
remain in most essentials an adjuoct to Research. So too the special oourses which were 
originally started to supply a need which the Provincial institutions in their undeveloped con¬ 
ditions were unable to meet will become fewer and more restricted as the Provincial Colleges 
expand their work. The teaching functions of Pusa will therefore for a considerable time to 
come be in the main confined to the higher training of a few exceptioral students, 1 but* with 
the fine equipment and laboratories and the admirable staff of officers available at Pusa it should 
hereafter be possible for an Indian student to obtain the highest education possible in most branches 
of agricultural sciences without leaving this country. It may eventually be found possible' to 
insist on a post-graduate course at Pusa as a condition of appointment to the higher grades of 
the Agricultural Service in India, but in the meantime a student who has gone through such 
a course should ordinarily be regarded as possessing qualifications superior to those of one who 
has obtained an ordinary degree or diploma in an Agricultural College in Europe or elsewere. 

x 4. Collegiate education .—The chief difficulties in India have arisen in connection with 
collegiate education and it i6 with these difficulties that the recommendations of the Board 
of Agriculture are mainly concerned. 

The policy of Government assistance to agriculture which was started in r 1904-05* was 
pursued on two concurrent lines of development, namely, (a) the provision of the nuoleus of an 1 
administrative staff for experiment and demonstration and (4) the institution of colleger for 
education and research. The former kind of assistance oould only be developed 6lowly and is 



8 


m.m 


still far from complete. The latter, involving as it did the provision of adequate buildings with 
a corresponding staff, was necessarily developed with greater rapidity and as a result there 
are now in India six colleges—each provided with a competent staff, and located in new an< * 
commodious buildings—at Coimbatore, Sabour, Nagpur, Poona, Cawnpore and Lyallpur, 
—» respectively. IJnder arrangements inaugurated bj the Board of Agriculture in 1906 the educa- 

tion given by these institutions has been standardised. To enter a college it is ordinarily 

® A 'L \ jr%i _ _ _ i ^ datiia eimilar ATaminftt.ifin. The OOUTSC 


P is for three years ! 

a • A, JaDy. 1910, Nob. 27 tc 34, (File So. 234 of 

A W.) 

n A., October* 1912, Nob. 19 to 20 (File So. 173.) 


necessary for a student to have passed the entrance or some similar examination. The course 
is for three years and is based on standard ourriculnm devised by the Board of Agriculture. 

The colleges (with the exception of Poona) are 
not affiliated* to any university and they give 
degrees of L. Ag. which may be accepted by 
Local Governments as equivalent to a degree in 
Arts or Science. And yet the colleges, speaking generally, have not been recognised as a 
success. The students have often not been of the right class. In some cases they have failed to 
come in sufficient numbers owing to the lAck of definite prospects Their preliminary education* 
has been defective and the instruction given in the colleges has not given them the equipment 
for their careers which is required. 


6. To. meet these defects the Board (speaking very briefly) desire 

(a) to abolish the degree of L. Ag., and to require a higher standard for entrance to the 
full course and to confine the oourse to Provinces where the stage of experimental and district 
work justify it; 


.(£) to initiate a shorter (2 years) course of a simpler and less scientific character. 

The recommendations of the Board have to be read along with the report of the Sub-Com¬ 
mittee which was adopted by the Board. From this it appears that the full course was to be 
for 3 or 4 years; that the curriculum was not necessarily to follow that laid down in 1906 and 
that this course was intended as a means (but not the only moans) of providing Upper Subordi¬ 
nates for the Agriculture Department. The two years* course, on the other hand, would be 
now to train Lower Subordinates for the Agriculture Department and such large landowners, 
oultivators, eto., as wished to profit by it, and the qualifications for entry to this course were 
not. to be pitched too high. The scheme is also not intended to preclude the colleges from 
giving independently, short courses of a few months, on special subjects. 

6. The portion of the scheme which deals with higher instruction involves a large 
departure from the policy hitherto in force. The colleges would still be institutions for 
experiment and research, but their functions as teaching centres, would be subject to material 
modifications. No attempt would be made to prescribe a uniform course of study ; the college 
education would not lead up to any recognised diploma and as a result any idea of affiliation to 
universities would be set aside. The higher oourse would be confined to men who start 
with a markedly superior education, and it would be, for a considerable time at least, restricted 
mainly to meeting the demand for the Upper Subordinate Staff oE the Agricultural Depart¬ 
ment. We might say that at present advised the Government of India are prepared to 
accept the soheme so far as to leave it to the Local Governments to decide in each case- 
the oharactcr and length of the course of higher education to be given in the colleges, it 
being added that colleges which are already teaching with euocess, the prescribed curriculum 
should be at liberty to continue doing so. The qualifications to be required for entrance 
should be left to Local Governments to decide, 60 long as they were not below the Entrance 
Standard : and the course would be intended in the main for providing the higher class of 
Agricultural officer below the Imperial Service; though it would not be compulsory for Local' 
Governments to confine their selection of suoh officers from persons who had gone through the 
course. In two points however the Government of India are not at present inclined to go 
quite as far as the Board of Agriculture suggest. In the first place they doubt if it will be 
necessary to do away altogether with the degree of L. Ag. and in colleges which provide a 
course of study which in the opinion of the Government of India is adequate, the Local 
Governments might well be allowed to continue granting the degree. And secondly it is 
in the opinion or the Government of India doubtful whether in deciding as to the restric¬ 
tion or otherwise of the higher course the Local Governments should be guided entirely 
by the state of development of experimental and district work. It is no donbt important 
that such work should be pushed forward where it is at present undeveloped, but if 
suitable candidates are forthcoming.and an adequate staff exists for giving the higher 
course of study, it does not seem advisable on somewhat uncertain conditions regarding 
the development of distriot and experimental work to refuse the necessary instruction and 
so to drive students to other institutions either in India or abroad. Subject however 
to these two modifications we might say that the general polioy recommended by the 
Board in respeot of the higher college education appears to the Government of India to be 
generally sound. 

7. As regards the shorter or two years course the Government of India might support 
the suggestion of the Board and recommend to the attention of Local Governments the 
proposal that there should be in each oollege a two years' course of this character. They 
would leave to Local Governments to decide in each case the qualifications required for 
entry and the course of study to be prescribed and they would further leave it to Local Govern¬ 
ments to decide whether the course should be in English or (as might be more suitable in some 
Provinces) in vernacular. 
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8. Secondary and Primary Education . 

As regards primary education the Board reiterates the policy already accepted by the Govern* 
ment of India that the teaching in primary schools should have a rural colouring and should, 
by means of nature study, elicit powers of observation of familiar objects, but that no attempt 
should be made to provide instruction in agrioulture or to demonstrate particular agricultural 
improvements. As regards the training of teachers in the teaching of nature study which is 
carried out by the Education Department the Board again makes the recommendation made 
by the Board of 1910. that agricultural officers should help in devising and inspecting the 
course of training prescribed and they further express the willingness of the Agricultural 
Departments to confer with the Education Department regarding the character of rural 
education generally. On these points the Government of India might express itself in 
agreement with the attitude of the Board but they would be glad to obtain from Local 
Governments a brief resume of the steps which have already been found possible for the 
Agricultural Department in connection with (1) the training of primary school teachers and (SI) 
the improvement of rural education. 

9. Withrespeot to secondary education the Board has endorsed theviews of the Board 
of 1910 which were, briefly, that secondary education in agriculture was, not wanted as a 
preliminary to further agricultural instruction and that in cases where secondary educa¬ 
tion in agriculture was on other grounds provided by a Local Government it should 
be supervised by the Agricultural as well as the Education Department. The Board now draws 
attention to the Vernacular Agricultural Schools which have been started in Bombay under the 
supervision of the Agricultural Department and which provide Agricultural and General 
Education by a two jears' course for boys of 14 to 16 years of age and con.mend the inetifcition 
of such schools as worthy of consideration by Local Governments. We might say that we 
understand that steps have already been taken in most provinces to reduce the secondary 
Agricultural Schools whioh previously existed under the Educaiiou Department and are 
inolined to think that a development in the direction indicated by the Bombay Schools referred 
to by the Board is oue which might suitably be undertaken by Local Governments as 
opportunity offers. We should however be glad to be favoured with the views of Local 
Governments regarding this and the other suggestions of the Board in respect of secondary 
and primary education. 

10. I have not in the above notes referred to the proposals put forward by Mr. Dobbs 

Appx, IV lo in the note appended to this file which he submitted direct to Hon'ble Member. As I 

Notes. understand these proposals the present superior course in the Colleges would be retained ; 

the students being intended partly for the Agricultural but mainly for the Education 
Department and being taken from a High School adjoining which would be a practising 
School for the students under instruction at the College. It is difficult to give an opinion 
on the above until one knows how it would fit in with Educational requirements and on this 
the Education Department may be consulted,' The scheme provides for the realization of 
High Sohool education and so far would appear to fulfil a useful function, but there are 
difficulties connected with details and it does not directly deal with secondary and primary 
instruction. The idea underlying it is a valuable one and we may commend it for careful 
consideration by the Education Department and if that Department can suggest action on 

lines resembling those suggested we may have to modify in some respects the line of action as 

regards collegiate education which I have recommended above. 

11. Before going further I think we should ask Education Department unofficially to 
favour us with their opinion on the whole case. 


E. D. Maclagan, —16 3-14. 

Mr. Dobbs' ideas are brilliant and instructive and I believe in the main they are sound, 
but I doubt whether the country is advanced enough to adopt them. They really conoern the 
Education Depart-reot more than ours. Mr. Dobbs' note, wbieb shows the trend educational 
policy in the future might take, might interest that department. It indicates a way by 
which education aud economic development could be worked out together. It is most 
necessary in my opiuion that the two should go hand in hand. 

2. As regards the resolutions of the Board of Agriculture I think with Mr. MacKenna 
that Resolutions IX, X, XI, XII and XIV might be recommended to the notifce of Local 
Governments, but with regard to Resolution XI, I don't think this should be done without 
qualification, 1 agree with Under Secretary in thinking that the Board ha6 placed the * cart 
before the horse.' It would also be dangerous to let the Resolution go out without remark, 
as it might lend colour to the idea that the subordinate staff should be increased without 
reference to the work to be done and the professional control it would be possible to apply to it. 

8. As regards Resolution XIII, I think we should seek the advice of the Education 
Department before addressing Local Governments on the subject matter with which it deals. 
Indeed it appears to me to be more the duty of that Department than of ours to do so. 
There has been some confusion in the past as to the duties of the two departments in this 
question of rural education. For instance, in 1910 I was requested by the Education 
Department to train one of their men in nature study. I explained that I was not an 
educationalist, that nature study was a method of teaching and was not agriculture. I further 
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recommended that the Education Department should engage professors in study for 

training their teachers. I am glad to think these views are being adopted. We now ave 
the Board of Agriculture recommending that the two departments should cooler on the 
question of rural education. Now rural education is not agricultural education and e 
matter primarily concerns the Education Department. I have no doubt the Agncu tura 
officers could give the Education Department a great deal of assistance in setting up rural 
education on sound lines and we are most willing to do so, but ‘ the cobbler should stick to 
his last' and I aro not sure but what our duty ends, when we have pointed out to the 
Education Department the shortcomings in primary and secondary education through winch 
we are prevented from finding suitable material with which to stock our Agricultural Colleges 
and from giving full effect to our policy of economic development through indigenous agency. 
Further initiative should, I think, oome from them. I suggest therefore we might first take 
the advioe of the Education Department as to how we should deal with Resolution XIII. 

B. Coventry, —10-5-14, 

Agricultural Adviser to the Government of Indus* 


[Notes in the Department op Revenue and Agriculture.] 

Submitted for orders with reference to the Agricultural Adviser's note of 10th May 1914 
above. The Department of Education may perhaps now be consulted unofficially on 
the whole question, and &9 suggested by the Agricultural Adviser we may take the advice of 
that Department as to how we should deal with Resolution No. XIII. Attention is invited to 
the demi-official correspondence below with the Government of the United Provinces and the 

•No. 930.I-4tf.l9ll, dated 6th April 1914. Resolution* of that Government regarding the 

reconstitution of the Cawnpore Agricultural 
College. We saw this Resolution unofficially on an Education Department file. That De¬ 
partment promised to help us in addressing Local Governments on the question of co-operation 
between the Education and Agricultural Departments. 

C. H. M.,—13-5-14. 


F. Noyce,— 19-5-14. 

I do not propose to add to the opinions already given on the subject of agricultural 
education, but will confine myself to examining the action which should be taken in this case 
I assume that our aim should be to lay down, if this be possible, broad principles for the 
future guidance of Local Governments. 

There appear to be four alternatives— 

# 

(a) to oommend the Resolutions of the Board of Agriculture, with or without qualifica¬ 
tions, to Local Governments; 

(i) to issue a Resolution in which an attempt would be made to lay down a policy; 

(c) to refer the Resolutions of the Board to Local Governments and when replies had 
been received to issue a Resolution as in (b) ; or 

(/J) to refer the whole question of agricultural education to a Committee of Educa¬ 
tionalists and Agriculturalists. 

Before adopting any of these alternatives, the advice of the Education Department will 
have to be taken. 

2. The first alternative is the line of least resistance but I doubt very much whether 
this would bring us any nearer to what should, I think, be our main object, and that is to 
lay down for the guidance of Local Governments broad lines of policy which, subject always 
to variations due to local conditions, should be followed. The solid facts which emerge from 
the previous discussions are that the record of the past few years has been one of complete 
or partial failure, that we know very little about the subject, that Local Governments are 
only feeling their way and that we are purchasing our experience somewhat dearly. If we 
are to avoid a policy of drift, we must endeavour to indicate, even tentatively, the broad 
lines on which development should prooeed It may be that we cannot do this now but 
tliis is the aim to be kept in view, and I feel strongly that by merely commending these 
Resolutions, with or without qualifications, to Local Governments, we Would go a' very short 
way indeed towards attaining our object. It is to be remembered that collegiate or post¬ 
graduate education is only one branch of this difficult subject and that these Resolutions, 
representing as they do the opinions of agricultural and not of educational experts, furnish 
very scanty materials for a constructive policy. Of the six Resolutions, one revokes a 
previous Resolution thereby admitting that a mistake had been made-one expresses dissatis¬ 
faction with the standard of education now required from those who enter Agricultural Colleges ; 
two commend toother Local Governments what has been done in Bombay and Madras ; & one 
indicates a difficulty which can only be remedied by a considerable expansion of the superior 
staff of the Agricultural Department; while one commends a sympathetic eo-operatiun 
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between the Educational and Agricultural Departments. Many of these principles are 
tentative only ; their value ha9 not been tested by experience and if we merely command them 
to Local Governments, we tell, in effect, each province to work out its own salvation on its 
own lines. Something more than this is clearly necessary, and I do not therefore advise 
that the first alternative should be adopted. 


Nor do I think that at this stage we should avail ourselves of the offer kindly made by 

Edn. Dept, May 1914. No. 2. Educat i ion De P artmeut to address Local 

r J Governments regarding co-operai ion between 

the two Departments. It is admitted that such co-operation is essential if any real progress 
is to be made, but until some kind of policy has been evolved and until the offioers ! of both 
Departments know what they are driving at, I doubt whether co-operation would yield any 
practical results. | 

8. It is quite clear that we are not in a position to adopt the second alternative or to at¬ 
tempt to issue a Resolution laying down a policy. We have neither the knowledge nor the 
experience to do this and the most we could do would be to publish a number of platitudes 
based on our own record of failure and on the experience gained under entirely different con¬ 
ditions in other countries. I 


4. The proposal that the Resolutions of the Board should be referred to Local Govern¬ 
ments for opinion has more to recommend it but I do not think that we should do this. • The ex¬ 
perience of Local Governments is limited (except in the case of Bombay where vernacul^T schools 
are being tried) to Agricultural Colleges and we have already full inf or nation about these. 
We can hardly expect each Local Government to evolve a constructive policy of agricultural 
education and the result of the reference would, I am afraid, be merely to add another set of 
speculative opinions to those which we already possess. 


5. I feel strongly that our only hope of evolving anything of value lies in the fourth 
alternative and I suggest that the whole subject of agricultural education should be referred 
to a Committee composed of experts of both Departments. One of the most striking] features 
of the previous history of agricultural education in this country is that the subject has been 
dealt with almost entirely by agriculturists, and with reference mainly to collegiate education. 
But collegiate and post-graduate education is merely one branoh of the subject and although 
that branch may remain under the control of tbe Agricultural Department it seems essential 
that the whole eubjeot should be examined by educationalists jointly with agriculturists. It 
is true that a joint Committee of this kind would very probably find itself unable to lay down 
any definite policy, but if, after studying tho systems followed in other countries and the onuses 
of failure iu India, it could even tentatively indicate sound lines of development, a great deal 
would have been done. It is unnecessary at this 6tage to discuss the composition of such a 
Committee or the terms of reference, and it would be a question primarily for the Education¬ 
al Department, if the main proposal be accepted, whether the Committee should extend its 
enquiries to agricultural education and speoialised nature 6tudy in the primary or secondary 
stages and whether the possibility of introducing the more developed method of nature study 
referred to in Mr. Dobbs* note should be considered. With regard to this, which is indeed 
the foundation of the whole question but which would involve radical changes in curricula and 
in the training of gurus, I would only remark that so long ago as 1905 Mr. Sly wrote a valu : 
able note on the subject and it will also appear from Mr. Coleman's report on agricultural edu¬ 
cation (which I consider in many ways the most informing doenment in the file) that this 
method has been adopted in America. j 

L. J. Keeshaw, —27*5-14. 

I have discussed this case with Secretary and his note expresses my views as well as his 
own. Should the Education Department agree that it is desirable to appoint a Committee 
it might be considered whether we should try to get any expert from home. i 

R. W.CIaelyle],—27-5-14. 

Department of Education. 

“ i 

Resolutions Nos. IX to XIV passed by the Board of Agriculture which met at Coimbatore 
in December 1913 relate to agricultural education and in order to consider the several sugges¬ 
tions and recommendations made therein the Hon'ble Mr. Kershaw has suggested four alterna¬ 
tives in paragraph 1 of his note, dated the 27th May 1914, and we have at present been asked 
to advise on these alternatives. 


2. The resolutions under consideration have been so far considered by officers connected 
with agriculture in one form or another, and Dr. Bourne, Director of Public Instruction in 
Madras, was the only educationist at the Board's meetings and be attended as a visitor. | He was 
also on the Educational Committee which was appointed to make suitable suggestions as re¬ 
gards improvements in agricultural education. Resolution No. XIII speaks of the desirability 
of co-operation between the Educational and the Agricultural Departments especially on the 
question of rural education. Please see Hon’ble Member's note a£ 25th April 1914, in this 
connection. That this Department may agree with the Revenue Department it will bb a great 
advantage to have the resolutions relating to agricultural education discussed by a select com¬ 
mittee of experts from both the Departments before laying down any polioy in the matter, 
however tentative it may eventually prove. The Allahabad Educational Conference of 1911 
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and the Conference in the Education of the Domiciled Community whioh was held on 1912 may 
be mentioned as precedents. The former Conference touched very lightly on agricultural 
- education. If this course is agreed upon in both the Departments, the next two questions raised 
by the Department of Revenue and Agriculture are (t) whether it will be necessary to get an 
expert from home to serve on such a committee and (ii) u whether the committee should extend 
its enquires to agricultural education and specialised nature study in the primary and second¬ 
ary stages “ . . . ." and whether the possibility of introducing the more developed method 

of nature study referred to in Mr. Dobbs' note should be considered*” This Department will 
probably be willing to leave the decision as to (*) to the Revenue and Agriculture Department 
and as regards the educational representation Local Governments may be invited to suggest 
of&oers with special knowledge of the subject of agricultural education to serve on the proposed 
committee. Or perhaps the Directors of Public Instruction might be nominated. But the 
strength of such representation must first be decided with reference to that of the Conference 
as a whole. As to (tV), it will be an advantage to have both the questions discussed by the 
Committee so that the general polioy to be laid down may be as comprehensive as possible* 

K. C.B.,—9-6-14. 

L, H.,—12-6-14. 

I spoke to Honourable Member about this to-day. He wishes to postpone giving his opinion 
in this case till he has spoken to Mr, Coventry and completed his monsoon tour. In the mean* 
time the file may go to Honourable Member. Mr. Kershaw told me that it was not an urgent 
case so far as the Revenue and Agriculture Department was concerned. 

Mahabaj Singb,— 21-6-14. 

I would like Joint Secretary's opinion. 

H. B [utler],—20-7-14. 

The immediate question is that of procedure and a discussion between officers of the 
Agricultural and Eduoationai Departments. The object of such a discussion would presumably be 
(a) the dissemination of knowledge and of ideas about agriculture, (3) incidentally the improve¬ 
ment of our educational methods. The means by which it is hoped to seoure these ends would 
be through the modifications of the existing system suggested by the Board of Agriculture in 
India at its meeting at Coimbatore in 1913. 

2. These modifications may be briefly desoribed as follows 

(») Higher agricultural education,— Better entrance qualifications are wanted, a two 
years'preliminary course is recommended ; high scientific courses are premature 
till experimental and district work has been much extended ; aod, save where 
tbe scheme has been successful it is not needful to confer a diploma of L. Ag. 
equivalent in value to the B. A. degree. 

(it) Special vernacular training in agriculture.— Local Governments might consider 
the experiment now conducted in Bombay under the Agricultural Department. 

(iff) Primary education.— Co-operation between the two departments is recommended, and 
the Agricultural Department might profitably help in the training of teachers. 

8. We have little to do with (i) ; but Sir E. Maclagan's views in paragraph 6 of his note 
of the 15th March 1914 are interesting. We know but little about (ii) ; page 165 of the last 
Quinquennial Review may be seen. This will fit in after (iff). 

4. We are mainly concerned with (m). The policy was laid down in the Educational 
Resolution of 1904, and explained in Mr. Sly's well-known note on the subject and in the report 
of the Committee in 1910. I understand no change of policy is desired—merely an extension, 
so that what is sometimes called nature study, or what Mr. Coleman would call elementary 
rural science, may become general teaching of all subjects in terms of the child's environment, 

I think that a discussion on this point with the Agricultural Department would be of value, 
but 1 should like at the outset to indicate that we must not expect too muoh fruits from it; 
for 


(♦) There is already a great deal of elementary rural science prescribed through text 
books in vernacular schools. 1 venture to add to the file a copy of my report on 
Rural Schools in the Central Provinces with reference to paragraphs 126-128 
and the appendices. About 7 years ago new readers were also produced, as the 
Hon’ble Mr Kershaw will doubtless remember, for schools in Assam, and the 
use of these books was afterwards extended into Eastern Bengal. The books 
were very largely taken up by lessons specially prepared by a professional officer, 
Rai Bahadur Bhopal Chander Bose. They were excellent lessons and my only 
comment on them was that they were rather too hard for the children and for 
the teachers. Again, teaching is modified to fit in with experience in India to a 
larger extent than is generally suspected—at least in some provinces. As an 
example, I 6ee that Mr, Coleman in his report, printed page 37, speaks of an 
arithmetic which he has seen in whioh the problems were stated in terms of 
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fanring operations, material, etc. Mr. Coleman says: "This is anew development 
in Toral education even in progressive America. " Years ago it was the role in 
the Ccntial Provinces and was accepted as one of the normal methods impressed 
upon the teachers. I can also say that it was practised and that the teachers 
taught arithmetic through Concrete examples familiar to the boys. I would 
also invite attention to section 11 of the book on rural schools, especially page 
131* 

(h) The benefits resulting from a large extension of this educational principle would 
be felt more in the general education ef the pupils than in any advance in 
agricultural knowledge, because there is no gain saying th* fact that tl>c boy of 
the rursl school is not at an age in which he can usefully and permanently 
absorb any ideas about agriculture which are likely to be applied in practice 
afterwards. At the same time it is quite possible that a kind of foundation may 
le laid whieh will he useful for building up the secondary and higher agri¬ 
cultural institutions. 

5. The idea of agricultural vernacular schools is of interest to both departments because 
these eohools would aim at imparting direct agricultural knowledge to cultivators and would 
also train up teachers versed in elementary rural science for our primary schools* As I have 
said above, we have very little informalion about the condition of these schools in Bombay. 
A very interesting example of schools of this class as they exist in Prussia is given iu Mr. 
Colemans report—pages 4 to 9. The itinerant teachers and the influence brought to bear on 
parents through pupils (mentioned in regard to the schools of Bavaria on page 15 pf the 
report) are particularly suggestive. Another paper of interest on this subject is Mr. Dobbs 1 
note. He appears to contemplate a class attached to each Agricultural College, the pupils of 
which would be trained up as vernacular teachers in the Education Department and, I take 
it, as demonstrators in the Agricuturnl Department. This class would apparently swallow up 
the other aspects of the Agricultural College for he says : * M there would seem to be no reason 
why the training even of vernacular jural school teachers, whatever form it might take, 
should not become the main object of an Agricultural College. * J Gradually this class wculd 
extend and we should have a high echool agricultural department. 

6. Where the two departments would be on common gr ound would be:**— 

(t) the transition from the ordinary primary school to the vernacular agricultural 
scl.ool; 

(if) the training of the teacher. 

These are questions which certainly might be discussed and I would only remind Honourable 
Meml er that the training of rural teachers in the Central Provinces was entrusted to the 
Agricultural Department and was regarded as a very fair success but ha6 now been condemned 
and relegated entirely to the Education Department' whose normal schools are prorided with 
expert agricultural teachers. 

7. The question of the vernacular agricultural sohoolfl or continuation schools, or what¬ 
ever we should call them, opens up the question of agricultural instructi n .in high schools or 
of separate agricultural high schools I cannot help thinking oF wtat I regard as the largest 
and most difficult problem with which the Education Department has at present to cope, 
namely, the unparalleled increase which is now going on in the numbers under high and 
collegiate education and the question what will these pu] ils be doing in a few years' time. 
We tried to induce them to emer technioal schools but with very varying success (in Japan 
they reject them from their high schools and thus force them into the technical schools). Is 
there any chance of finding a field ( of outlet in agricultural high schools ? An experiment 
W£B tried, though I tuinkun wropg lines, in Bengal. It was a dead failure. But the ques¬ 
tion is whether increasing competition may not faoilitate the foundation of some such 
institutions. I confess I am not by any means optimistic regarding the idea. The Bengali 
middle class, for instance, who are no cL ubt suffering most acutely from economic pressure, 
have indeed land lut have it in such minu:e portions that the individual would probably not 
think it worth while to undergo a course which would fit him profitably to cultivate it himself, 
quite apart from the fact that improved methods would not offer a very rapid increase of 
return in a province over muoh of which already fundit humo facilem victim jus tissue a tellun . 
I do not know whether ?the Agricultural Department would endorse Mr. Dobbs'restriction 
of useful improvements in India to those of material rather than thes; of method. If however 
there is any likelihood of a secondary agricultural department scheme being worked out it 
would be a very useful subject of discussion. 

8. I have as far as possible answered the questions propounded by the Hon'blu Mr. 
Kershaw in paragraph 5 of his note of the 2Jtb May. I will qnly add that 1 think it would 
be well to include in the constitution of any committee that may be formed one or two Indian 
officials and some non-official representatives of the land-owning class as well as one or two of 
the professional middle class. This would be particularly important if the matter of any wide 
extension of secondary agricultural education is to be attempted. 

9 On reading this note over, I see that paragraph 6 of it might have the impression that 
I am not in favour of the co-opcration of the Agricultural Department in the matter of 
twining teachers. The opposite is the case. I merely state the experience of the Central 
Provinces as reported; I do not know the circumstances; while I wa6 there, there was nothing 
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io complain of. In working out a soheme of nature study teaching for Eastern 
Assam, I consulted the Agricultural Department throughout, and that Uepartinen 
utilized largely in the training of teachers. Training is a matter in which co-opera ion 
the Departments is likely to be most fruitful. 

* H. Sharp,—25-7-14*. 

1. I kept this case with the knowledge of the Agricultural Department. 

2. I am opposed to a Commission which would delay action. It seems clear that .western 
experience in ' countries where the whole standards of agricultural education and agriculture 
work and efficiency are different will only afford negative enlightenment by presentation o 
failure. I am also opposed to importing an English educationist. We all know the mcKiern 
systems of education. We can do nothing until we get teachers. This means a raising or the 
standard of general education, improvements in the pay and prospects of the staff, and improv¬ 
ed training institutions. Even when teachers are available we shall probably—as in the case 
of other forms of technical education—find difficulty in getting students. 

3. A conference at Delhi between officers of the two departments with non-oTioials hav¬ 
ing practical knowledge of agriculture might serve an useful purpose, if only to prove that 
more is being attempted on the educational side than is generally known. The provinces would 
have to be represented. 1 here have been reoent local inquiries on rural education in the 
United Provinces and elsewhere. And it will fall to provincial authorities to oarry out 
experiment?* 

4. Another advantage from such a conference would be to define more clearly the spheres 
of the two departments. On the division of functions I am in much agreement with Mr. 
Coventry. The voluminous papers show how easy it is to confuse the technical and the educa¬ 
tional aspeots of the problem. The Education Department should in my opinion keep quite clear 
of technical work and considerations. It should, for instance, be no part of the Education 
Department to deal with questions of the improvement of agriculture, or definite agricultural 
training. On the other hand, in my opinion, the training of teachers for educational institutions 
should be the fanction of the Education Department under guidance of and inspection by agri¬ 
cultural experts. 

5. Whether a period of war is a propitious time for a conference of this kind is for the 
administrative department to consider. My own opinion is that the subject is 60 important, 
the effect of war may have such direct bearing on lnd’an agriculture that we might well 
prooeed. In any case we will help to the best of our ability. 

H. B[utler],— I 0-10-14. 

Department of Revenue and Agriculture. 


It will be seen from paragraphs 3 to 5 of the Hon'ble Sir Haroourt Butler's note of the 
10th October 1914, that he i6 in favour of the fourth alternative suggested in paragraph 1 of 
Secretary's note of 27th May last. 

Agricultural Adviser may, perhaps, see the file un-offioially and be asked kindly to offer 
suggestions as to the personnel of the proposed Committee. 

It is proposed that the conference should be held at Delhi sometime during the winter. 
Perhaps the best time would be during the Meetings of the Imperial Legislative Council 
which eommenoe their Sessions in January 1915. Mr. MacKenna will also then be at Delhi. 
As in the case of the annual Conferences of Registrars of Co-operative Credit Sooieties, it is 
presumed that any travelling, halting or deputation allowances which may be granted to the 
members of the proposed Committee will be met by their respective looal Governments. 

C. H. M ,—13-10-14. 

Secretary might perhaps like to discuss this with Agricultural Adviser before he leaves 
Simla. 

P. Noyob,— 13-10-14. 

Could Agricultural Adviser convenienty speak to me about this before he leaves Simla. 

L. J. Kershaw,—13-10-14. 

Agricultural Adviser. 

I have ascertained informally that the Hon'ble Sir Harcourt Butler's suggestion is that 
the Conference should be a stationary one and that it should be to some extent informal in that 
no terms of reference would be drawn up. It would, however, be fairly large as each major 
province (exoept possibly Burma) would probably send two representatives, one an educationalist 
and the other an agriculturist. If to these be added a few Imperial Officers (say two from the 
Education and l wo from the Revenue and Agricultural Department) two or three District 
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Officers and two or three non-.-ffieids, the total number would be between 20 and &0 and it is 
just possible that a Conference of this size may be consblered unwieldy. I L;»Iked the case 
over with Mr. Coventry to day and with Hon'ble Member s permi.-sion will mention it when 
I next see him. 

L. J. KERSHAWj—lS-lO-Ih. 

Discussed with Hon'ble Member. The demi-official below to Mr. McKenna should issue 
and the tile sent to him. 


L. J. Kershaw,— 21-10-14. 


Demi official lettfr No. 1855, dated 22nd October 1014, from the Hon’bi.b Mr. 

• L J Kershaw. C I.E., I C.S., Secretary to the Government of India, Department 
of Revenue and AbnicuLTURB, to J. MacKenna, Esq., M.A., I.C.S., Jjeplti Com¬ 
missioner, Moulmbin (Burma). 

% 

As Agricultural Education is a subject to which you have given special attention Sir 
Robert Oarljh* desires me to s«nd you this Hie. He does not object to the idea of a Conference 
as opposed t“ a formal Committee but doubts whether if a definite programme of matters to 
be discussed be not circulated in order that those attending may give some stu-’y to the subject 
beforehand, there is the probability that there would be a gre «t deal of talk with nothing 
definite in the way of well considered decisions. He would feel obliged if you would look 
thr -ugh these papers and draw up a precis of the subjects which you think a Conference such 
as has been proposed should discuss* 


Copt op demi-official letter No. 9183, Orol., dated 2nd December 1914, from 
J. McKenna Esq., I.C.S., to the Hon'bleMr. L J. Kkrshaw, C.I.E, I.C S., Secrb- " 

TARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, DkPARiMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 

I have been so very busy lately being in charge of a district with a Port which makes 
a lot of difference in war time) that I have noi be*n able to do much on the Agricultural 
Committee file* But the great tiling I think, is to get Educationalists and Agriculturists 
together. Roughly we want to discu s with them. Vernacular Education, Anglo Vernaeul r. 
Collegiate and Post Graduate and take their advice on all of these fr< m the Educational stand- 
p<*i« t. The great mistake we made at the beginning was not taking them into our delibera¬ 
tions more but allowiug every s h ntific enthusiast to run ri- t with his own subject. The 
reeult. is a paper scheme of Agricultural Edicitin whi*h has hr-ken .down because it is 
probahly 10 or 20 years ahead of it6 time* Education must, be worked up tn the general 
side before you can Buper impose specialised subjects with much hopo of success. 

My programme is very sketchy: but what we want to know and what we jwxnt agri-. 
culturists to know is what the general standard of education in the country is. ^ If we had 
taken the adv.oe of selected agriculturists from the beginning there would have been no need 
for a further Committee and I believe our Agricultural Colleges would have begun iu a much 
more humble way and achieved a great d al more 


Joint Conference of Educationalist* and Agriculturists . 

The position is pretty much this that the Agrieultuml Department is entirely ignorant 
of whit the Educational Deportment is doing in the way of adaptb g rural education* to rural 
conditions Similarly the Educational Departments have hardly kena consulted at all m the 
drafting of Curricula for Agricultural Colleges though they doubtless could have given much 
help in saying from the beginning whether the foundation of general^education in the country 
was sufficin' ly strong to bear the heavy superstructure of the Standard Curriculum. This as 
well &6 the Puea 3 years* course (since abandoned), was I think thoroughly unsound, because 
each expert drew up his curriculum in his own subject without reference to other 6ubj cts rr to 
his colleagues and on a scale which would make every student an expert in each officer s 
particular branch. This is of course absurd aud unattainable. 

I think we shall have made great progress if we can find out what the Educational 
Department is actually doin'/ in the way of Rural Education and can ehb rate a working 
scheme by which we can help them either in the way of training their teachers in Rural 
Sessions or by inspection. 

The following syllabus is a rough one and has been hurriedly prepared »n the *ime I can 
spare from the charge of a heavy district.: but l hope it will serve as a skeleton programme 
of the subjects which might advantageously be diseusee*). 

I*— Vernacular Edcaticn . 

1—To what extent in each Province is the Agricultural population of India availing 
itself of Vernacular Education ? x 
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2—f/ 7 ) In tracts which are predominatingly agricultural what efforts have been made in 
each province to give to the curriculum and Text Books a rural or agricultural colouring so 
ae to make them interesting to the children of cultivators? 

(b) Wh*re anything has been done in the way of Text Book revision has there been an 
officer of the Agricultural Department on the revision Comurttej ? 

3. —Should Nature Sfulv and Scho >1 Gardens form an integral part of the curriculum in 
Rural schools and at what stage of general education should 6 uch be introduced ? 

4. —How are the teache s for these subjects to be trained and is inspection in these subjects 
to be done by the Education or by the Agricultural Department ? 

6 —Is the Bombay System of Vernacular Agricultural Sohools approved and in what 
provinces do the Agricultural population p osooute their general eduoiti >n to a point where 
they could profit by such schools? From what standard should they be eligible for admission 
to 6 uch Schools ? , 

6 . —How should the teaching staff for 9 nch schools be recruited and should they be 
controlled by the Agricultural Department entirely or in oo-operation with the Education 
Department ? Details for inspection and control to be worked out. 

7. At what ages do the Agricultural classes leave school in eavh Province? 

Is the general standard of education snob as to permit of cultivators after they have left 
school and commenced work on their farms profiting by short courses of lectures on special 
agricultural subjects ? 

8 . —In what other ways can the cultivator who is working his own land be educated or 
continue his education in Agriculture ? 

9. —Is the general education imparted or the special education of schools Birch as the 
Bombay Vernacular Agricultural Schools, sufficient to qualify boys to enter upon a Vernacular 
Agricultural course at an Agricultural College with a view to taking up appointments iu 
the Subordinate Agricultural service? 

II.— Anglo Vernacular Education. 

1. What proportion of the sons of actual cultivators pursue an Anglo-Vernacular Course 
of Education ? 

2. To what extent do the general literature and the special science subjects bear on 
agriculture ? 

5. Can any extension of the lessons on plant life or si mole science be made and can such 
subjects as Physics, Botany and Chemistry be included in the ordiuary educational course? 

4. If so, at what stage should these subjects be started ? 

5. Should Nature Study and Sohool gardens frrm a part of Anglo-Vernacular courses in 
rural areas : and should the subjeots be optional or compulsory ? 

6. How should the teachers for such subjects be selected and by whom should the exam¬ 
inations in these subjeots be conducted ? 

7. Is it feasible and if so at what stage to separate the Anglo-Vernacular Course into 
two sections one of which might be called General or Literary and the otlier Scientific. If so 
could the latter have subdi visions, eg , pure Science : Science ae bearing on Agriculture : 
Science as be uing on Manufactures, etc. ? 

8 . Should the Education for the Subordinate Agricultural Staff be given at an Agri- 

cultural College or should separate Agricultural Schools.be formed for this purpose? K 

9. In either case what is the minimum educational qualification that can be accented 

for admission to the course ? " 


10. What should this course consist of? Consider the general applicability of the 
Madras Scheme. Any other suggestions for the recruiting and trainin'* of the Lower 
Subordinate StafE. Would this course also be suitable for the training of the sous of eulti- 
vators who desire to cultivate their own land. 

Ill ,—Collegiate Education . 

The Agricultural Department allege that the Matriculation Standard does not »ive punils 
a sufficient general[ education to enable them to pursue satisfactorily a course at an Aeri- 
cultural CoUege. If this is so should a higher standard be fixed for entrance to an Agricul¬ 
tural College or should some other test for admission, e.g, the intermediate Science, or a 
Preliminary Examination for entranoe to an Agricultural College, be prescribed. 

2. From another standpoint do the Educational Department consider the Standard 
curriculum of AgriculturalI Colleges satisfactory from an educational point of view and if not 
in what respect would they recommend their revision. Should the standard aimed at be 
temporarily lowered till the general educational standard is raised to a pitch at which a 



17 


plentiful 'supply' of suitable material will be forthcoming or should the present standard be 
'maintained and other elementary or special- courses be introduced in. the Colleges so as to 
keep them fully employed. 

3. For what classes of persons should education bq provided at. the , Agricultural Colleges 
‘and what general form should suoh education take ? 

4. In what respects is the present college education deficient and how should this be 
remedbd ? 

5. What additional agricultural education, if any, should be provided outside the colleges? 

IF.—Pont Graduate Education . 

How is this to be arranged for ? 

2. The question of affiliation of Agricultural Colleges to the Universities. 

J. MaoKbnna,—2-11-14. 

I will discuss this with Mr. MacKenna when he comes to Delhi. 

L. J. Kershaw,— 23-12-14. 

The more I consider the question the lees I think it necessary for the Government of 
India to move in the maiter but Secretary bad better mention the case to my successor. 

R. W. C[arltlr], —80-6-15. 


I have read thesn papers wi*h the greatest interest- (Mr. Coleman's report seems to have 
dropped out of the file and I should like to have it added.;* 


As a very great deal seems to hinge upon the proceedings of the Vernacular Agricultural 
8cVk>1s in Bombay and the success or failure attending them, I think \ had better take the file 
with me and (with the Bombay Government's concurrence) elicit the views of the Director 
of Public Instruction and the Principal of the Agricultuial College, and also discuss with 
them Mr. MacKenna's proposed syllabus for discu sion. 


2. It seems to me (differing with great hesitation from Sir R. Carlyle) that it is almost the 
du'y of the Government of India to do something now. My own feeling is that the most hope¬ 
ful method of procedure will be a small conference between a representative of the Department of 
the Revenue and Agriculture and one of the Education Department; assisted by the Agricultural 
Adviser to the Government of India and if possible one or two Educational and Agricultural 
' experts [e. g. Dr. C.deman) plus one or two Indian gentlemen who have knowlndge on the 
su»j^ct. It seems to me that representatives from all provinces are not called for To discuss 
a matter whii'h is essentially one of principle i and that provided we have one or two men who 
aTe acquainted wkh the practical issues and their application to Indian conditions, we shall be 
able to arrive at a conclusion which will be applicable to all provinces except perhaps Burma. 

8. Will Secretary please discuss with me one day next week before I leave ? 

C. H. A. H[ill],-24-7-15. 

I have spoken to Secretary. Let me have at Poona. 


C. H. A H[ill],—26-7-15. 

I had a conference on the subject of this file, dealing with agricultural education, at which 
the Hon'ble Mr; Carmichael, Mr. Keatinge, the Hon'bJe Mr. W?H. Sharp, and M? Rieu!were 
present. I first of all asked Mr. Keatinge kindly to tell us how the special schools (vernacular) 
were progressing. The situation at present is as follows: — ' 


(a) In respect of the Loni school in the Poona District, situated 10 miles from Poona 

there are now 43 boys out of a possiole accommodation for 50 Board and 
lodging, as well as tuition, are given fiee and every effort is made to secure the 
nght stamp of boy, namely, the sons of well to do agriculturists. The school 
has now been going for about four years and two batches of full-course two- 
year students have been turned out. * 

(b) At Devi ffottir, in the Dharwar District, the soliool is smaller and is out in the 

country, away from ever, where, nod has not been in operation quite so long. 
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(c) There is a school at Mirpurkhas in Sind recently established with a rather different 

objeot. Instead of, as in the first two cases, raking boys who have studied np 
to the third vernacular standard, aged about 14 on the average, whose objeot is 
to return to the land to till their own farms, the Mirpurkhas school is designed 
to attract older boys there are only about ten there) wi h a view to qualifying 
them for employment as Kamdars to the Zemindais in Sind. The boy6 are 
mostly trained in the ordinary schools up to about the seoond or third English 
standard and, as there is a demand on the part of the zemindars of Sind for 
capable managers, there is no difficulty there in finding employment for the 
out turned student, who, after a year or two of Mirpurkh.is is able to command 

Rs. 3 J to 40 a month. 

\ 

(d) Another school, at CAopda, is run on somewhat different li'es. A private endow¬ 

ment fund was got up in the district and, with the funds so accumulated pus 
a local board granr, a day school , with a one year course for boys who have 
passed the fourth standard (vernacular), has been established. It provides a purely 
agricultural course, entirely divorced from the ordinary educational subjects. 
Mr. Eeatinge thinks that this will prove to be a very popular form of agricul¬ 
tural school. 

(*) In addition to the above four there is in prospect the establishment of two others, on© 
at Jdmhul in Thana, and one at Godhru in the Panch Mahals, but these have 
not yet come effectively into being. 

(f) Finally, there is a private echod, of an entirely different character, established in 
the Alibag District by Sardar Bivalkar, and maintained entirely by him at his 
expense. This school, which takes children from 7 years of age upwards, limits 
its purely agricultural teaching to the top cliss but attempts a system of nature 
study from the very beginning. It is residential and has, like the first f *nr, ah 
agricultural graduate at its head. It appears to he doing good work but it is 
impossible to sav at present what degree of practical u ility, as an agricultural 
establishment, it may attain. 

fc. The general conclusion, drawn from the experienoo gained from these various schools 
may be stated thus 

(i) The school must be very good and very effective to attract people at alL 

(ii) It must be iu an accessible position, that is to say, accessible fr>m some largish 

centre. 

(iii) It must be well found in point of appliances, land, etc. 

(iv) It ought, for choice, to be in a high class cultivating region with rich soil 

(v) It should aim at inculcating high class cultivation, the use of appliances, engines, 

and 60 lorth, as well as merely improved methods of cultivaiion, seed selection 
and so forth, the reason being tl at, in a country like India, where there is a 
highly intelligent agricultural population, unless something is done out of tlie 
ordinary run of proceedings, the observer from neighbouring villages, who comes 
1o 6ee what the boys are being taught, goes away with the impression that the 
boys are not l^avning anything which is not alrosdy, in vogue. A further point 
is that board ai,d lodging must, for the present, be free, if boys of the right 
class are to be attracted. Mr* Eeatinge thinks that, while the Loni pchonl 
might be filled with Brahmins evrn if board and lodging were charged against 
them, it would certainly he d pleted of the rinse which we want to attract there. 
As it is, many Brahmins are turned away and the two or three who are there 
belong to an agricultural class or are, at all events, in some manner directly 
connected with the land. Hnally, as a general conclusion, whle Mr. Eeatinge 
is emphatically of (pinion that the experiment will justify itself, he feels that 
further time is necessary before it is possible to give actual statistics or data for 
this be ief. 

3. After hearing what Mr. Eeatinge h rt d to say and discussing his various points, I 
asked Mr. Sharp whether he thought that, in the light of the experiment of agricultural 
Vernacular Schools, there was any reason for considering the question of modifying in any 
way the curriculum of the Education Department's primary i-chools Mr. Sharp explained, 
as indeed the Government of India kn w. that some time ngo an attempt was m de with 
agricultural primers to impart an agricultural tinge to the primary echo d education in the 
» ofaseil. The attempt was abandoned because it was found impossible to g^t teachers who 
could instruct the boys intelligently in the subjects dealt with m the agricultural text books. 
The same dieability exists today and will eon:inue to exist f..r a long time. Gradually, as 
the outturn of the”normal training schools and collegfs is increased, there will be a larger 
number of teachers avai able and euffiiiently intelligent and well-instructed to give the boys 
an intelligible idea of t-uch 6ubjeds. But this will be a long process and Mr. Sharp wus of 
the opinion, which I share, that it is quite useless to waste time in modilying the primary 
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«Sf^^nnl A r- Oth0r < ! DB f ideratio “ i * th a* the agriculturist ib India, in common with thd 
ffl^ «! v h ,!n^te 1GD ’'Vi I 4 as 1 , well , em P!°J rHi for the first four years of his educational 
. ’ 1,^1 ^ 1 • W^i? or J^ ,n ^ning to read, write and calculate, provided he is 

a 1 9 .. be * ould be »b getting an unintelligen P t groundwork 
“ ( ^ lll ® v | ntuall y learn intelligently m the ordinary course of his livelihood. As in 

2522!' T!1S? Jt* PaT i m Z t S ?' tbetef0re ’ the t° aeher e We the way and rtndeffl it futile to 

consider a readjustment of the pnmary cntHcuhim in crnneetiob with agricultural education, 

while the agricultural text book failure still holds the fi»ld. ^ 

v J‘ n- S “,e ene ; a ! re8ul * of the discussion, itwaa agreed that an attempt should be made 
by the Director of Agriculture, pn the analogy of what is done in respect of technical schools, 

to trace and report on tbe boys who have passed through the vernacular agricultural schoole, 

m order that the Government of Bombay may be in a position to see what the actual results 
id each case are, that is to say, whether the boy has returned to his home, has been intelli¬ 
gent enough to apply neW methods as a result of what he had been tabght, and whether his 

example_ has influenced, in any way, his agricultural surroundings. Before we have the* 
results, I am inclined to agree that even a conference, such as was proposed last year, could 
not get the subject very much further. In this, the Hon’ble Mr. Carmichael agrees. He 
is entirely in favour of a conference as soon as Government, and perhaps others, have more 
data to go upon. I am quite hopeful of learning results frond Bombay which will enable the 
Government of India to decide on the question of holding a conference with some prospect 
of furthering the consideration of this important question. 

5. In case we hear nothing from Bombay by March 1916, this file had better be put up 
with a draft demi official enquiry on the subject, 

C. H. A. 8*8.15. 

The file should be printed up and recorded after Education Department hare seen Hon’ble 
Member's note. 


Education Department* 


L. J. Keeshaw,— 16-8-16. 


Seen in the Education Department. 

The position, apparently, is as follows 

1 The Honourable Mr. Hill, though still in favour of a conference betweeu the tw* 
Departments, now thinks that it should be postponed for the present. 

2 Sufficient time has not elasped to say definitely whether the Bombay Vptn&oulalr Agri¬ 
cultural Schools have proved a success. The Director of Agriculture is collecting information 
and, when this is received, the Department of Revenue and Agriculture will be iu a position to 
diseuss. 

3. With regard to the possibility of giving an agricultural flavour to the curriculum tof { 
primary schools there are as yet few, if any, teachers competent to give suoh instruction. The 
Agricultural primers have therefore proved a failure. When a suitable oco&sion arises, this De¬ 
partment should approach the Department of Revenue and Agriculture for advice as to' 
curricula and equipment. 

4. Nothing new is said on the question of Agricultural Colleges and their relation to the 
Universities. This does not concern this Department directly, but it seems to me that the 
affiliation of Agricultural Colleges is a distinct advantage to the Universities concerned in that 

There are argameute the otber way, too. the Agricultural Professors should supply practical 

H. fcnABP,—19-8-16. experience of things and a knowledge of people 
which the other members of the University do not usually possess. If the Agricultural 
Colleges are not affiliated to the University, I hope the practice of nominating Agricultural 
Professors to the Senate will be continued. 

G. Anderson, —17-8-15. 

Honourable Member should see Sir Harcourt Butler’s note of the 10th October 1914 
and the Honourable Mr. Hill's of the 8th August 1915, especially paragraph 4. 

H. Sharp,— 19-8-15. 

Sir Harcourt Butler may see on return. Mr. Selwyn Fremantle, Magistrate of Allahabad, 
has in the Press a very interesting .pamphlet on the subject which I advise Secretary to ask iot* 

L. P[orter],— 26-8-15. 

Issue the letter to Mr. Fremantle (I have put draft below). Let Honourable Member see 
the file on return from leave on the 6th or 7 th. 

H. Sharp,— 27-8-15. 


Copt op a demi letter from tiie Hon'ble Mr. H. Sharp, C.I.E., M.A., Secretary to the 
Government op India, Education Department, to S. H. Fremantle, Esq., C I.E., 
Magistrate op Allahabad, dated Simla, the 27th Atjgubt 1915. 

Porter tells me you have in the Press a pamphlet on agricultural education. The question 
is under discussion here (it often is). I wonder if you could kindly let me have a oopy of your 
pamphlet ? 
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Copt op a dbmi-letter from S. H. Frkmantlb, Esq., C.I.E., Magistbatb of Allahabad, to 
thbHonble Mr. H. Sharp, C.I.E., M.A., Secretary to the Government of India, 
Education Department, dated Allahabad, tub 5th September 1915. 

I send you herewith a copy of my pamphlet row in the Press* I could not send it before as 
His Honour (Sir J. Meston) had it with the object of writing a preface. It deals you will see 
with rural primary education chiefly but there is mention of agricultural education also. 


We mu*t acknowledge. 

1. Draft* for approval. 

2. The file may now be submitted to Hon'ble Member— vide 
note of 26th August. 

L. H.,—9-9-15. 

The draft may issue. 

This is Mr. Fremantle's t€ Policy of Rural Education,” which 
on the matters discussed in this file. 

2. Mr. Fremantle emphasises two important facts 

( a ) In Japan 2-6 per cent of the School population proceed 

nearly 6 per cent proceed to technical courses. In 
centages are 12*4 and 0*5. 

( b ) Out of every 5 pupils in India who complete the Upper Primary stage no less 

than four go on to a Secondary Sohool, Mr. Fremantle argues from this that 
the present system takes away from the country side its best talent. He might 
have strengthened his contention perhaps by showing that this talent raTely 
goes back. In England it may do so in the country parson. 

8. Mr. Fremantle's chief suggestion is the half time school which he advocates on page 
19. He is also strongly in favour of co-operation between Agricultural and Education Depart¬ 
ments. 

G. Anderson,— 10-9-15. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Hill would postpone the proposed conference on Agricultural Education 
till the result of the Bombay experiment is seen. 16hew this to Hon'ble Member. 

There is a manuscript of a pamphlet below by Mr. Fremantle. The practical suggestions 
are on page 19 and onwards. After Hon'ble Member has seen this file, I will return the 
manuscript* 

H. Sharp, —17-9-15. 

I adhere to my view that a conference would he useful now but defer to the views of the 
Administrative Department. The subjeot requires a stimulus. Conferences keep enthusiasm 
going. 

_ S. H. B[utler], —19-9-15. 

Copy of a demi-official letter from the Hon'ble Mr. H. Sharp, C.I.E., M.A , Secretary 

to the Government of India, Education Department, to S.H. Fremantle, Esq., C.I.E.i 

Magistrate of Allahabad, No. 232, dated Simla, the 20th September 1915. 

Many thanks for the copy of your very interesting pamphlet. I think it letter to return 
you the manuscript and 6hall hope to see it shortly in print. 


H. Sharp, —7-9-15. 
the Hon'ble Mr. Porter's 

has a very distinct bearing 

to a literary course, while 
India, the answering per- 


Department of Revenue and Agriculture. 


The notes from page 19 are submitted for perusal. This file may now be printed up and 
recorded. It will be put up again in March 1916 as ordered by Hon’bh Member in para* 
graph 5 of his note of 8th August 1916 on page 19 ante, 

Mr. Fremantle will no doubt supply us with a copy of his pamphlet when printed. If 
not, we can ask for a copy later. 

C. H M.,— 24-9-15. 

F. Noyce,— 28-9-15. 

Hon'ble Member may wish to eee the Education Department dotes before the papers are 
printed up. 

L. J. Kershaw,—29-9-15. 

Unless we hear in the meanwhile Bombay may be asked demi-officially in Maroh about 
results of enquiries. 

_ C. H. A. H [ill] ,-80-9-16. 



Honourable Member wished me to send him tbie file at Allahabad. 1 discussed thd 
'question of a Conference with the Agricultural Adviser when he was here for the meftiujj of 
the Board of Scientific Advice. 1 have now got down from Simla and placed in the file 

• Appendix III to Motes. P a P f “ rs * which Mr. Coventry said he Imd sent 

Mr. Kershaw'earlier in t ie year regarding a Con¬ 
ference between Agricultural ffrd Educational Officers wnich had *e^n held in Madras. Plnse 
papers which I bad not seen before and which I do not thi k Honourable Member has yet 
seen are of great interest and show, I think, that Madras has already made considerable 
progress towards finding out the lines on which co-operation between the Agricultural and 
Educational Departments can best be carried out. 


2. The Agricultural Adviser agreed with the suggestion which I had already mentioned 
to Honourable Member that a small informal Conference between representatives of the 
Agricultural and Educational Departments presided over by Honourable Member might 
suitably be held at Pusa either before or. aft^r the meeting of the Board of Agriculture 
n^xfc February. It could not be held during the meetings of the B-ard as the time of the 
members of ihe Board will be so fully occupied. Mr. Coventry and I went through the list 
of officers of the Indian Agricultural Service and picked out the following names:— 

Mr Keatinge, who can speak with special reference to the Vernacular Agricultural 
Schools in Bombay. 

Mr Dobbs, Deputy Director of Agriculture, Bihar and Orissa, who was formerly at 
the Lyallpnr College and \s much interested in the question of agricultural 
education as ie shewn by the preceding jptea 

Mr Barnes, the Principal of iho Lyallpur College. 

Mr. Wood, the Principal of the Coimbatore C >llege. 

Mr, Clarke, Agricultural Chemist United Provinces, who, Agricultural Adviser says 
has devoted a good deal of attention to the subjeot. 

Mr. Coventry wns of opinion that if the utility of Agricultural Colleges to the 
Agricultural Department and to a gricultural industries were to be the main subject for dis¬ 
cussion, Mf. Clouston, Deputy Director of Agriculture, Central Provinces, should be added 
but that if, as I think is Honourable Member's intention, the object of tbe Conference is 
rather to find out a joint line of action which can be followed by the Agricultural and 
Educational Departments, the addiiion of Mr. Clouston would not be so necessary. Mr 
Coventry thought that the names mentioned above represented all the various schools of 
thought in the Agricultural Department on the subject of agricultural education. Mr. Lo# 
whom I have consulted thinks that Mr. Clouston would in any case be a very helpful member of 
the Conference* Mr. Coventry suggested Dr Mann but he is, I think,somewhat of a “crank'* 
and is not, I should imagine, likely to contribute anything very useful. Mr Chadwick, the 
Madras Director, would, I am sure, be a useful member but I doubt if it is desirable to have 
more representatives of the Agricultural Uepirtment than those mentioned above. The 
Agricultural Adviser says that Dr. Coleman is unfortunately on leave. * 

8. The Agricultural Adviser could think of no members of the Indian Educational 
SerVioe who have taken a special interest in Agricultural Education and could only suggest 
that Sir Edward Maclagan should represent that department. I have consulted Mr. Sharp 
and Mr. Low on the point. Mr. Sharp suggests that Mr. Sharp, tbe Bombay Director, or an 
Inspector of Schools suggested by him might attend and also Mr. de la Fosse, the United 
Provinces Director, or an Inspector suggested by him. Mr. Low could think of no one. 
Madras ought, I think, to be represented as that province seems to be the only one besides 
Bombay that is really doing something in the matter, and we might perhaps ask the Madras 
Government demi-officially which of the two Indian Educational Service offioere—Messrs* 
Appx, IV to Chnmpion and Kershaw— who attended the Madras Conference, would be the more useful. 
Notes. February would not be a convenient month for Mr. Sharp himself as he will be on tour and he 
x would prefer to be oonsulted later about any proposals the Conference might put forward. 

4. In his note, dated 24th July 1915, Hon ble Member mentioned the possibility of one or 
two Indian gentlemen who have knowled /e on the subject attending the Conference. The Agricul¬ 
tural Adviser could not think of any Indian gertleman likely to contribute anything practical 
to the discussion. The only name that occurred to me was that of Mr. Lalubhai Samaldas 
and both Mr Sharp and Mr Low mentioned him as a possibility. He is of course more 
interested in Cooperative than Agricultural education but has, I believe, ideas on the latter. 
Mr Sharp could think of no one else. Mr. Low suggested Mr. Theagaraya Chetty of Madras 
but he is interested tathet in industries than agriculture and Mr. Bam Krishna Amrut Pele 
of Morsi, Amraoti District, Central Provinces, who be says is a ke^n agriculturist and a practi¬ 
cal man with sound ideas. As for Indian officials Mr. Low mentioned Mr. Gonehalli, the 

Appx, III to Bombay Extra Deputy Director. Mr. R. Satagopa Aiayangar, a Lecturer at the R&jh&mundry 
Notes. College and an officer of tbe Provincial Educational Service in Madras, was a Member of the 
Madras Conference and might be useful. 

5. Tbe Agricultural Adviser would himself of course attend. He agreed that Mr 
Freeman tie would be a valuable member of the Conference as representing a point of view 
which is neither that of the Agricultural nor of the Educational Department. 

F. Notcb,— lfUll-15. 


882&AD 
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I haw had the advantage of discussing this question with Sir James Meston while at 
Allahabad. 

2. The discussion at Madras forwaided with Mr. Coventry's letter is of considorabte 

interest but does not really carry ua very mwob 

Appcadlx III to>Ko:w> further. I think that the present position may¬ 

be summarised somewhat as follows • 

la) There is a general feeling that the idea otgiviog an agricultural tinge to elementary 
education generally in primary schools must be abandoned. Even it 1 wer * 
ot herwise feasible, there are no qualified teachers' at present and can be none on- 
a scale proportionate to the needs of the case for a very great number of years to 
come. The results of the inquiry in Madras will, no doubt, be interesting, nt 
whether or not the general curriculum and the text books ib primary schoo s 
are found to be susceptible of modification calculated, to bring about the resu ts- 
aimed at, I do not think that we need for the moment take into account the 
possibility of modifying primary school courses in the direction of agncultuns- 
ing primary sohools. 

(i) An interesting experiment, the results of which, as reported in Mr. Keatinges 

„ letter,* are deeidedly promising, baa 

Ippendh II to Not«. been carried out in L. ni in the 

Poona District and i6 being extended to three or four other vilages in the 
Bombay Presidency. The experiment consists in organising small agrioultura^ 
schools for only a small number of selected boys of the agricultural class in 
outlying villages under the charge of an agricultural product of one of the* 
C< lieges. The Loni school is the only one whose results are yet suso^ptible of 
analysis and they are sufficiently encouraging to justify the hope tha; the 
schools may expand yet further and became more numerous as time go^s on. 
These schools are quite outside the hdncational Department and do not -purport 
to imping.* at any point upon the ordinary educational curriculum of the country. 
They cater for the agriculturist who has already gone through the necessary 
minimum of vernacular literary education. 


(c) It is most desirable that an attempt should be made to clarify the relatione of agri¬ 
cultural colleges 11 with the general educational syi-tem of the country and 
*2 with the Agricultural Department. In regard to this point, ther*- are two 
sharply conflicting views Oo the one hand, most of the officers of the Agri¬ 
cultural Department are opposed to the liberalisation of Agricultural Colleges- 
and to their affiliation with the Universities on the ground i hat by po doing 
the Agricultural Department will lose, to a certain extent, control of the colleges* 
while there will be le6e certainty that the lines of education as conducted iu the 
colleges will be so laid down as to secure a constant supply of suboidinates for 
service in the Agricultural Department. Oo the other hand, it is maintained 
that, by keeping the Agricultural Colleges within the limits devised for the 
production of subordinates for the Agricultural Department, we shall be stifling 
the higher agricultural education and research and diseouraging the evolution of 
a class of Indians who will take up con a more the proseoution ef higher studies- 
and research in agrioulture instead of in other subjects. 


With reference,.generally, to this question, it seems to me that this is another 
Department of publie life in regard to which it behoves us to recognise that 
efficiency is not the sole or even the most important point to consider. If 
departmental efficiency can only be maintained at its highest level at the 
•aerifioe of political considerations and of the attainment <f a more liberal 
course of education in agriculture, then it is arguable tb?t efficiency might, m 
political gioimds, justifiably be sacril ced. At all events, this is a point which 
will be all the better of discussion at any conference that may be convened. 


(rf) The relative positions of the Educational Department and the Agricultural Depart¬ 
ment in regard to Agricultural education and development also require further' 
discussion. 


9% My idea is that we may with great advantage eonvene an in formal conference to discusa 
the above matters, and I agree that a day or two before the assembly of the Board of Agricul¬ 
ture at Puso might be a convenient time. I think that such resolutions or suggestions as may 
result from the discussion at this conference should be communicated to Loeal Governments 
dmi-officia’ly for their consideration with a request that the” will favour the Government of 
India with their advice on them. For the purposes of such discission, I agree that the 
personnel suggested by Secretary on page 21 will be suitable so far as it goes, namely, Mr. 
Keatinge. Mr. Dobbs, Mr. Barnes, Mr. Wood, and Mr. Clarke. But, if the Educational 
Department are in agreement, I should like also to have an educational expert at the conference. 
Will the Educational Department kindly advise on this point. We want a liberal advise 
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unfettered by preconceived prejudice or departmental jealousy and I agree that Mr. Sharp, the 
Dirwt or of Public Instruction in Bombay, would be a suitable man for the purpose; but I 
know his view** very well and I am very doubtful whether he, who is one of the busiest men 
in the Bombay Presidency, could without great inconvenience attend, and perhaps the Edu¬ 
cational Department could suggest someone else. Could they, for example, spare Mr. Anderson 
for two or three days ; 

4. In addition to the above, I think we should certainly have an Indian gentleman, if not 
two. Mr. Lalubhai Samaldas would certainly be useful and I happen to know that the newly 
appointed Mrv Justice Jawala Prasad, recently selected for the Bihar and Orissa High Court, 
is much interested in the subjeot. One or other or both of these might be on the conference. 

6 Finally,—this has been suggested to me by Sir James Meston,—it would be a good 
plan to have an experienced administrative officer of the Revenue Department to advise. I 
•ce that no Bengal officer is on the personnel hitherto suggested and it occurs to me that it 
might be a good thing to ask th* Hon'ble Mr Beatson Bell to suggest some Revenue officer, 
not of agricultural experience, from Bengal. Possibly, also, Mr* Free man tie might be included 
if Bengal has no nominee. 

6. If the Eduoation Department concur generally in the views expressed in this Depart¬ 
ment, Secretary might put up a demi-official draft to the Lv.cal Governments concerned, asking 
for their co-operation and the loan of the services of the officers mentioned. I can discuss the 
date of the conference with Seoretary on return to Delhi 

C.H. A. H[ill],— 20-11-15. 

Department of Education. 


This is a long standing case between the Revenue and Agriculture Department and 
the Education Department regarding the organisation *>f agricultural education in its various 
brunches. The question has been discussed at length in the preceding notes. The Honourable 
Mr Hill in his note of the 20th instant has summarised the present position He now pro¬ 
poses a committee in February. Sir Haroourt Butler was in favour of a committee (vide his 
notes of the 10th October 1914 and of the 19th September 1915). 

2. This Department is now asked to concur generally in the views expressed in the 
Honourable Mr. Hill's note I thmk we may say that we concur in the idea of acommittee in 
February. The question of the personnel of the committee is discussed in paragraphs 3 to 5 of 
Mr. Hill's note. This Department is miinly concerned with paragraphs. I entirely agree 
that Mr, Anderson fulfils the requirements suggested in that paragraph, but I have ascertained 
irom him that he has no particular experience of the questions in hand. If the Revenue and 
Agiiculture Department do not consider this a serious objection he might at tend the Conference. 
But I would earnestly en/gest the presence of some Director of Public Instruction or some 
Inspector who has had recent experience in the matter in addition to Mr Anderson. If Mr. 
Sharp of Bombay cannot come I would repeat my suggestion of Mr. dcla Fosse of the United 
Provinces. 

3. Possibly Honourable Member may have some useful suggestion to make regarding para¬ 
graph 4 of Mr. Hill's note. As to paragraph 5,1 mfghtadd that Mr. Beatsoo-Bell worked with 
me on a committee on the primary oarriculuin in Eastern Bangal and took great interest in the 
subject. 

4. I think it might be well to bring to the notice of the Revenue and Agriculture Depart¬ 
ment that Sir Edward Maolagan will be Secretary in this Department when the Conference 
takes plaoe and that his presence might be useful. He has dealt largely with this oase. 

6. As regards the concluding sentence of Mr. Noyce's note of 16th instant, I had under¬ 
stood that tie Conference would take place early in February. If it takes place after my return 
f, r the Council meetings 1 could attend if this is desired. But Mr. Noyce and myself both 
doubted whetber my attendance would be altogether desirable. 

6. As regards the merits of the case itself, this Department is not asked for its opinion at 
this stage. I would however put in a plea as regards paragraph 2 (a) of Mr. Hill's note that 
the Conference should not lose sight of the idea of giving an agricultural tinge to # elementary 
education. As I said in my note of the 25th July 1914, I think a discussion of this will be of 
value. That the result of such a policy will not be immediately apparent does nut mew that 
such a policy is to be neglected. 

H. Shabp,— 25-11-15. 

I agree with Sir Harconrt Butler that a conference at helhi might be useful. 
As it ie intended to secure oo-operation in agricultural education and research, 
between the two Departments, it must be h*»ld at a place where the heads of the two 
Departments and their Secretaries might follow the proceedings. It is not of muoh 
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*1 bur# Mfred Secretary to 
put up a pe’-Bonftl letter to 
Mr. Bell from me. This 
should i^aue and be replied 
to before Bengal are 
addressed. 

C. H. A. 

i 


In tbs letter to local 
Government* (11) maj be 
■bi wq as ** A repieseutative 
of the Education Depart* 

ibim y 

I- C. 0. At 


tiBo bo depute an officer to atteud the Conference at Pusa For this, it is not essential to in rite 
non-official Indians. 

If it is proposed t* consider the question of Agricultural education or research, we should 
invite non-official Indians, men who hive been doing so uthing for agriculture or who ure them¬ 
selves engaged in it. In that case, the advisability of meeting in a Presidency Town or Allaha¬ 
bad, in preference to Delhi, might be considered. 

I am against a meeting at Posa. 

C. S. N[aib],— 27-1M5. 

P S —I presume we are called upon to give our opinion only on the question of the % 
Conference. 

C. S. [Nair]. 

The TTon’bleMr. Hill told me that it was proposed to hold a conference at Pusa and 
that it would be a conference of the Revenue and Agiicultare Department at which . it was 
desired that some educational officer should be present in order to render assistance but not as 
representative of the Department. I spoke to the Hon’ble the Member for Education 
about the matter. On this understanding he withdraws his objection to a conference at usa. 
He is also willing that, if 1 can manage it, 1 sh< uld attend the conference or that one of the ’ 
Directors of Public Instruction should attend or that both I and a Director should attend. He 
thinks that this would U> more usfful than the attendance of Mr. Anderson, since Mr. 
Anderson has no practical knowledge of the subject. Should the Revenue and Agriculture 
Department decide that Mr. re la Fosse or some other Director should be present they will no 
doubt arrange direct with the Local Government. 

H. Sharp, —1-12-16* 

Department of Revenue and Agriculture.' 


Hon’ble Member would perhaps kindly let me die mss this with him after perusal of the. 
Ed .cation Department's notes. 

F. Noyor.— 6-12-15. 

I think the Honourable Member in Education Department did not quite realize that 
this was purely a question of a Conference to discuss the agricultural side of the subject, and 
that this misunderstanding underlies his objection to Pusa as the locale of the Conference* The 
position is a somewhat different one to that which was dealt with by the Honourable Sir 
Harcourt Butler. I am grateful to the Honourable Sir Sankaran for agreeing to permit ah 
educational expert to attend. We should warmly welcome Mr. Sharp; but I understand from' 
the Honorable Sir E. Maclagan that it is more probable now that Mr. Anderson will be 
able to attend. 

2. I think we should now address the Local Governments concerned intimating, that it ip- 
proposed to hold an informal Conference at Pu6a on 4th February to discuss Agricultural 
Education generally, explaining the scope generally as in my note, and giving roughly the 
headings of the subjects which will come under discussion. We should intimate that it is 
proposed that the Conference should be constituted as follows- 


(1) Myself—President. 

(2) ^Honourable Mr. Beatson Bell, or a nominee of bis from Bengal. 


(8) Mr. Coventry ... 


Agricultural Adviser. 

(4) Mr. Eeatinge ... 


Director of Agriculture, Bombay. 

(6) Mr. Dobbs ... 

M ♦ 

Deputy Direotor, Bihar and Orissa. 

(6) Mr. Barnes 

• as 

Ly all pur Agricultural College. 

t * 5 

(7) Mr. Wood ... ... 

set 

i 

Coimbatore. 

(8) Mr. Clarke ... 

• » • 

United Provinces, 

(9) Hpn'ble Mr. Ldubhai Samaldas, CJ.E. 

Bombay. 

(10) Hon'ble Mr. Justioe Jawala Prasad 

• • • 

Bihar and Orissa, 

(11) Hon’ble Mr. Sharp 
or 

Mr. Anderson. 


Education Department, 

(12) Mr. de la Fosse 


Director of JVidift Instruction, U nite 
Provinces. 

(13) Mr. Freemantle . •« 

(14) Mr. Cloueton 


Collector, Allahabad.' 

Central Provinces, 
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The lefter can he derai-offioial, rinoe the Conference is to be informal, and oan express the 
hope that Local Governments will kindly permit the officers named to attend. 

As regards Nos. (9) and (10) a personal letter can be pent. 

As to No. (2) I have noted in the margin. 1 should like to see drafts. Seoretary might 
mention the matter to His Excellency. 

Education Department should see again after issue. 

C. H. A. H [ill], -6-12-15. 

1 submit draft demi-officials to Local Governments and alpo the draft of a personal letter 
from Hon'ble Member to the Hon'ble Mr. Beatson Bell. I have not submitted draft invita¬ 
tions to Mr. Lalulhai Saraaldas and Rai Jawala Prasad Bahadur (this is, I think, his correct 
designation at present as he has not yet taken up his duties in the Bihar and Orissa High 
Court). These should, I think, contain an indication that they will receive the usual travelling 
and halting allowances admissible in these circumstances. £ am not sure what these are and 
am having the point looked up. The concurrence of the Finance Department will be nec°ssary 
in regard to this. 

2 I also submit a tentative list of subjects for discussion. I have used as a basis for this, 
Mr. MacKenna’s syllabus on page ante but I have modified it very considerably with 
reference to the later notes more especially Hon'ble Member's note and have curtailed it as the 
conference will not be on the scale anticipated when Mr. MacKenna drew up his syllabus If 
Hon'ble Member would prefer to consider this more at leisure or would wish to have it criticised 
by the Agricultural Adviser and the Education Department, we can tell Local Governments that 
it will follow. I have not included the curricula of the Agricultural Colleges as a subject for 
disoussion. I venture to think that in view of the recent extensive changes introduced by 
Local Governments there is nothing to be gained by discussing this as we could hardly ask 
Local Governments to go back upon their recent action in this respect. 

3. As regards the pei-sonnel of the conference, a question which arises is whether it would 
not be an advantage if Mr. MacKenna could not attend the Conference (Burma will otherwise 
not be represented though this in itself does nor matter very much ae the question of agricultural 
education does not I think, present the same aspects there as in India proper) as well as the 
meeting of the B>ard of Agriculture. Mr. MacKenna wrote to me privately about this a short 
time back. He would, I know, like to attend the meeting of the £oa*d of Agriculture but is 
not anxious to face two journeve from Burma within six or seven weeks of each other. I hardly 
think that there is any special duty on which he could be placed bet ween the meeting of the 
Board and April 1st in which he takes over-charge of the Agricultural Advisers hip, especially in 
view of the present financial stringency. I shall probably hear from him again about this iu a 
day or two. In any case it would, 1 think, be an advantage if he could attend though it might 
be inconvenient to the Government of Burma* 

4. I mentioned the case to His Excellency who entirely approved the idea of the 
Conference. He pointed out that it might not be possible for Rai Bahadur Jawala 
Prasad to attend as the Bihar and Orissa High Court will be opened early in Feb¬ 
ruary. 1 have since ascertained that His Excellency is opening the High Court on Feb¬ 
ruary 3rd, so that it should be possible for Rai Bahadur Jawala Prasad to be at Pusa on the 
4th. Sir Edward Maclagan has mentioned to m* that Surdar Jogendra Singh of the Punjab 
would be a useful non-official to have on the C inference I Lad overlooked him but I know 
that he takes a great interest in agricultural education and development generally. He might 
perhaps be substituted for Rai Bahadur Jawala Prasad as Honourable Member does not, I 
think, wish to have more than two officials or weoould wait and see whether both Mr. Lalubhai 
Samaldos and Mr. Jawala Prasad accept before sending him an invitation. 

■ F. Noyce,— 11-12-15. 

I have added the question to what extent education in the vernacular should be given at 
the agricultural colleges to the heads for disousion with reference to Hon'ble Member's note 
on the file containing the Punjab report for last year. 

F. Noyoe,—11-12-14. 

I should like Agricultural Adviser to see before I note. 


Agricultural Adviser. 


C. H. A. H [ill],— 14-12-14 


I think there should be an issne on the question as to whether, in view of the present low 
standard of primary and secondary education, of the very large amount of il literacy amongst the 
agricoltnrU classes and of the undeveloped (I might almost say primitive) state of the argi- 
culioral industry, there is any serious demand for Agricultural Colleges as part of the general 
scheme of education. In other words whether these Agricultural Colleges as educational 
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centres aro not in advance of the times'and of the existing Educational Scheme. Whether 
it would not he b tter to make them merely Institutes with Experimental farms for techn -al 
instruction and training up to the demaud. 

2. Another point which I think might advantageously be dismissed is whether the 
greatest assistance wLicli the Agricultural Department can render to the cause of education 
is nit by the expansion of the demonstration of improved agricultural metho's so as to 
increase the resource* of the agricultural olasses, raise their standard of living and thus pluce 
them in a more favourable position to participate in a more advanced scheme of ge eral edu¬ 
cation. This policy has been m. st successfully adopted in the Southern States of America 
where conditions were 10 years ago very similar to those,in India. 

8. With regard to item (< IV General” of the Heads of discussion enquiry is made as 
to whether them are any other ways in which the Education Department could assist the 
Agricultural Department in regard to agricultural education. My personal view is that this 
is not quite the oorrect attitude to take up. Wc are not primarily concerned with education 
proper. It is the sphere of the Education Department and I rather think the question Bhould 
be put &9 to how the Agricultural Department can assist the Education Department. 

Also it is not clear to me what is meant by ik rural development/’ If "agricultural 
development ” is meant, I doubt whether we require the assistance of the Education Depart¬ 
ment in this technical matter except that they might link themselves up with us in a move* 
ment for the demonstration of improved methods as a force for the education of youth. If 
"rural education” is meyit then the question is whether the Agricultural Department can 
assist the Education Department rather than the converse. 

These are the only remarks I have to make. 

4. I should liko to have a copy of the Heads of Discussion before the meeting if there is 
no objection and I should als> be glad to know whether the Hon'ble Member aud the members 
of the oouference will arrive at Pusa on 3rd February or on the 4th. 

B. Coventry, 

Agricultural Adviser to the Government of India. 

This file only reached me from the Agricultural Adviser to-day. As time is getting 
yalher short it would perhaps be better if the derai-oflicials to Local Governments were to 
issue at once and the heads of discQ6sion were to follow later. Honourable Member can then 
deal with the latter at his leisure. 

2. The first issue suggested by the Agricultural Adviser falls under the general heading 
in the demi officials of the relationship of the Agricultural Colleges to the Agricultural 
Department and to the general educational system of the country. It may perhaps be 
included in the heads f«?r discussion though I cannot help thinking that, in view of the deve¬ 
lopments of the last ten years, the transformation of the Agricultural Colleges from centres 

lagree for agricultural education into Institutes for 

C. H. technical training in Agriculture is not now practi¬ 

cal politics. 

3. I am inclined to think that the second issue suggested by the Agricultural Adviser 
is of too vague a charactur to be included in the heads for discussion. I do not feel at all 
certain that 1 understand what the Agiicultural Adviser means. It is the present policy of 
the Agricultural Department " to render all assistance possible to the cause of education by the 
expansion of the demonstration of improved agrioultura) methods so as to increase the 
resources of the Agricultural classes, raise their standard of living and thus place them in a 
far more favourable position to participate in a more advanced scheme rr general education.” 

If the idea underlying Mr. Coventry's suggestion is that the Agricultural Department should 

I agree again. confine itself entirely to this and ha 'e nothing 

C. H. more to do with agricultural education this again 

is not, I think, <# practical politics.” 

4. The t hird question raised by tbe Agricultural Adviser can perhaps be met by the 
alteration 1 have made in the heads for discussion, 

5. In paragraph 3 of my note of 11th December 1915 on page 25 ante I raised the ques¬ 
tion whether Mr. MacKenna might not attend ihe Conference. I have since heard from Mr. 
MacKeuna that he would muob like to attend the next meeting of the Board of Agriculture 
and it would certainly seem very desirable that he should do so as it will fall to him to deal 
with its recommendations. If he attends the meeting of the Boaid he should also, I venture 

Iagwe. to think, as the next Agricultural Adviser, be 

C. H. asked to attend the Conference. If Honourable # 

Member agrees, Mr. Coventry whtvconvenes the meeting of the Board of Agriculture, mar 
be asked to send him an iuvil&tion and & demi-official similar to those below may issue to the 
Govern meat of Burma. 
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6, Paragraph 4 of the Agricultural Adviser's n *te is f r ^nler«. Honourable Member's 
y«* internion is, I think, that the Conference should 

C. H. assemble on the morning of the 4-th February. 

F. Noyce,— 28-12-15. 

The demi-official can issue— without the list of subjccts-rwhich will need recasting I 
think, and oan be a good deal abbreviated. Let me have the file after issue please 

a H. A. H [ill], -23-12-16. 

The demi official letters to which I have made »n addition regarding Mr. MaoKonna should 
issue to-day and the file be submitted to Hon'blo Member to-morrow. It may be given to Mr. 

~ n u- q An -u n \f a ™ko. Cohen forHon'ble Member. The d^mi-official be- 

*•" by low to Mr. Coventry should also issue. The demi- 

offioial to Mr, Beatson Bell will of course be signed by Hou'ble Member, 

F, Noyol,—24-12-15. 


Demi-official letters Nos. 145-151-C;, dated Delhi ,thb 25th December 1915, prom 
F. Noyce, Esq., I.C.S., Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Reven¬ 
ue and Agriculture, to the Chief Secretaries, Bombay and tub United Provinces, 
the Revenue Secretaries, Madras, Bibar and Orissa, and Burma, and the Punjab, 
the Hon’blb Mr. J. Hullau, Third Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, Central 
Provinces, 
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I am to say that the Government of India are onable to regard the present position in 
regard to agricultural education as at all satisfactory. Although the question i* primarily one 
for the Agricultural Department, the Education Department is also closely concerned whilst the 
administrative aspect cannot be altogether overlooked. In order that the Government of India 
may have the benefit of the advice of pxperienced officers of all the departments concerned a» 
well as of non official gentlemen who have taken a special interest ip the subject it 
has been thought desirable that a small informal conference finder the pre-idenoy of the 
Hon ble Member in charge of this Department should be convened at Pnsa on February 4th, 
1916, to discuss the suuject in all its bearings. The date and place of the conference have 
been fixed to suit the convenience of the officers of the Agricultural Department who will attend 
it os the majority of them are also members of the Board of Agriculture which will meet at 
Puea on February 7th. A tentative list of the subjects which will be niscussed by the confer¬ 
ence will be sent later but the main points which would come under consideration may be 
summarized as follows 


(«) The question whether the idea of giving an agricultural tinge to elementary educa¬ 
tion generally in primary fchools should be definitely abandoned. The Govern¬ 
ment of India are inclined to think that the trend of feeling is now in this direc¬ 
tion. Apart from other considerations the supply of teachers qualified to impart 
such a tinge is extremely limited aDd there is little or no prospeot that it will 
increase within a reasonable time on a 6cale that would be proportionate to the 
needs of the case; 

(6) Whether the interesting and promising experiment which is being carried out in 
Bombay of organizing vernacular agricultural school? in charge of a graduate in 
agriculture, admission to which is limited to a small number of boys of the 
agricultural class in neighbouring villages, should be extended to other Pro¬ 
vinces ; 

(e) the relationship of the agricultural colleges to the Agricultural Department and to 
the general educational system of the country. Two sharply conflicting views 
are at present held on this subject. The one view is that the affiliation of the 
colleges to the Universities will lessen the control of the Agricultural Depart¬ 
ment over them and that this is undesirable as it will mean that there will be less 
certainty that the education given will be carried out on lines which will secure 
a constant and sufficient supply of suitable candidates for service in the Agricul¬ 
tural Department. The other view is that affiliation is likely to result in an id- 
crease in the class, which is at present practically non-existent of students who 
take up higher studies and research work in Agriculture for its own sake and 
not as an avenue to Government employment. In this connexion the question 
arises whether a more liberal education in Agriculture is uot desirable on other- 
grounds even if it involves some sacrifice of departmental efficiency ; 

(d) the general question of the lines on which the Agricultural and Educational 
Departments can best Work in co-operation in regard to agricultural education 
and development* 
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2. A* the Conference will be an informal on* it ifl desired to keep it as small as possible 
and it is proposed that it should oonsist of the following members 

1. Hoi/ble Mr. C.H.A. Hill, C.SJ, C.I.E., President. 

2. Mr B. Coventry, C.I.E., Agricultural Adviser to the Government of India. 

3. Mr. G.F. Keatinge, C.I.E., Director of Agriculture, Bombay. 


4. Mr. J. MaoKenna, Deputy Commissioner, Myaungmya. 

5. Mr. A.C Dobbs, Deputy Director of Agriculture, Bihar and Orissa* 

6 Mr. R.W B.C. Wood, Principal, Agricultural College, Coimbatore, Madras. 

7 Mr. D. Clouston, Deputy Director of Agriculture, Central Provinces# 

8. Mr. G. Clarke, Agricultural Chemist, United Provinces. 

9. Mr. J. H. Barnes, Agricultural Chemist and Principal, Lyallpur College, Punjab 

10. The Hon’ble Mr. C.F. de la Fosse, Director of Pubtio Instruction, United Provinces;. 

11. Mr. S.H. Fremantle, 0.1. E., Collector of Allahabad, United Provinces. 

12. Another officer with administrative experience. 

13. A Representative of the Education Department of the Government of India* 

14. The Honourable Mr. Lalubha* Samaldas, C.I. E., Bombay. 

15. Rai Jawula Prasad Bahadur,"Government Pleader, Arrab. 


Hie Excellency the Governor in Council _ 

I am to express the hope that h u Bmmir Liciitcnwni-GoYPriior in Council will kindly permits 

His H onour the Lieutenant-Governor. ( 

Sir benjamin Hobertson " 

Mr. Keatinge, etc., to attend the conference An invitation to the Honourable Mr. Lalnbhai 

Samaldas to take part in the conference will he 
sent direct. 


To Bombay only. 


An intivation to Mr. Maokenna to attend the meeting of the Board of Agriculture i» 

_ _ , being sent by the Agricnltural Adviser. 

To Burma only. 


An invitation to Rai Bahadur Jawala Prasad to take part in the ^conference will be sent; 

direct as it is understood* that he will not have. 
To Bihar and Oruaa. assumed charge of his duties as Puisne Judge of 

the Bihar High Court by the date of the conference. 


3. I am to add that Local Governments and Administrations will be consulted demi- 
offioially in due course in regard to any proposals which the conference may decide to lay before 
the Government of India for consideration. 


DEMI OFFICIAL LITTER No. 152-C., DATED 25TFI DECEMBER 1915, FROM THE Hon'bLE Mi. 
C. H. A. Hill, C.S.I., C.I.E., I.C S. f Hobble Member in charge of the Depart¬ 
ment of Rbvkkub and Agriculture and Public Works Department, Government 
of India, to the Hon'ble Mr. N. D. Beatson-Bbll, C.S.I., C.I.E., Member or 
Council, Bengal. _ 

I have for some time pest not felt at all happy over the present position in regard to 
agricnltural education. The literature on the subject is growing very rapidly but except for tho* 
changes which have recently been introduced in the curricula of the various Agricultural 
Colleges, little or nothing is be ng done. In order to enable us to come to some definite con* 
elusion as to the lino of policy whioh should be adopted by tbe Government of India in future* 
I &m proposing *o convene a small informal conference over which 1 should preside at Pusa on 
February 4tb, 1916, to discuss the subject in all its bearings. The conference will consist mainly 
of officers of the Agricultural Department but the Education Department will be represented as 
well as the non official public. I am anxious also to have tbe assistance of ote or two officera 
with administrative e^rience and should l>e very glad indeed if yon could find it convenient 
to attend as y-ur views on the question at issue w< nld be of great, value. If you eannot man* 
age to get away, 1 should be glad if you cruld suggest a Revenue Officer from Bengal who 
need not have had nny agricultural experience but whose presence is likely to be helpful. We 
will then ask the Bengal Government demi-offioiaHy for his services, 

2. A tentative list of th* subjects which would be diseased will be tent later hut the main 
points which would come under consideration may be sum ran ,*ix«id as follows 

(a) The question whether t.h*> idea of giving an agr^dtrraS tinge to elementry education 
generally in primary sohools should be deun ,?ly ^unioned. The Government 
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of India are inclined to think that the trend of fueling is now in this direction. 
Apart from other considerations the supply of teachers qualified to impart 
suoh a tinge is extremely limited and there is little or no prospect that it will 
increase within a reasonable time on a scale that would be proportionate to the 
needs of the case ; 

(6) whether the interesting and promising experiment which is being earned out in 
Bombay of organising vernacular agricultural sohoolsin charge of a graduate in 
agriculture, admission to which is limited to a small number of boys of the agri- 
. cultural class in neighbouring villages should be extended'’to other provinces. 

(*) the relationship of the agricultural colleges to the agricultural Department and to 
the general education system of the country. Two sharply confl.oting views 
are at present held on this subject. The one view is that the affiliation of the 
colleges to the Universities will lessen the control of the Agricultural Depart* 
ment over them aud that this is undesirable as it will mem that there will 
be less certainty that the education given will be carried out on lines which 
will secure a constant and sufficient supply of. suitable candidates for service in 
the agricultural department. The other view is that affiliation is likely to 
result in an increase in the class, which is at present practically non-existent of 
students who take up higher studies and research work in agriculture for its 
own sake and not as an avenue to Government employment. In this connexion 
the question arises whether a more liberal education in agrioulture is not desi¬ 
rable on other grounds even if it involves some sacrifice of departmental effi¬ 
ciency ; 

(d) the general question of the lines on which the Agricultural and Educational De¬ 
partment can best work in co-operation in regard to agricultural education and 
development. 

i 

I may add that it is proposed that the conference should consist of the following mem¬ 
bers 

1. Hon'ble Mr. C. H. A. Hill, C. S. I., C. I. E, President. 

2. Mr. B. Coventry, C. I. E., Agricultural Adviser to the Government of India. 

3. Mr. G. F. Keatioge, C. I. E., Direotor of Agrioulture, Bombay. 

4. Mr. James Mao Ke no a, Deputy Commissioner, Myaungmya. 

5. Mr. A. C. Dobbs, Deputy Director of Agrioulture Bibar and Orissa 

6. Mr. B. W. B. C. Wood, Principal, Agricultural College, Coimbatore, Madras. 

7. Mr. D. Clouston, Deputy Director of Agrioulture, Central Provinces. 

8. Mr. G. Clarke, Agricultural Chemist, United Provisoes. 

9. Mr. J H- Barnes, Agricultural Chemist and Prinoipal, Lyallpore College 

Punjab. 

10. The Hon'ble Mr. C. F. de la Fosse. Direotor of Publio Instruction, United 
provinces. 

11 Mr. S. H. Fremantle, C. I. E., Collector of Allahabad, United Provinces. 

12. Another officer with administrative experience. 

13. A Bepresentative of the Education Department of the Government of L.dia. 

14. The Hon'ble Mr. Lalubhai Samaldas, C, I. E., Bombay. 

15. Eai Jawala Prasad Bahadur, Government Pleader, Arrah. 

I hope that you will find it possible to attend. 


Demi-official letter No. 153-C., dated Delhi, the 25th December 1915, from F. Notch, 
Esq., I.C S., Secrbtaby to the Government of India, Department of Bevbndb and 
Agriculture, to B. Coventry, Esq., C.I.E., Agricultural Adviser to thb Govern¬ 
ment of India. 

As MacKenna is to succeed you as Agricultural Adviser Mr. Hill thinks that it would be 
a great advantage if he were to attend both the conference on Agricultural Education and the 
meeting of the Board of Agriculture. As you convene the meeting of the Board an invitation 
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to attend it should, I think, be sent by you. The G *vernment of Burma is therefore being 
asked to permit MecKennato attend the Educational Conference and is being informed that 
you are sending him an invitation to attend the meeting of the Board. His addre-s* is *' Deputy 
Commissioner, Myaungmya.” 

2 . You enquired in your note on the Agricultural Education file whether the Hon ble 
Member and th^ members of the Inference would arrive at Pusa on the 3rd February or the 
4th, It is Hon'ble Member e intention that the Conference should assemble on the morning 
of the 4th February which will mean that the members will be arriving in Pusa either on the 
3rd or the early morning of the 4ih. 


The next meeting of the Board of Agriculture in India is to be held at Pus * fmxn the 7 th 
to the 12th February 1916. It is also proposed to hold a Conference <>d Agricultural Education 
at Pusa between Agricultural and Education experts a few days before the meetings of the 
Board of Agriculture and it is proposed to invite Mr Lalubhai Samaldas and Rai Jawala 
Prasad Bahadur to attend the Conference on Agricultural Education. The question f«T 
decision in this file is whether these gentlemen will leceive the usual travelling and hairing 
allowances in these circumstances. It-is understood that. Mr. Lalubhai Samaldas is not a 
government servant, but that he is a merohaot in Bombav, Rai Jawala Prasad Bahadur is 
the Government Pleader. Arrah, and as such is a Government servant. He has been nominat¬ 
ed as a Judge of the Bibar and Orissa High Court. 

2 , In 1911 Mr, Neilson, Manager, Sugar Factors Nellikuppam, was asked to attend the 
„ . _ A _. „ ___ „ meeting of the Board of Agriculture at Pusa and 

B# Novem , oa. -17, e 0 . 816 . as he was not a Government servant he was paid 

his actual travelling expenses. The Finance 
Department pointed out in that case that if Mr. Neilson was not a Government servant, 
1 bie Department as a Local Government was competent to sanction for him 
trJivelling allowance ot actual expenses und^r Article 1004. Civil Service Regulations. 
Dnder this Article a Local Government may grant travelling allowance under the Civil Service 
Regulations to any person, who is not a government official and who may be required to 
attend any meeting of a Commission of Enquiry or of a Board, Conference, Committee, or 
departmental enquiry, convened under (or with reference to) its orders to transact or advise 
upon matters of public business or to conduot examinations held under its authority, or who 
may be required to perform any public duties in an honorary capacity; and may for this 
purpose declare, by general or special order, to what olass such a person belongs and to what 
daily allowance he is entitled, subject to the condition that the ordinary daily allowances for 
officers of the first and seoond classes, respectively, shall not exceed Rs. 6 and Rs. 3. It may 
also, at its discretion, grant eu"h a person, in lieu of travelling allowances under the Civil 
Service Regulations, the travelling, hotel and car iage expenses actually incurred by him. In 
view of this Article we may perhaps sanction the grant to Mr. Lalubhai Samaldas of the 
travelling, hotel and carriage expenses actually incurred by him. 

3. As regards Rai Jawala Prasad Bahadur we may, with the concurrence of the Finanoe 
Department, sanction the grant to him of travelin g allowance under the ordinary rules as in 

• A., February 1909, Nos. 27*28, File No. 201 of the precedent* of 1909 when we permitted 
19 8 . members of the Department of Agriculture in 

Eastern Bengal and Assam, who were not selected members of the Board of Agriculture to 
attend the meetings at Puea in the capacity of visitors and allowed them travelling allowance 
under the ordinary roles. 

4. The question also arises as to how the cost should be met. This Department will not 
be able to meet the cost as no savings are anticipated in the budget of this Department, but 
the Agricultural Adviser will no doubt be able to meet the expenditure from the grants at his 
disposal for expenses connected with the meeting of the Board of Agriculture. For this purnosa 

t A., March 1016, Km. 61-68, File No. 266 of 1914. ’ “ SU , m ° £ was pK'Videdt m the Budget 

of the Imperial Department of Agriculture for the 
current year, and we recently placed air the disposal of the Agricultural Adviser the Miscella¬ 
neous Expenditure grant (Rs. 1,000) of this Department to be utilised for expenditure 
incidental to the meeting of the Board of Agriculture to be held in February 1916. The 
Agricultural Adviser may see unofficially and be asked to say if he can meet the expenditure 
for the travelling and other expenses of Mr. Lalubhai Samaldas and Rai Jawala Prasad 
Bahadur as it seems desirable to eettle this point before the case goes to Finance Department. 

A. E. B.,—13-12-15. 

C. H. M.,—18-12-15. 


Will Agricultural Adviser kindly note as to paragraph 4 of office note. 

H, W. Embmok,—14-12-15. 


Agricultural Adviser. 
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It is not possible to meet the cost of the travelling allowance of non-official gentlemen that 
will attend the Conference from Be 2. OOfl, now available f>r the Board of Agriculture. The 
Board hae considerably increased in 6ize and the atnouut of Rs. 2,000 now available is barely 
sufficient for all expenses connected with it No savings are expected in the travelling 
allowance and contingent grants provided in my budgtt. Besides the travelling allowance 
of non-official members of the Conference, I expect there will be some expenses connected with 
the Conference itself. I can, however, meet all these expenses if Go\crnmenm is pleased to 
authorise me to reappropriate necessary lands from savings whteh I expect in ihe salaries of 
officers already reported to Government. If approved, I can officially apply for this saoetion. 


A 


Wynne Sayer, 


for Agricultural Adviser to the Government of India . 
Department of Revenue and Agriculture. 


* Submitted with reference to Agricultural Adviser's note. If it is decided to invite Mr. 
Lalubhai Satnaldas he m«y be told that he will be paid the travelling, hotel and carriage 
expenses that may be actually incurred by him vide paragraph 2 of office note of 18th Decem¬ 
ber 1915. As regards Rai Jawala Prasad Bahadur, if he too is to be invited, then with tbe 
concurrence of the Finance Department he may be told that he will get travelling allowance 
under the ordinary rules. 

2. With reference to the question as to how the extra cost is to be met and <( A " 
above of Agricultural Adviser's note of 22nd December 1915, the Agricultural Adviser 
reported that be anticipated savings of about Be 18.000 in his current budget under salaries 
of Gazetted Officers. This was reported by our Department to Finance Department with general 
memorandum No. 2714, dated"17th November 1915. It cannot be said whether any portion of 
these anticipated savings is being reappropriated for Mr. Lefroy and his establishment but if 
it is not then with the concurrence of Finance Department, the Agricultnr&l Adviser may be 
authorised to re-appropriate such amount as he may need to meet tbe travelling expanses of 
Messr. Samaldas and Jawala Prasad and the co<*t of such other expenses ha expects to incur in 
connection with the meeting of the conference on Agricultural Education w hich is being held 
at Pusa next February. 

C. II. M.,—27-12-15. 


It is proposed to hold a Conference on Agricultural Education at Pufea on February 4th 
The majority of the officers attending it will be members of the Board of Agriculture which 
meets at Pusa on February 7th. but it is proposed that the Conference should also be attended 
by two Educational officers, two officers with administrative experience, and Mr. Lalubhai 
Samaldas and Rai Bahadur Jawala Praead, Government Pleader, Arrah, and Judge-designate 
of the Bihar High Court as non-official representatives. The concurrence of the Finance De¬ 
partment is not, I think, necessary as regards the attendance of officials at the Conference. 
This, I imagine, is a mat; er with which the Education Department (one of the Educational 
officers will be a representative of the Education Department of the Government of India) or 
the Local Governments under whom the officers are serving are competent, to deal though I 
notice that in 1909 the concurrence of the Finance Department was obtained to the grant of 
travelling allowance to members of the Agricultural Department in Eastern Bengal and Assam 

A. Prog... Sob 27 «id 28 d February 1900. when attending as visitors the meetings o£ the 

Board of Agriculture held at Pnsa. This Depart¬ 
ment can also grant under Article 1004, Civil Service Regulations, Mr. Lalubhai Samaldas 
either travelling allowance under the Civil Service Regulations, or actual expenses. The con¬ 
currence of tbe Finance Department appears necessary as regaids the grant of travelling allow¬ 
ance to Rai Bahadur Jawalla Prasad who, although technically a Government servant as Gov¬ 
ernment Pleader, Arrah, will attend the Conference in a private oapaoity and whose travelling 
allowance will therefore presumably be met from Imperial funds. 


2. The concurrence of the Finance Department is also necessary to the travelling 
allowances of Messrs Lalubhai Samaldas and Jawala Prasad and other expenses in connexion 
with the Conference, (these should not be large) as distinct from the meeting of the Board of 
Agriculture being met by the A. A. by reappropriation from “ Salaries of Gazetted Officers w , 
It has been suggested by this Department that the cost of Mr, Lefroy's appointment for this 
year should be met by reappropriation from this head but we do not yet know whether 
Finance Department has aocepted this suggestion. In any case there should 'be as far as I 
remember a balance sufficient to meet the expenses connected with the Educational Gon- 
ference. 


F, Notcb,—24-12-16. 


*Wtir* Department. 
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The Revenue and Agriculture Department’s recommendation is f or thegrantso!' 

Hug allowance under the ordinary rules ” to Rai Bahadur Jawala^PrasadjG^^uent Pleader 
at Arrah. So far as this goes we may a^e and no reference to 

necessary. But it is a question primarily f r Revenue and Agncult 1 F® . 8n( j 

what exactly they mean by « ordinary rnfa.” bIEL is one, get as 

fixed pay* only Rs,50 to £s. JOO a^ under 
s. D. G. « the ordinary rules ” of article 1002, Civil Ser- 
Page 1373 of Cieil Eetimatee, 1915.16, Volume II. ^ Regulations, the Rai Bahadur Will be a ora 
class officer. The Government of India cannot decently sanction third ojaa trwelluig allow¬ 
ance to a gentleman who has been appointed as a Judge of the Provincial Hig ou * 
may therofore agree to 1st class rates if Revenne and Agriculture Departmeu w 
these. 


Ae lie C.,—3-1*16. 


V. K. M3-1-16. 

We may agree to 1st olass travelling allowances being granted to Rai Bahadur Jawala 
Prasad. 


< S. D. Gupta,— 3-1-16. 

With reference to paragraph 2 of ^Mr. Noyce's note of the 24th December last, we may 
agree to the ^appropriation proposed therein. It may be added that orders are under issue 
sanctioning a reappropriatinn of Rs. 6,750 from savings under Salaries w in the Agricul¬ 
tural Adviser's Budget to meet expenditure in connection with Mr. Lefroy's appointment 
daring the cniTent year. 


* . B. N.,—4-1-16; 


E. Bubdon —4-1-16. 


M. M. S. Gubbay.— 4-1-16. 

(' fl 

Department of Revenue and Agriculture. 


Submitted to Secretary with reference to his note of 10th December 1915. After invi¬ 
tations have been sent to Mr. Lalubhai STamaldas and Rai Jawala Prasad Bahadur, the 
Agricultural Adviser will be informed as to how the (tost of the Conference should be 
met. 


C. H. M.,—5-1-16. 

The demi-officials below to Mr. Lalubhai Samaldas and Rai Jawala Prasad Bahadur 
should now issue. After issue the fiWohoud be combined and sent up to Simla for further 
necessary action. They should be re-submitted to me on arrival in order that 1 may revise 
the heads of discussion. It would be well if they could be urgently printed up before I arrive. 

F. Noyob,— 61-16. 


Demi-official lfttebs No. datbd 7th January 1916, from the Hon'blb Mb. R. A. 

Mant, C.I.E r , L(?.S., Secretary to thb Government of India, Dbpabtmbnt of Revhnub 
AND AGRICULTURE, TO (1) THE HOBBLE Mb. LaLUBHAI S AM ALDAS, CLE., BOMBAY, AND 
(2) Rai Jawala Pbasad Bahadub, Government Pleader, Abrah. 

I am to say that the Government of India are unable to regard the present position in 
regard to agricultural education as at all satisfactory. Although the question is primarily one 
for the Agricultural Department, the Education Department is also closely c*.ncorned whilst 
the administrative aspect cannot be altogether overlooked. In order that the Government of 
India may have the benefit of the advice of experienced officers of all the departments con¬ 
cerned as well as of noo-otfioial gentlemen who have taken a special interest in the subject, 
it has been thought desirable that a small informal conference under the presidency of the 
Hobble Member in charge of this Department should be convened at Pusa on February 4th, 
1916, to discuss the subject in all its bearings. The date and place of the conference have 
been fixed to suit the convenience of the officers of the Agricultural Department who will 
attend it as the majority of them are also members of the Board of Agriculture which will 
s, meet at Pusa on February 7th. A tentative list of the subjects whioh will be disoussed by 
A the conference will be sent later but the main points whioh would come under consideration 
may be summarized as follows:— 

(a) The question whether the idea of giving an agricultural tinge to elementary educa¬ 
tion generally in primary schools should be definitely abandoned. The Gov- 
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ernmcnt of India are inclined to think that the trend of feeling is now in 
this direction. A part from other considerations the supply of teachers qualified 
to impart such a tinge is extremely limited and there is little or no prospect 
that it will increase within a reasonable time on a scale that would be 
proportionate to bhe needs of the ease ; 

(5) whether the interesting and promising experiment whioh is being earned ont in 
Bombay of orga rising vernacular agricultural schools in charge of a graduate in 
Agriculture, adn i6sion to which is limited to a small number of boys of the 
agricultural ola« in neighbouring villages, should be extended toother provinces; 

(#) the relationship of the agricultural colleges to the Agricultural Department and to the 
general educational system of the country. Two sharply conflicting views' are 
at present held on this subject. The one view i9 that the affiliation of the 
colleges to the Universities will lessen the control of the Agricultural Department 
over them and that this is undesirable as it will mean that there will be less 


certainty that the education given will be carried out on lines which will secure 
a constant and sufficient supply of suitable candidates for service iu the AgricuU 
tural Department. The other view is that affiliation is likely to result in au 
increase in the class, which is at present practically non-existent, of students who 
take up higher studies and research work in Agriculture for its own sake and not 
as an avenue to Government employment. In this connexion the question arises 
whether a more Liberal education in Agriculture is not desirable on other grounds 
even if it involves some sacrifice of departmental efficiency; 

(d) the general question of the lines on which the Agricultural and Educational Depart¬ 
ments can best work in oo-operation in regard to agricultural education and 
development. 

2. As the conference will pe an informal one it is desired to keep it as small as possible 
and it is proposed that it should consist of the following members 


1. HonTrie Mr. C. H. A. Hill, C.S.I., C.I.E., President. 


2. Mr. B. Coventry, C.I E., Agricultural Adviser to the Government of India. 

5. Mr. G. P. Keatinge, C.I.E., Director of Agriculture, Bombay. 

4. Mr. J. MaoKenna, I C.S., Deputy Commissioner, Myaungmya. 

fi. Mr, A. C. Dobbs, Deputy Director of Agrioulture, Bihar and Orissa. 

6. Mr. R. W. B. C. Wood, Principal, Agricultural College, Coimbatore, Madras. 

7. Mr. D. Clouston, Deputy Director of Agriculture, Central Provinces, 

8. Mr. G. Clarke, Agricultural Chemist, United Provinces. 

9* Mr. J, H. Barnes, Agricultural Chemist and Principal, Lyallpur College, Punjab. 

10. The Hon'ble Mr. C. F. de la Fosse, Director of Public Instruction, United Provinces. 

11. Mr. S. H. FremantlJ, C.I.E., Collector of Allahabad, United Provinces. 

12. Another officer with administrative experience. 

13. A representative of the Education Department of the Government of India. 

14. The Hon’ble Mr. Lelubbai Samaldas, C.I.E., Bombay. 

16. Rai Jawala Prasad Bahadur, Government Pleader, Arrah. 

I am to express the hope that yon will be able to acoept this invitation to take part in the 
conference. 

Ton would, of course, reieive the usual travelling and halting allowances admissible under 
the Civil Service Regulations to a first-olass gazetted officer. 



X 
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Demi-official letter, from the Hon’blb Mr. N. D. Bbatson-Bbll, C.S.I., C.I.E., Member 
of Council, Bengal, to the Hon'ble Mr. C. H. A. Hill, C.S.I., C J.E. I.C.S., Member 
in Charge of the Department of Revenue and Agriculture and Public Works 
Department, Government of India, No. 7 l dated 5th January 1916* 

* 

Many thanks for your demi-official No. 152-C., dated 25th December 1915, on the subject 
of agriculutral education. I should much like to attend the Conference at Pusa on 4th 
February, but unfortunately my other official engagements make it praotically impossible. 
Hie Excellency asks me however to say that Mr. J. G, Cuaiming who has been selected aa 
the Delhi representative of this Government on the Legislative Council will be able to attend 
the Pusa Conference on behalf of this Government. 


From page 24 of the notes ante it will be seen that an Agricultural Education Conference 
is to be held at Pusa on the 4th February and from Mr. Noyce's note of 6th January 1916 
it will be seen that the papers have been sent up to Simla to be printed and got ready for 
submission to him on arrival. After Delhi Office bad despatched the file, they got Mr. Beatson- 
Bell's reply to Hon'ble Member's demi-official No. 152-C., dated the 25th December 1915. 
Paragraph 1 of that demi-official and Hon'ble Member's marginal note on page 24 show that it 
was the intention after Mr. Beatson-BelPs reply had been received to address the Bengal Go¬ 
vernment on the subject. Now that Mr. Bcatson-Bell has replied and as the Conference is to 
be held on the 4th February action should perhaps be taken at once as to addressing Bengal. 
Mr. Beatson-Bell'6 reply shows that though he will be unable to attend, Lord Carmiohael is 
willing to let Mr. Cumming atteud the. Conference. If it is decided to have that officer at the 
Conference the Bengal Government should be addressed. A draft is accordingly put up. It 
follows the drafts 6ent to other Local Governments except paragraph 8 which has been 
slightly altered and may%be issued from Delhi after submission to Secretary and Hon'ble Member. 
It is presumed that No. 12 on the list of members of the Conference is intended for the Bengal, 
representative. 


C. H. M.,—11-1-16.. 


H, W. Emerson,— 11-1*16, 


Please also issue my letter to Mr. Bell. 


R, A. Mant,— 12-1-16, 


C, H. A. H[ill],— 18-1-lfc 


Demi-offiotal letter from the Hon'bleMr. C. H. A. Hill, C.S.I., C.I.E., I.C.S., Member 
in charge, Department of Revenue and Agriculture and Fuduo Works Depart¬ 
ment, Government oi India, to the Hon'ble Mr. N. D. Beatson-Bell, C.S.I., CJ.E., 
Member of Council, Bengal, No, 288-C., dated 18th January 1916. 

Many thanks for your letter of the 5th. I am exceedingly sorry that your engagements 
make it impossible to attend the Conference on the 4ih February but 1 am glad that the Bengal 
Government see their way to permitting Mr. CummiDg to attend. 

I am now having a letter sent to your Revenue Department on the subjeot. 


Demi-official letter from the Hon'ble Mr. R, A. Mant, C.I.E,, I.C.S* Secretary to 
the Government of India, Department of Revenue and Agriculture, to the Hon'blh 
Mr. L. Biblby, C.I.E., I.C.S., Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal^ 
Revenue Department, No. 234-C, f dated Delhi, thb 18th January 1916. 

I am to say that the Government of India are unable to regard the present position in 
regard to agricultural education as at all satisfactory. Although the question is primarily 
one for the Agricultural Department, the Education Department is also closely concerned 
whilst the administrative aspect cannot be altogether overlooked. Iu order that the Govern¬ 
ment of India may have the benefit of the advice of experienced officers of all the 
departments conoerncd as well as of non-official gentlemen who have taken a special 
interest in the subjeot it has been thought desirable that a small informal Conference under 
the Presidency of the Hon'ble Member in charge of this Department should be convened 
at Pusa on February 4th 1916, to discuss the subjeot in all its bearings. The date and place 
of the conference have been fixed to suit the convenience of the officers of the Agricultural 
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Department who will attend it aa the majority of them are also members of the Boatd of 
Agriculture which will tneet at Pusa on February 7th. A tentative list of the subjects which 
will be discussed by the Conference will be sent lator but the main points which would come 
under ounsideration may be summarised as follows 

(a) The question whfther the idea of giving an agricultural tinge to elementary educa¬ 
tion generally in primary school* should be definitely abandoned. The Govern¬ 
ment of India are inclined to think that the tfrend of feeling is now in this 
direotron. Apart from other considerations the supply of teachers qualified to 
impart< such a tinge is extremely limited and there is little or no prospeot that 
it will increase within a reasonable time on a scale that would be proportionate 
to the needs of the case. 

(i) Whether the interesting and promising experiment which iB being carried out in 
Bombay of organising vernacular Agricultural schools in charge of a graduate 
in agriculture, admission to which is limited to a small number of boys of the 
agricultural class in neighbouring villages, should bo extended to other 
Provinces; 

(e) the relationship of the agricultural colleges to the Agricultural Department and 
to the general educational system of the country. Two sharply conflicting 
views are at present held on this subject. The one view is that the affiliation 
of the colleges to the Universities will lessen the control of the Agricultural 
Department over them and that this is undesirable as it will mean that thlre 
will be less certainty that the education given will be carried out on lines which 
trill secure a constant and sufficient supply of suitable candidates for service in 
the Agricultural Department. The other view is that affiliation is likely 
to result in an increase in the class, which is at present practically noii^exi&teht 
of students who take up higher studies and research work in Agriculture for 
its own sake and not as an avenue to Government employment* In this 
connexion the question arises whether a more liberal education in Agriculture 
is not desirable on other grounds even if it involves some sacrifice of depart¬ 
mental efficiency ; 

(d) the general question of the lines on which the Agricultural and EducatioAl Depart¬ 
ments can best work in co-operation in regard to agricultural education and 
development. 

2. As the Conference will be an informal one it is desired to keep it as small aa 
possible and it is proposed that it should consist of the following members 

1. Hon'ble Mr. C. H. A. Hill, C.S. I., President. 

2. Mr. B. Coventry, C.I.E., Agricultural Adviser to the Government of India* 

8. Mr. G. F. Keetinge, C.I,E , Director of Agrioulture, Bombay, 

4. Mr. J. Mackcnua, Deputy Commissioner, Myaungmya. 

6. Mr. A. C* Dobbs, Deputy Director of Agriculture, Bibar and Orissa. 

fi. Mr. R. W. B. C. Wood, Principal, Agricultural College, Coimbatore, Madras. 

7, Mr. D. Clouston, Deputy Director of Agricultural, Central Provinces. 

8. Mr. G* Clarke, Agricultural Chemist, United Provinces. 

9, Mr. J. H. Barnes, Agricultural Chemist and Principal, Ljallpur College, Punjab. 

10. The Jlon'ble Mr. C. F, de la Fosse, Director of Public In6truotion, United 

Provinces. 

11. Mr. S. H, Fremantle, C.I.E., Collector of Allahabad, United Provinces. 

12. Another officer with administrative experience. 

18. A representative of the Education Department of the Government of India. 

14. The Hon'ble Mr. Lalubhai Samaldas, C.I.E., Bombay. 

15. Rai Jawala Prasad Bahadur, Government Pleader, Arrah. 

8. The Government of India would have been glad if the Hon'ble Mr. Beatson-Bell had 

been able to attend the Conference and they regret that his official engagements will prevent 
him from doing so. It is understood, however, that the Hon'ble Mr. J. G. Cumming will 
be able to attend and I am to say that the Government of India will be pleased if the 
Governor in Council would kindly permit him to join the Conference. 

4. I am to add that Local Governments and Administrations will be consulted in due 

/♦oni-flA i t t0 W reposals which the Conference may decide to lay before the Govern- 

cuurse i J n f or consideration. 
m e °t of 



DeHi-of^icial letter nou the Hon^lb Mb. R. Burn, I.C.S, Chief Secretary to thb 
Government of thb United Provinces, to F. Notoe, Esq., I.C.S., Secretary to thb 
Government of India, Department of Revenue and Agriculture, No. I981-C., 
fritEb Allahabad, the 81bt December 1915. 

Ih reply to your demi-official letter No. 146-C., dated the 25th December 1915,1 am 
desired to Say that the Lieutenant Governor will be glad to allow Messrs, de la Fosse, Fre¬ 
mantle and Clarke to attend the Conference at Pusa bn February the 4th regarding agricul¬ 
tural education. It may, however, be pointed out that February the 4th is the day fixed for 
laying the foundation stone by His Excellency the Viceroy of the new Hindu University at 
Benares. This may affect do la Fosse's movements. 


Demi-official letter from B. Coventry, Esq., Agricultural Adviser to thb 

Government of India, to F. Noyce, Esq., I C.S., SeohEtaby to the Government of 
India, Department of Revenub and Agriculture^ No. 8001, dated 4th January 
1916. 

Your demi-official No. 163-C., of 25th December 19lfi. As desired I am sending 
Maohenna an invitation to attend the Board of Agriculture. 

1 note that the Conference on Education will assemble on the morning of 4th February* 


Demi-official letter from the Hon’ble Mr. H. Coupland, I.C.S:, Secretary to trr 
Government of Bihar and Orissa, Revenue Depamment, to F. Noyce, E6q. f I.C.S., 
Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Revenue and Agriculture, 
No. fXTT dated IUNchi, the 6th January 19l6. 

In reply to your demi-official letter No. 148-0., dated the 25th December 1915,1 am 
desired to report for the information of the Government of India that Mr. A, C. Dobbs, 
Deputy Director of Agriculture, Bihar and Ori6.sa, h»9 been permitted to attend the conference 
to be held at Pupa on the 4th February 1916, to disouss the position in regard to agricultural 
education in India. 


Demi-official letter prom tab Hon’ble Mr. L. Davidson, C.S.I., I.C.S., Secretary to 
the Government of Madras, Revenue Department, to F. Noyce, Esq., I.C.S., 
Under Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Heyenue and Agri¬ 
culture, No. 2774-E.-15-2, dated 8th January 1910, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your demi-official No. 147-C,, dated 26th 
December 1915 on the Subject of the proposed Conference at Pusa, and to State that His 
Exoellenoy the Governor in Counoil has permitted Wood, the Prinoipal of the College of 
Agriculture, Coimbatore, to attend the Conference. 


This file is resubmit'ed with reference to Under Secretary’s note of 6th January 1916, 
I bare done thb separately. on page 82 ante in order that he may revise the 

F. N.,—14-1-10. heads of discussion. The papers have been print¬ 

ed up as direoted and further necessary action has been taken separately as follows 

(1) A reply has been received from the Hon’ble Mr. Beateon-Bell saying that his 

other official engagements made it practically impossible for him to attend the 
Agricultural Education Conference at Pusa on the 4th February. Lord Carmioliael 
is, however, willing to allow the Hon ; ble Mr. J. G. Cumming to attend 
on behalf of the Government of Bengal. In accordance therefore with Hon’ble 
Member’s marginal note on page 24 ante and paragraph 1 of his demi-otfioial 
No. 152-C,, dated 25th December 1915, to the Hou'ble Mr. Beateon-Ball, a 
demi-official has been put up to the Government of Bengal on the lines of those 
issued to other Local Governments and asking that Mr. Cumming may be 
permitted to attend the Conference. This has been sent to Delhi for Secretary’s 
and Hon'ble Member’s approval before issue. 

(2) A draft has also been put up to the Agricultural Adviser informing him that Mr. 

Lalubbai Samaldae and llai Jawala Prasad Bahadur have been iovited to attend 
the Agricultural Educatiou Conference and that the Government of India are 
pleased to sanction the grant to each of these gentlemen of the usual travelling 
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and balling allowanoea admissible under the Civil Service 1 a 

olaee gazetted officer. At the end of Secretary's demi-official letters Noe. 210- 
211-C., dated 7th January 1916, they were informed that they 
ed these allowances. The Agricultural Adviser is also being au . 

the expenditure on this acoount as well as any other expensw in conn . 
the Conference itself, as distinct from the meeting of the Board of Agriculture, 
by reappropriation from savings anticipated in the Budget estimates of the 
Imperial Department of Agriculture in India for the current year under 
head of ° Salaries of Gazetted officers ’*• 

2. A reply has been received from the Hon’ble Mr. R. Burn, Chief ® ecl ?J ar y> 
Provinces, as well as one from Mr. Coventry. These are for information. Mr. # Coventry 

When all replies aw recced. should perhaps be informed 

F. n.,- 14-M6. names of the officers who are likely to be members 

of the Conference on Agricultural Education. 

Replies from Mr. Coupland, Bihar and Orissa and Mr. Davidson, Madras, have been 
added to the file. It will perhaps not be considered necessary at present to send any acknowledge 
monte to the replies received. 


A. E. R.,—12-1-10. 
C. H. M.,—12-M6, 


P. Noyob,— 14-Md. 
R.A. M ant, -15-1-10. 


Pro, No 6 To the Agricultural Adviser to the Government of India, No. 44, dated 13th January Serial No. 1* 
* * 1916. 

Inform him ihat the Bon*ble Mr. Lalubhai Samizdat, CJ.E., Bombay, and Bai Janata* 

Prasad Bahadur , Government Pleader , Arrah, have been invited to attend the Conference on 

Agricultural Education at Pusa on the 4th February 1916 and sanctions the grant to each of 

these gentlemen of the usual travelling and halting allowances under the Civil Service Regula* 

tions to a first class gazetted officer. Authorises him to meet the expenditure on this account t 

as well as any other expenses \n connection with the Conference itself by reappropriation from 

savings anticipated in his budget estimates for 1915*16 under the head of u salaries of gazetted 

officers 

Copy forwarded (Endorsement No. 45, dated idem) to the Finance Department, for infor¬ 
mation. 


Demi-official letter from the Hon'blb Mr. J. Hull ah, I.C.S., Third Secretary to thh 
Hon’ble tbb Chief Commissioner op the Central Provinces, to F. Noyob, Esq., I.C.S, 
Undbr Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Rbvbnub and Agri¬ 
culture, No. 3, dated Nagpur, the 11th January 1916. 


With reference to your demi-official letter of the 25th Deoemfeer, I am directed to say 
that the Chief Commissioner has no objection to Mr, Clouaton attending the Conference on 
Agricultural Education. 


Mr. Clouston is being informed accordingly. 

For information. Hon'ble Member may see. 

C. H. M.,—17-1-10, 

F. Noyce, —17-1-16, 


Demi-official letter from the Hon'ble Mr. Lalubhai Samaldas, C.I.E,, 65, Apollo Street 
Fort Bombay, to the Hon^ble Mr. R. A, Mant, C.I.E., I.C S., Secretary to the 
Government of India, Department of Revenue and Agriculture, dated 14th January 
1916. 


I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your demi-official No. 210-C.. of the 7fch 
January, 

I shall make it convenient tb attend the Agricultural Education Conference at Pusa on 
the 4th. As I have agreed to read a paper on Commerce and Commercial Education at Benares 
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on the 6th I shall not be able to attend more than one sitting of the Conference. I hope the 
Hon’ble Member will realize the diffioulty of my position and not mind my leaving Pusa 
on the 4th. 




Please see also reply from Central Provinces regarding the attendance ot the Conference 
of Mr, D. Clouet on, Deputy Direotor of Agriculture. 

A. B.E.T.,—18-1-16. 

I understand that Hon'ble Member has heard further from Mr. Lalubhai Samaldas* 
and I am not sure whether any reply is required. 

R. A. Mant, —18-1-16. 

No answer. He will, I understand, be there on the 4th. 

_ C. H. A. H[ill],—10-1-16. 

Demi-official letter from tub Hon'ble Mr. R. Burn, I.C.S., Chief Secretary to the 
Government of the United Provinces, to the Hon’ble Mr. R. A. Manx, C.I.E., I.C.S., 
Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Revenue and Agriculture, 
No. 92-C., dated Lucknow, the 16th January 1916. 


In connection with the proposed Conference at Pusa about Agricultural Education, I point¬ 
ed out that de la Fosse, Director of Public Instruction in this province, will probably find it 
diffioult to attend on February 4th as that date was fixed for laying the foundation stone of 
the Hindu University at Benares. He has now telegraphed asking about this as the Maharaja 
of Benares has invited him to stop with him at Benares for the ceremony. Will you kindly 
wire whether it is essential for him to be at Pusa on February 4th. 


A The file is said to be with Hon’ble Member 

Unless Hon'lJe Member particularly wants Mr. de la Fosse at the opening of the 
| Conference, he might I think be allowed to attend the oeremony at Benares. Presumably he 

could get to Pusa before the Conferenoe ends. May I telegraph that his attendance at Pusa 
on the 4th is not essential but that it is hoped that it may be possible for him to oome either 
on the 5th or 6th. 

R. A. Mant, —18-1-16. 

C. H. A. H [ill], -18-1-10. 


Serial No 2. To THB Government of the United Provinces, telegram No. 241-C., dated 18th January Pro. No. 

1910. 

States that the attendance of Mr . de la Fosse at Pusa on the 4th February is not essential but 
that it is hoped that it may be possible for him to arrive Pusa on 5th or 6th . 

Apropos of the Communique regarding the Agricultural Education Conferenoe, I now 
send on the file on top of wkion is a draft or what I propose to say in opening the conference 
which I want you to criticize. 

2. As to the Communique it can follow the lines of the demi-offioials to Looal Govern¬ 
ments, modified, if necessaiy, to suit the revised agenda we can discuss to-morrow. 

t\ H. A. H [ill] ,—18-1-16, 


* 


I had a Communique prepared ou the lines suggested yesterday, but it seemed to me rather 
cumbrous, so 1 have out it down to a summary of the business. 1 think the latter draft 
might issue. 


I hw removed my proposed temarke from the 


I also propose to send a copy of the " beads 
for discussion ” to each member of the Confer* 
ence. 


c. h. 


R. A, Mant,—20-1-16. 
C. H. A. H [ill J,—20-1-10. 
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Pro. No. 8.T0 B. Coventry, Esq., C.I.E., Agricultural Advisee, to thb Oovbrnmsnt o? India j 
Q. F. Keating, Esq., C.I.E., Director of Agriculture, Bombay ; J. Mackenna, Esq., 
M.A., I.G.S., Deputy Cohmisbionbr, Myaunguya (Burma) ; A. C. Dobbs, Esq., Deputy 
Dibeotor of Agriculture, Bibar and Orissa ; R. W. B. C. Wood, Esq., Principal, 
Agricultural College, Coimbatore, Madras ; D. Clouston, Esq., Deputy Director 
of Aqrioulture, Central Provinces ; G. Clarke, Esq., Agricultural Chemist, 
United Provinces ; J. H. Barnes, Esq., Agrioultubal Chemist and Principal of thb 
Agricultural College, Lyallpur ; the Hon’blb Mr. C. F. de la Fosse, Director 
of Public Instruction, United Provinces j S. H. Fremantle, Esq., C.I.E., Collector 
of Allahabad j the Hon’blb Mr. J. G. Cummins, C.I.E., Bbngalj thb Hon'blb 
Mr. H. Sharp, C.S.I., C.I.E., Department of Education, Government of India ; 
thb Hon’blr Mr. Lalubbai Samaldas, C.I.E., Bombay ; and Rai Jawala Prasad 
Bahadur, Arrab, letters Nos. 204-C..277-C., dated 21st January 1910. 

Forwards a copy of the heads for discussion at the Conference on Agricultural Education which 

will meet at Puea on the 4th February 1916. 


Pro, No. 9. Press Communique, dated Delhi, the 21st January 1910. 

Publishes the decision of the Government of India to convene a small informal Conference on 
Agricultural Education at Pusa on the 4th February 1916, under the presidency of the 
Hon’ble Mr, C. H. A. Bill, C.8.I., C.I.E., I.C.8., to discuss the subject in all its bearings , 
and summarises the main questions which will come under the consideration of the 
Conference. 


Demi-official letter from A. E. Gillut, Esq., I. C. S., Under Secretary to the 
Government op Burma, Revenue Department, to the Hon 'ble Mr. R. A. Mant, 
C.I.E., I.C.S., Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Revenue 
and Agriculture, No. 484-8-A-l, dated Rangoon, tub 17th January 1910. 


Id reply to Noyoe's demi-official letter No. 160*C. of the 26th December 1916, I am 
desired to say that Mr. J. Mackenna, Deputy Commissioner, Myaungmya, has been 
instructed to attend the informal Conference to be convened by the Government of India 
at Pusa on the 4th February 1916 to discuss the present position in regard to Agricultural 
Education in India. Arrangements have been made to relieve him in time to attend the 
Conference. 


Pro. No. IO.Fbom Rai Jawala Pbabad Bahadur, B.A., L.L.B., Judge-designate, Patna High Court, 

LETTER DATED 2ND FEBRUARY 1918. 


Regret* his inability to attend the Conference on Agricultural Education; offers certain 
remarks on the subjects proposed to bo taken up at the Conference and request* to be 
supplied with a copy of the Proceeding of the Conference. 


Pro. No. 11. From Rai Jawala Prasad Bahadur, B.A., L.L.B., Judge-designate, Patna High Court, 

lbttbr dated 11th Fbbruart 1916. 

Forwards a Utter from one laxmi Narain of Aurangabad suggesting that hi* (Laxmi Narain't ) 
Magazine “ Grihastha" should be encouraged by the Agricultural Department. Requests 
to be supplied with a copy of the full report of the Proceedings of the Pusa Conference 
and of the Resolutions passed thereat . Adds that an Agricultural 8chool near Behea 
in the Arrah district can with profit to the public and to tie Department be started. 


Serial No. 6 — 

Submitted. In the concluding paragraph of his letter also in Serial No. 6 Rai Bahadnr 
Jawala Prasad asks to be furnished with a copy of the Proceedings of the Conference on 
Agricultural Education. These have not yet been received from the Agricultural Adviser, 
but tbe Rai Bahadur's request will be noted. 


8eri»l No. 8. 


i 


Serial No. 4. 


A 

> 


Serial No. 6. 


Serial No. 0. , 4 


A 



c 


* 
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Serial i Vo. 6— 

The portions of this letter dealing with the proposed encouragement of the magazine 

“ Grihastha M and the proposed establishment 
*• A * M * of an Agricnltaral School at Behea, should, 

perhaps, be extracted and dealt with on separate files. 

A suitable aoknowledgment of his letters may, perhaps, be sent to the Rai Bahadur 
after whioh the file may, perhaps, be returned to Simla to take any further action that 
may be required. 

A. B. B. T.—17-2-16. 


Yes. We may aoknowledge and say that they will reoeive attention when the Report of 
the Proceedings of the Conference is received. 


R. A. Mant,—17-2-16. 


Pro. No. 12. 


To Rai Bahadur Jawala Prasad, No. 343-C., dated 22nd February 1916. 


Serial No : T* 


Acknowledges receipt of hie letters (Serial Nos , 6 and 6) and states that they will receive 
due attention when the report of the Proceedings of the Agricultural Conference held at 
Pusa on the 4th February 151ff is received . 


This file is resubmitted with referenoe to the notes from page 39 ante and the letter 
from Rai Jawala Prasad Bahadur dated 11th February 1916. Further action is required on 
two points, viz: — 

(1) Enoo uragement by the Agricultural Department of the magazine " Grihastha, ” 

and 

(2) Proposed establishment of an experimental Agricultural Sobool near Behea. 

A Neoessary extracts have been taken in regard to No. (1) and the matter is being put 

* up separately for orders, 

No. (2) will have to be oonsidered when the report of the Proceedings of the Agricultural 
[ Education Confidence is reoeived. Pending receipt of the Proceedings this file may be 

printed up urg^ptly. 

A. E. R.—25-2-16. 

C. H. M.—28-2-16. 


F. Noyce,—29-2- 16. 




435RAD-60—164‘16-GCBP Simla 



f 

I 

APPENDIX I TO NOTES. f 

AGRICULTURE—A, MARCH 1910. 

Nos. 6—12. 

APPENDIX I TO NOTES. 


Bombay Castle, 28th. Mat 1916, 

No. 6942. The following Press Note No, 5941, dated 28th May 1915, regarding the 
Combined Primary and Agricultural Sohool at Alibag is published for general information. 


PRESS NOTE. 

His Exoelleney the Governor in Council desires to draw attention to an interesting 
experiment which is being carried out by Sardar P. K. Bivalkar at Alibag. The Sardarie ohief 
idea is to interest the sons of agriculturists in their fathers* profession at an early age and thus 
to induce them to remain agriculturists when their education is complete instead of despising a 
most honourable profession which is the backbone of India. A country whioh can boast an 
educated peasantry is certain to improve its agriculture, if only because the broader ideas whioh 
are begotten of sound education render their possessors more ready to accept and act on the 
advice of agricultural experts. 

2. Sardar Bivalkar put his ideas to a practical test by starting in 1912 an experimental 
school at Veshvi near Alibag with the co-operation and advice of the Collector of Kolaba and 2* 
the Agricultural Department. To begin with only 40 boys were admitted and three primary 
classes were opened under two teachers. At the same time stops were taken to procure an 
agricultural graduate as headmaster, but it was not till November 1918 that a trained graduate 
was available. By this time there were 60 boys in the school and four classes. The pupils 
in the infant, first and second standards received instruction according to the ordinary curri¬ 
culum laid down by the Educational Department for primary schools. The boys in the third 
standard also did the ordinary work of the standard, but in addition received elementary in- 
struction in the theory and practice of agriculture and home industries suoh as poultry farming, 
dairy farming, bamboo work, rope making and carpentry. 

8. The difficulties first experienced were the irregular attendance of the boys and their 
unwillingness to work in the fields while receiving practical instruction in agriculture. 
Accordingly free board, clothing and lodging were offered to all the boys in the third standard. 
At first only 7 out of a cla*s of 30 accepted this generous offer, but its advantages were sdon 
recognised and in a mouth there were 17 boarders at the school. By the time the school had 
completed its first year under the new headmaster its numbers h;id risen to 105, and four 
assistant masters were on the staff. By the clogs of the year 1914 a fourth standard class had 
been formed, and since then agricultural courses to accompany the ordinary departmental 
standards V to VII have been under preparation, so that the school hopes to be able eventually 
to teach the full primary course supplemented by agricultural education. The initial difficulties 
seem to have been largely overcome. The allurement of free bo.ird and lodging was not 
necessary to induce the boys promoted at the end of the first year to the third standard to 
attend regularly. It must, however, be admitted that Sardar Bivalkar gives them each a 
scholarship of Rs. 18-0 a month if they show satisfactory progress, and as all instruction is 
free the scholarships must exercise a not inconsiderable attraction. Be that as it may, the 
sohool opened its second regular year with 20 boys iu the fourth standard, of whom 18 were 
boarders and 2 scholars, 13 boys iu the third standard, all of whom were scholars, and 72 boys 
in the lower standard. Heie it should be added* that though agricultural teaching proper 
begins only at the third standard, yet no effort is spared to traiQ the boys in the lower stand¬ 
ards in nature study and thus to predispose them to an interest in their future studies. 

4, The non-recurring expenditure on the school amounted to Rs. 7,682 and the net 
recurring expenditure for the year 1913-14 to Rs, 1,590. The whole of the oost is borne by 
Sardar Bivalkar, and the Governor in Counoil has already expressed his gratification at the 

E ood work that his generosity has rendered possible. The success of the sohool is due to the 
een personal interest of Sardar Bivalkar who lives on the spot, and such au institution for 
small children can hardly be managed unless this kind of local assistance is available. 

5. It is probably within the knowledge of the public that Government already maintain 
certain agricultural vernacular schools. The first was that at Loni in the Poona District, and 
similar schools have been provided for Sind au4 the Southern Maratha Country. The Depart¬ 
ment's programme includes a school at Jambul in the Thana District for which the capital 
expenditure is being provided by the Committee of‘the Sir Sassoon David Trust Fund and the 
recurring expenditure by Mr. Pisal, and another school at Godhra iu the Panch Mahals. 
Progress with the Godhra School has, however, been temporarily interfered with by the 
necessity for retrenchment which is under present circumstances unavoidable. The Government 
schools and the Alibag sdtfool serve somewhat different-purposes. The former give a complete 
vernacular education and add to it a comprehensive practical course in agrioulture during whioh 




a 

tie pupils are not only familiarized' wi^^ teohnique of the profession but are taught to 
appreciate the possibilities of agricultural progress and the directions in whioh it may be 
secured. These schools, therefore, attract the children of the bigger landholders who have 
estates to manage and develop. But the Alibag school is less ambitious. No doubt one of 
its aims is to broaden the outlook of its pupils—that is, an aim common to all sound systems 
of education—-but its most useful purpose is to teach the children of small cultivators to be 
personally good cultivators without troubling their heads overmuch with the purely literary 
side of education. Different olasses and different localities call for different treatment, and 
His Excellency the Governor in Council believes that in this Presidency there is certainly room 
for these two types of agricultaral schools and possibly for more than two. 

By order of His Excellency the Eight Honourable the Governor in Council, 

G. CARMICHAEL, 

Chief Secretary to Government . 
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Copy of a demi-official letter from G. F. Keatinge, t'sq ., I.C S., Director of 
Agriculture, Bombay , to the Hon'ble Mr. C. H. A. Hill, C.t.E ., 

J.C.S., Hon'ble Member in Charge of the Department of Revenue and 
Agriculture and Public Works Department, Government of India, No. 
9673, dated ^ October 1915. 


Your demi-official of the 13th instant enclosing part of a letter to Lord 
Willingdon wiiich I return herewith. 

As regards the information regarding the subsequent work of the boys who 
have been through our Agricultural Vernacular Schools, I send you herewith a list 
showing what has become of all the boys who have passed through the Loni 
School so far as we have been able to ascertain; the analysis works out as 
follows :— 


1. Working on their own land ... ... ... ... 28 

2. Doing Agricultural work either for sone Government Department 

or for some private pers m. 6 

3. Going through some further course of education 5 

4. Managing his own corn-grinding mill 1 

5. Career not known ... 18 

6 Left without passing 2 

7. Looking for service ... 1 

Total ... 61 


It seems to me fairly clear that the sons of substantial cultivators go back 
to work on their own lands and they cannot fail to proht by the education that 
they get at the Agricultural School. Several of them are known to be doing 
very well and to have introduced new agricultural methods in their home farming. 
It is perhaps natural, and not to be deprecated, that some of the boys should be 
taken with the idea of further education and should afterwards go on to technical 
colleges or English Schools ; but of course we shall have to see that our Agri¬ 
cultural Schools are not used as a place to fill up time before the boys join a 
High School and learn English. 

We teach engine driving at the schools, which accounts for one of our pupils 
starting a corn-grinding mill of his own. As^ regards - he Agricultural Schools in 
Sind 8 boys passed out last yeai. Of these 

2 are employed by Zamindars. 

3 are working their own lands. 

1 is working as a Tapedar. 

2 are shortly expecting employment by Zamindars. 

The school at Devihosur has not yet completed two years of life, so no boys 
have yet passed out of it. 
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List of the passed students of the Vernacular AgriculturalSchool, Loni, showing thexr full address , with the passing year. 
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M I -OFFICIAL LETTER PROM B. COVENTRY, E 3q., C I.E., AGRICULTURE ADVISER TO THE 

Government op India, to the IIon'blb Mr. L. J. Rbr*h\w, C.I.E., I.C.S., Secretary 
to the Government op India, Department op Revenue and Agriculture, No. 3i48# 
dated 4th March 1915. 

When last in Delhi, Hnn'ble Member ppnke to me about the assistance we could give to 
the Education*1 Deparr.ineot. I enclose demi-o Bcially pa wra I have recoivel from Chadwick, 
Director of Agriculture of M idras bearing on the p >int as thev m ly be of iut'*rest. I eufcirely 
agree with what io iu them and consider they cjutain the utmost leugths our Department 
can run to. 


Copy op demi-official letter No 67, dated 17th Fbbruirt 1915, prom D, T Ca\DwroK 

Esq., I C.S., Director op Agriculture, Maoris to B. Coventry, Esq, CI.E., Agri¬ 
cultural Adviser to tub Government op India, Pusa. 

When y >u were in Madras you asked me to send you the papers about the meeting bet¬ 
ween our Deputy Directors and Ins-tectors of Schools iu regard to teaching " Agriculture 1 ' iu 
private schools. I accordingly seud you three enclosures A, B and C and now explain them 
bi iefly. 

2. A.—I saw on an Educational file a proposal to acquire land cl rt se to the Agricultural 
College for a normal school. The real question at issue was the extent of land required, but in 
the correspondence it was stated that they needed a large extent to train the teachers in 44 Agri¬ 
culture 99 which they would then teach in Primary schools. Also Agriculture finds a place in 
the Educational scheme of studies On this 1 sent the un-official note to the Director of 
Public nsiruotion which is enclosure A. He was about to have a meeting with all his Inspect¬ 
ors which on this un-official Wood and I were invited to attend As a result of discussion 
th^re we got an oral admission then that the Educational Department did not mean and would 
not teach “ Agrioulture" in Primary schools; and I offered that Word and Sampson should 
meet some of their selected Inspectors aud discuss together what seemed to be needed in the 
first place to make nature 6tudy more real and live. 

3 The Dircotor of Public Instruction nominated 3 Inspectors, "B" is the copy of the 
terms of re'erence. 

4. “C” is a copy of their unanimous report. It is still with the Director of Public 
Instruction. 

5. The proposed extent of our active participation consists id) in assisting in training a 
very small class (probably 3i of carefully seleoted te ichers ou whom as well as on a special 
officer deputed fora time will rest the responsibility of thrashing out a coins* to be given to 
teachers in training schools— and oritioism if requested on the text book and (6) in inspecting, 
if requested, the training schools from time to time. 

The point is that iti9 primarily an Educational not an Agricultural problem* 

Office of the Director op Agriculture. Madras, to the Secretary to the Board of 
Revenue, Revenue Settlement, dated 17th February 1915, 

The file has been sent to me presumably to give me a ohance of having. a say about 
teaching 44 Agriculture” in primary schools through the agency of teachers who will have 
received a short course therein during the time they will have been at the training school. 

2. With all'due deference to the Department of Public Instruction ther* seems to me to 
be a considerable difference between 44 nature study 99 or 41 an obtaining an acquaintance 
with the outdoor world 99 and agriculture The latter phrase to me connotes the cultivation 
of land and the care of stock for monetary profit. And an 44 improvement" in Agriculture is 
only the adoption of 6ome means or method whether, new implements special *eed or o---opera¬ 
tive sale designed to increase those profits in the particular circumstances iu which they are 
adopted. I understand that the average school life of the bo»s in the primary schools of 
Madras is 2-3 years and in that time they are supposed to learn the 44 3 R/8 99 beside other 
subjects. If the term Agrioulture is used in the sense I have nsed it. I do not think, anyore 
would attempt to teach that also in that period to suoh children. But to endeavour to excite 
the children's interest in the outdoor world of nature seems to me to be an entirely different 
object. 

8. Again, if Agriculture is given the meaning I am giving to it, it is obvious that the 
man who undertakes to teach it especially if he gets on to 44 improvements 99 rau6t have a 
very detailed knowledge *>i the tract Thus it is that even after the students have been 3 
years at Coimbatore Agricultural College we endeavour to give them up to two years on dis¬ 
trict farms before we expact them to do much or anything in the way of demonstrating or 



teaching improvements. In the true sense of Agriculture I do not know what a primary pchnol 
master who had been through a short course of lectures during his (raining, would be able 
to teach his boys or what he w«uld tell them- Speaking? for the Agricultural Department 
which has to deal with these hoys when in man's estate 1 would much rather have to do with 
men who had not learnt Agriculture in their primary school; but we all would welcome a 
keener interest in the phenomena of the country side* 

4. Instruction in nature study and Agriculture lws possibly been further developed in 
America and Canada than anywhere else* Dr. Coleman, Diicctor of Agriculture, Mysore, is 
a Canadian bom and bred, accustomed to American methods. After some service in Mysore 
that Government deputed him to study Agriouliural Education in Europe and America and 
he concludes his report to the Mysore Government thus: He advocates much more being 
done in what he calls "elementary rural science " but he says “in the first place, it is perfectly 
clear that the introduction of a vernacular cou se in Agriculture into the primary echo Is of 
this country (i.e. . Mysore) is quite out of the question f‘>r the simple reason that, even were 
the teachers fitted to give the requisite instruction the children would be unable to assimilate 
it”. 

5. Again this question of teaching Agriculture was put down by the Government of 
India as a subject for diseussi >n at the meeting of the Agricultural Board in 1910 and again 
in J913. At the first Board India ordered Mr. Orange to be present, at the second Sir 
Alfred Bourne to keep us straight educationally. And they took a most active part in it. 
In faot I believe toe rep rt accepted bv the Board of 1910 and endorsed at Sir Alfred Bourne's 
suggestion, in 1918 was pradically drafted entirely by Mr. Orange. B th Boards held that 
the “question of sympathetic co-optmtiou bet ween the Educational and Agricultural Depart¬ 
ments in adapting rural education to rural needs to be one of great importance" and the 
linos on which the Agricultural Department might well offer its services to the Educational 
Department are;given in Mr. Orange's not- ; and in that paragraph occurs this sentence “the 
co-operation proposed (is., between the Departments) may also be <f assistance in preventing 

Page 65 of Proceeding Puia 1910 or pa*o of these classes at the training schools from being 
thoee at Coimbatore 1913. misdirected towards the object of providing a 

course of instruction in Agriculture demonstrating particular agriculutral improvements. It 
sesms to me that Mr. Orange drew a very oiear line between a study of tne outdoor world and 
Agriculture/' 

6. The Government also opposed a resolution on this subject at the Legislative Council 
meeting in April 1914. 

7. I thought this suggestion was dead until this letter arrived But we hold by the 
resolution of the Board and are prepared to oo-operate with th® Educational Department as 
muoh as we can on the lines laid down by Mr. Orange. I have written all this in full to make 
our proposition quite clear. 

8. I now come to what has happened. Things being as they were I went to see Mr. Stone 
about the file and he kindly invited me to attend one of the meetings of the conference of 
Inspectors of Schools to hear what they had to say about Nature Study and what we had to 
say about “Agriculture"* Mr. Wood and I were accordingly present on June 16th. The 
discussion discKscd the fact that there was considerable difference— 

(1) as the value of the nature study that was uow being taught; 

(2) as to what ought to be taught; 

(3) as to what eoald be taught* 

It was also clear that some of the syllabuses would have to be’redrawn. ie Agriculture's 
in the sense we use it was generally disowned, though the syllabus on pages *27-28 tor ihe 
“ Scheme of work in Training Schools " is described as “Advanced Agriculture"; and whilst 
the demonstration of improvements was disavowed the last paragraph, viz , on “ ploughing " 
in paire 28 refers chiefly to “innovation" in the agricultural practice of this country, 

“ Practical demonstration on how the ridges are cut and turned back It is only an iron 
plough whioh cuts a furrow and turns it back and we, as a department, are somewhat cautious 
as to the land on whioh we recommend iron ploughs to be need ngain “ levelling and powdering 
by th® harrow and roller." As Mr. Wo^d pointed out a * roller " is unknown in Madras Agri- 
culiural practioe. 

9. It was finally agreed that Mr Stone would nominal some of his Inspectors who would 
eft as a Sub-Committee with Mr. Wood and Mr. Sampson and examine th* whole scheme of 
instruction in “ nature ftudy and prepare a report for onr joint consideration" It may take 
a rittle time but I believe every one agreed thv it was necessary and I trust it may lead to a 
closer appreciation of the objects, difficulties and limitations of both departments. The Com¬ 
mittee is to meet almost immediately. 

JO. This is all somewhat of a digression. What extra work may be thrown on the Agri-< 
cultural College and how, if possible it can be done with our present staff will be consider^' 
J u * er wiien the question is clearer. But if the immediate question of accommodation is urgent- 
y pressing I w« uld submit that it might be wiser to assume we shall be able to help if not' 
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immediately at least in tbe near future. Meanwhile I hope the proposal to toach u Agricul¬ 
ture " in primary schools is dead for,,the present. It coulc^ I am oertain, only be considered 
when— . 

[a) Our boys remain at School much longer. 

(4) Our teachers can reasonably be expeofced to be masters of the lo<*aI Agricultural 
practice and conditions.much of wbioh, we, as a department, are only learn¬ 

ing now ourselves. 


Terms of reference . 

(а) Wbat it is desired to teach in Elementary Schools under the head of “Nature 

Study." 

(б) What it is possible to teach the ola<s of ch ldren which attend such Schools. 

(c) Whether the present instruction realizes what is desired as far as is possible. 

(d) What means might be adopted to have the instruction actually given in Elementary 

Schools in this subject approximate as nearly as possible to the instruction that 
is considered desirable and possible in these Schools and in particular how the 
courses in the training Schools can be amended to improve the teaching of this 
subject in Elementary Schools. 

(<?) To what extent it is desirable that officers in the Agricultural Department should 
assist at such training and bow that should be done. 

Nori.—The Committee is not precluded from discussing any other relevant topic that may rep eseat itself in 
the course of their di^ussions. 

E. LlTTLEHAILES, 

For Director of Public Instruction . 

Findings ot the Committee appointed in the Director op Public Instruction's Proceed 
inos R.O.C -5968 op 1914, dated 17th July 1914. 

(a) In consideration of the fact that the method of teaching Rural Science is more 
important than the information given, the Committee do not feel themselves 
called u»on tj prescribe a detailed syllabus in a subjeot which is admittedly wide 
and undefined. They consider that as a general rule the subjects of study should 
mainly be drawn from the animal and plant life of the locality, because these 
subjects lend themselves most readily to correct methods of teaching The study 
of the weather, the sky, the ground and the air, will be included, in so far as 
they are neces>ary to the proper understanding of animal and plant life. 

(A) The above subjeots will not in tbe opiuion of tbe Committee } be beyond the timtf 
available or the capabilities of either tbe teacher or the pupils, provided the 
recommendations made in paragraph (d) below are accepted. 

(c) The Committee consider that the present instruction does not realize as far as 

possible what is desired. The teaching of Nature study.has up to the present 
proved a failure for the following reasons 

(1) the present scheme is not conceived in accordance with acoepted ideas, 

(2) the incapacity of tbe teacher. 

(3) the absence of facilit«es. 

(d) The Committee consider that the means for improving tbe instruction to be given 

in this subject in Elementary Schools, may be considered under the following 
heads : — 

(1) the preparation of suitable courses of instruction to be substituted for tbe present 

courses prescr.bed in the ( Scheme of work for Training Schools 9 and ' The 
scheme of studies in Elementary Schools # . 

(2) the provision of a text book. 

(3) the training of the teacbers in the subject* 

1. Tbe Committee agree with opinions previously expressed that Agriculture should find 
no pluce as a subject in the Elementaiy School^, and they accordingly recommend the omission 
of that subject from Training School course. They consider further that the courses of Nature 
Study mentioned above should be superseded by two oew courses, on the lines mentioned in 

S aragraph (a) above, entitled 4 Elementary Rnral Science. 1 These will be suitable for U6e in 
llementary and Training Schools, respectively. We recommend that the Elementary oourse 
be divided into two sections, the first to end with the IV standard. The preparation of this 
course and the consequent text bojk is a matter of tbe first importance, and in the opinion of 
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the Committee can only be produced as a result of the closest collaboration between a member 
of the Educational Department, and one or more responsible officers with a scientific training 1 
and a knowledge of rural conditions. In t l iis connexion the names of the Piscicultural Expert, 
the Lecturing B tanist, the Curator of the Madras Museum and an Agriculture Officer may 
be mentioned. In framing this course the Committee ooueider that it is nocessary to differ^ 
enriate between the need* of the Rural and Urban Schools, and in view of the preponderating 
importance of the former, the Committee suggest that at present the needs of the Rural school 
only need be considered. 

2. The provision of a text book necessarily follows from the above, and in its preparation 
similar oo-operation is desirable. This book should contain not only subject matter but 
directions as to the treatment of that matter. 

The Commit ee further consider that this text book should be compiled by a departmental 
officer, on the ground that it is only such an officer who is likely to have sufficiently wide 
knowledge of the various and varying conditions of this Presidency, or can get into touch 
with persons who possess such knowledge. In view of the far-reaching importance which 
would attach to such a text book, the Committee consider that no pains should bo spared to 
make it thoroughly effective ; they would emphasize especially the need for certain amount of 
illustration, and would submit that if necessary, Government funds might usefully be employed 
in subsidising its production. 

3. The Elementary course outlined above is ultimately to be taught in Elementary School* 
by Elementary School Teachers (T. I). These Teachers (T. I.) will continue to he trained in 
Training Schools by the school sUS. (T. 2). It is not considered that at present this staff (T. 
2) are oorapetent to give the necessary instruction, and the Committee recommend that selected 
(T. 2) Science L. T’s., (preferably natural science) be depated to undergo a special 
course of training in this subject. This special course is to be given hy a few (T. 3) its 
duration will be not let* than six months and not more than a year, the exact duration will 
depend on experience. This course will n >t be initated until the courses are definitely settled. 

The procedure suggested is thus as follows:—Three recently trained Natural Science 
L. T/f, whose subjects have been respectively, Botany, Zoology and Geology 
should be selected and attached for three months to suitable ins* itutions, the Entomologi¬ 
cal and Botanical sections of the Agricultural Department, the Madras Museum, tho Govern¬ 
ment Fishery Bureau. After the completion of this brief training and the compilation of a 
tentative s -heme, these men will preceed to teach in a speoial Training School, the prescribed 
course to the selected T. 2s. 

The question of translation is one which offers some difficulty, espeoidly in the translation 
of the name6 of the objects studied. It ia suggested that this difficulty might be solved by the 
submission of lists from each T. 2s. from which a standard compilation cou d be evolved. 

The Committee are fully aware that these proposals are far reaching and aim at a standard 
considerably in advance of anythirg hitherto ontemplated, but they consider that 
the desired improvement will not be effected by anythiug less and express the hop© that it 
will be found posssible to put them into effeot. 

[e) The assistance of »he officers of the Agrioultur j 1 pepartment may b© given in tb 
following way:— # 

(1) In the compilation of the courses and the text book, both in supplying 

subject mutter and illustrations. 

(2) The training of the T. 3s. so far as it concerns the Agricultural Depart¬ 
ment. 

(3) The inspection of the Special Training Schools when the Tl. 8a are teach¬ 
ing tae T. 2s. Iu this connection Coimbatore would probably be the 
most suitable place for the estaolidhiment of such a training school. 

(Sd.) B. Champion 
(ScL) H. O. Kershaw* 

(Sd) H. C Sampson. 

(Sd.) R. Satagopaiyangar* 
_(Sd.) R. C eil Wood 

«-> * n ^ ere9 ^ n ff papers deal with a matter whioh I have diseased several times with 

Hon ble Member m connection with our Agricultural Education fi e. The Madras people are. 
I think, on right lines. ^ r 

The-papers may be placed in the main file whioh is with HonTile Member. 

L. J. KeEKBBAw,—8-8*L5t 

Tthink Madras is now on very sound lines. 


R. W. C(arltlb,)— 10-8-lat 
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Note by Mb. A. Dobbs, Assistant to the Agricultural Advisee to the Government op 

India. 

1. The object of this note is to point out an opportunity that, in the light of recently 
established educational theory, seeuis to present itself at this juncture in the history of the 
Agricultural Department and the reorganisation of Education in India. 

2. Briefly, the Agricultural Department has found that—owing to the inferiority of the 

ProoMdisgs of Eoard.of Agriculture, 1913 output of secondary schools, refereed to b pm- 

graph 19 of the Resolution of the Government 
Resolution X. ^ of ftdia in the Education Department, dated the 

21st February 1913,—it is impossible to obtain satisfactory recruits, for the Departmental 
staff, without giving them a special education of greater length than is justified by the 6mall 
Resolution XI number of recruits required, and there is no 

immediate prospect of developing a sufficiently 
large body of improvements in technique to attract any considerable number of private 
students for an extended course of technical agricultural education. 

The Colleges in two Provinces have, in fact, absolutely failed, and only in Bombay, where 
the Agricultural Diploma Course has been allowed to be U6ed as a stepping-stone to an Arts 
degree, has a full complement of students been secured. 

3. A simpler practical course has: been recommended for other Colleges which, it is 

Resolution IX hoped, is sufficiently technical to attract the 

° u * sons of ; practical agriculturists, and sufficiently 

scientific to be of some value as a general education; but it is at best an unsatisfactory 
compromise, and its value will depend entirely on the methods of teaching adopted, while 
the.teachers in Agricultural Colleges are in no seuse professional educationalists. 

The greatest success likely to be attained by a College adopting this course would be 
that of a technical school, teaching and explaining improved methods of agriculture, au easy 
enough thing perhaps in a new c untry like America, where the scientific examination of an 
unexplored field leads immediately to practical; economies and providas material, for education, 
in the form of a whole new technique ; but quite another thing in India, where the crowded 
population consists of men whose ancestors have, for generations, been skilled agriculturists 
resident in one place and where, pending a thorough investigation of the rationale of the 
best existing practices, most improvements must be in material (seeds, implements and 
manures) rather than in method. 

4». There is indeed little doubt that the recent multiplication of Agricultural Colleges and 
Schools throughout the world has been founded largely on experionce gained under the 
peculiar conditions of American agriculture. General educational theory and practice, on the 
other hand, condemn absolutely the' mere technical instruction of young persons. In fact, 
Dr. Bailey, Director of the New York State College of Agriculture, and himself one of 
the leaders in Agricultural Education in the United States, puts the case very clearly in a 
passage quoted on page 39 of Dr. Coleman's report on Agricultural Education recently 
published by the Mysore State. He says: “ The Agricultural Colleges have all along made 
the mistake of trying to make farmers of their students, by compelling them to take certain 
4 practical 9 courses, forgetting that the spirit and method of the institution are what make 
the work vital and what send the youth back to the land." 

The qualified success even of English Agricultural Colleges is probably duo to the fact 
that it has hitherto not been possible to get an education in elementary rural science in the 
common schools. 

6. But the Agricultural Department in India has not only undertaken the experiment of 
„ , ^ giving in an Agricultural College the quasi - 

technical course mentioned in paragraph 3 above. 
The. Board of Agriculture has recommended for the consideration of the Doeal Govern- 

mentsthe question of starting Vernacular Agri- 
uivon * cultural Schools, under the Agricultural Depart¬ 

ment, on the lines of those recently started in Bombay. 

These schools represent frankly an attempt to introduce technical agricultural instruction, 
together with 6uch subjects as village hygiene, into, a general school curriculum which 
includes also the three R's but in the opinion of some, such success as they may have 
achieved is probably due rather to their advautages of method incidental to the study of any 
subject of practical interest to the pupil than to any particular subjects included in the 
curriculum. 

Moreover, even if the establishment of these courses by the Agricultural Department is 
justified by the parlous condition of rural education in India, the educational functions q£ 
an Agricultural College oannot be said to be adequately fulfilled by their provision. 

6. The Department does not, however, profess to be satisfied with this policy, which 
it has adopted only as.a makeshift, and it has shown its appreciation of the root* cause of its 
difficultiesdu the 10th and 13th Resolutions passed at the recent meeting of the Board of 
Agriculture at Coimbatore, in which it expresses its dissatisfaction with the education 
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of the country up to the Matriculation Standard, and its wiHinpess to wnfer with the Edu¬ 
cation Department on the question of adapting rural education to rural needs. 

So muoh for the educational difficulties of the Agricultural Department. , 

1 . . . 7 As regards general education, the policy of 

tb. G»v«n>ment of I»d» i. .™.cijled ia the 
Resolution , dated Delhi, 2lst February 1913. Resolution of February 1913, above referred to. 

The necessity for radical reform is concisely admitted in paragraph 19. 

The directions in which improvement will be sought is indicated in paragraphs 22 , 24 
and 25. 

Bat these paragraphs refer to secondary education only, and it is probable that any real 
reform will have to be based on the reforms of education generally, outlined in paragraphs o, 

9 and 11 of the same Resolution. 

For the purposes of this note, the most important principles of the policy outlined by the 
Government of India are :— 

( 1 ) “ The scheme of primary and secondary education for the average scholar should 

„ * steadily, as trained teachers become available, be 

No. 801-C. D . paragraph 8 (2). diverted to more practical ends, e. g., by means of 

manual training, gardening, outdoor observation, practical teaching of geography, school- 
e&oursions, organised tours of instruction, etc. 

And with special reference to secondary education, a school course is to be introduced 

complete in itself and of a modern and practical, 
No. 801-0. D., paragraphs 22 (l) (d) and (e) : c h arac ter freed from the domination of the Matri- 
paragrapbB an . culation examination and leading up to a sohool 

leaving certificate. 

( 2 ) The better training of primary school teachers is to he secured by the provision, 

preferably, as funds permit, of large central normal 
Paragraph i (»). achools " to which adequate practising sohools are 

a necessary adjunct." 

It is intended ultimately to employ only graduates and trained teachers in secondary 

Paragraph 22 (l) (o) and (3,. ? chools ' ““W 0 * improving training col- 

k leges so that trained teachers may be available for 

public and private institutions. 

(3) Facilities for research are to be provided at collegiate centres, for {< Only when 

0 they know the methods of research by which 

aragrop . the knowledge they are to impart is secured and 

tested, are teachers fully equipped for their work in the more advanced stages of education.” 


And from section (tV) of paragraph 11 of the Resolution it is to be inferred that the 
whole Resolution relates primarily to rural education, and that the above principles will bo 
earned out in the light of this consideration. 

While, therefore, the Education Department is confronted with the necessity of diverting 
primary and secondary education to more praotical ends in the manner specified, inoluding 
the elaboration of a comprehensive scheme for training teachers by the provision of practising 
schools and facilities for research ; the Agricultural Department, with similar objects in view, 
is independently contemplating the establishment of what can only be called amateur sohool 
courses ; having found that there is little demand for a purely Agricultural College course, 
while the isolated position of Agricultural Colleges precludes the idea of co-operation with 
0 ther scientific Faculties as in a University institution. 

9. It is from the point of view of this crisis in the development of agricultural and 
general education that the forward movement iu educational theory offers a unique opportu¬ 
nity ; identifying, as it does, general education with the scientific educational use of the 
particular environment—which iu India is usually an agricultural environment. 

I attach a note by Mr. Howlett, who came out to India as an officer in the Education 
Department, showing more precisely the direction taken by the movement referred to. 

Mr. Howlett himself took part in furthering the movement in its initial stages ; it 
has developed greatly since he left England and is now regarded as the coming force in 
education. 


A similar mo vement is taking place in America, with regard specially to rural schools, 
and is referred to on pages 36 to 39 of Dr. Coleman's report on Agricultural Education men¬ 
tioned above, a copy of which report is attached to this note. 

Translated in the terms of the environment of an Indian village child, this movement 
dentifies rural with agricultural education so far as school oourses are concerned, leaving 
6 pecialisation to the separate Faculties of a Collegiate or tFniversity institution. 

10. Under a competent modern educationalist, Agricultural Colleges might, therefore, 
be developed into ideal institutions for giving the special training required by rural sohool 
teachers and scientfic agriculturists; by means of the evolution in oonneotion with eaoh 
college of a complete model English High School, the course in which would provide a 
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foundation for tbe higher education given in the College—a foundation which by common 
consent is not provided by the present primary and secondary education of tbe country. 

It is probable that the impracticability [referred to in paragraph 11 (•») of th* above 
quoted Resolution on Education] of drawing any clear distinction between the curricula 
of rural and of urban primary schools in India, is due to the fact that it has not hitherto 
been practicable to maintain, in India, European educationalists whose interests were prima¬ 
rily rural, and who could revise a suitable system of rural education based on the proper use 
of an agricultural environment If eo, the establishment of Colleges in purely agricultural 
surroundings has removed the principal diffculty by providing a collegiate atmosphere and 
well equipped laboratories under ideally rural conditions, with full facilities for the elabor a- 
tion of a rational system of rural English education. 

11. If a modern educational enthusiast of sufficient experience, specially recruited by the 
Education Department, were attached to each Agricultural College, given the advantage of 
an advisory council of the experts of the Agricultural Department, and allowed a free use of 
the facilities available, he would have an unequalled opportunity for working out such a system 
of education ; with a small class, and with a few picked assistants (perhaps chosen from 
among the Indian officers of the Agricultural Department) whom he would train as he wenc 
along, developing with successive years' classes a complete practising school for the train¬ 
ing of teachers which would, at the same time, become a model High English School. 

The initial demand for the students leaving the school would come from the Education 
and Agriculture Departments ; the practising school, oollegeand farm being used as might 
be necessary or possible to complete the education and apprenticeship of teachers and agricul¬ 
turists. The prospects of the Agricultural Department would probably attract two or three 
of the best studeute every year, while, making due allowance for the rejection of defective 
boys during the long school course under close European supervision, the whole of the 
remainder could doubtless be utilised, either as teachers or clerks, in the Education Depart¬ 
ment. 

But, if the high standard of efficiencyof passed students proved the oourse to be the 
success anticipated, then there need be no anxiety as to the value of school-leaving certificates 
granted at the conclusion of this and of similar courses which would naturally be started 
elsewhere as teachers become available. 

12. Only English eduoation has been referred to here, because the enthusiast who is 
assumed as the foundation of the whole scheme must necessarily be brought out from England 
and, though the earlier stages of the course would have to be conducted (in his presence) in 
the vernacular, by the assistants whom he would have selected for training, it would clearly 
be advantageous to have secondary English classes under his supervision. 

Provision for vernacular continuation schools would be made when a considerable number 

Resolution, paragraph, ll (.«) and 18. of I J ndiaa assistants had been traioed in the new 

system. 

13. The exact functions of the Agricultural Colleges in the scheme have not been 
clearly defined. Opinions probably differ as to how far advanced lectures in the sciences 
of Chemistry and Botany are necessary for rural school teaohers, and for agriculturists ; and 
it might, on the other hand, be necessary, later, to add Faculties in such subjects as manual 
training and mathematics for both classes of students, engineering for agriculturists only ; 
and history and geography for teachers only ; but there woald seem to be no reason why the 
training even or vernacular rural school teachers, whatever form it might take, should not 
become the main objeot of an Agricultural College, pending the development of a demand 
for higher agricultural instruction, which would still be tbe main objeot of the Agricultural 
Department and the ultimate aim of the whole institution. 

When rural education on the one hand has been pnt on a sound basis, and agricultural 
investigation on the other has produced a considerable body of improvements in Agricultural 
technique, the ideal of Agricultural Collegiate education will be purely technical, highly 
specialised courses in Agricultural industries,fruit-growing, dairying, the preparation for 
market and packing of agricultural products generally (fibres, etc.),—all connected with an 
experimental station and a model farm where fresh economies in farm practice are worked out 
and demonstrated. 

That time is not for another 20 years. Meanwhile, the Colleges may well be used as 
the hub of a rural educational system, perhaps to be developed later, in the freedom of a 
rural atmosphere into complete rural Universities with Faculties of Technical Agriculture, 
Education, and Rural Economics, in addition to those of the more fundamental sciences 
already provided for. 

14. But an amateur at education cannot usefully go far into the details of any such 
scheme. The general lines that development might very likely take have merely been indi¬ 
cated here in order to show the possibility of turning the difficulties of the Agriculture and 
Education Departments to account by invoking the help of the recent forward educational 
movement in England. 

The practicability and the exact means of doing so would naturally be settled by a Com¬ 
mittee appointed with special reference to the 13th Resolution of the Board of Agriculture at 
Coimbatore in which that Board gave expression to its anxiety to confer with the Education 
Department on the subject of rural education# 



Such a Committee might represent the three interests concerned, Indian Agriculture and 
Education, and the modern educational movement referred to. 

The names of Sir Alfred Bourne. Dr, Coleman and Messrs. Wuodhou*eand Barnes suggest 
themselves to any one who attended the recent meeting of the Board of Agriculture. Mr. 
Howlett’s note mentions Mr. Dela Fosse as representing modern tendencies iu Indian education 
8n d Mr. Edmond Holmes, formerly Chief Inspector of Elementary Schools in England, who 
would perhaps be the ideal representative of the English movement if bis services could be 
scoured* 

Many of us are too well acquainted with the defects oE the educational system which was 
almost universal in England up to twenty years ago. In itsnnst general aspect this sysfcenq 
seems to be an outcome of the occidental tendency to attach undue importance to the outward 
visible sign, at the expense of the inward spiritual grace ; to look for ■ results, and to rega.d 
them as more important thau the mental condition which produces them. 


I quote from memory from Mr. F. P. Dunne (“Mr. Dooley ) ; who has not inaptly 
described one aspect of the old system, when ha remarks “ It mothers little what ye taehe them 
proyidingye only paake 'it sufficiently onpleasanfc.” The idea was that the “ stubborn child 
had to be dragooned iqto. the performance of certain tasks which had little or no reference to the 
requirements of hia subsequent career, but which had as their ubjeot the lodgment in his mind 
of particular items of information calculated to enable him (and incidentally his teacher and 
his school) to make u a good show ” in the annual examinations. Examiners were naturally 
expected to oonfine their questions to the narrowly delimited boundaries of an official syllabus, 
and in cases where there was reason to susppet an examiner of tendency to stray beyond these 
boundaries it was regarded as a feather in the cap of the teacher if he could.‘‘spot ” the 
probable directi n from which this unfair attack would be delivered, and strengthen the 
defences of his pupils by supplying them with just enough information to fill up that parti¬ 
cular breach iu their mental palisade. ' 


The notion of a palisade leads one naturally to the main distinction between the old and 
the new ideas. In the former no account is taken of the inner contents of the child's mind ; 
that is treated simply as “ ignorance ” which must be covered up and fenced in with such 
information as is thought proper Information is assumed to he synonymous with knowledge, 
and to be the sole criterion of intelligence. A multitude of facts, some of them in more or 
less orderly arrangement and more of them quite uncomlated and unarranged, are “ hammered 
into " the outer layers of ignorance ia those areas which will come into contact, not with the 
necessities of after life, but with the scheduled requirement s of a system which inculcates the 
^fundamental idea that mech a nioal obedience to authority is the only way to success. 

In contrast to these process 36 of palisading the mind with facts applied from the outside, 
modern methods take as their basis and starting-p dnt the ideas already present in the child's 
mind, its knowledge of the ordinary every-day things oE life. This knowledge, scorned by 
the scholastic, already constitutes a considerable b »dy of experience. In extending it the 
teacher takes advantage of the results of psychological research, particularly of enquiries into 
the physiological psychology of attention, and the laws governing the association of 
ideas ? 

The main principles may be said to be as follows : that progress is always from the known 
to the uuknown, new facts and ideas being shown, not as isolated phenomena, but in 
relation to things with which the child is already familiar as being incidents of his ordinary 
environment. From these he is led on to apprehend and comprehend fresh relations more 
extended or more oomplex in character. WLen fresh ideas or relations are to be impressed, 
care is taken that they shall be suitably and firmly associated with what i9 already present in 
the mind, they are presented in such a manner as will secure the maximum amount of 
attention, sometimes by the simultaneous stimulation of the organs of sight, hearing, and 
touch, and sometimes by other methods not dissimilar in principle. 

In the process of extension every opportunity is taken of utilising the natural instincts 
or special abilities of tbe pupil himself, in so far as the encouragement of individuality does 
not interfere with an all-round development ; the pupil in reality educates himself, with the 
teacher’s help, to obtain a view of his own environment at once broader and more detailed 
than anything he would have got by his own unaided efforts ; and this view will moreover be 
based upon a sound body of correlated knowledge (as opposed to disjointed pieces of informa¬ 
tion) fit ti serve as a solid and reliable foundation for subsequent special studies in particular 
directions, 

The consequence of thus reversing Mr. Dooley's method of making the process of educa¬ 
tion attractive, of taking advantage of natural tendencies and natural psychological processes 
in the acquisition of new ideas and the encouragement cf initiative, of consolidating the 
child's experience into an organic whole, and so leading him to a correct mental perspective 
and an unconscious familiarity with the methods of independent thought is twofold. 

It fosters individuality and produces boys with confidence and initiative : the genuineness 
and homogeneity of their knowledge seems in itself to give them character and the habit of 
tackling,a thing honestly. I speak here from personal experience. 

Beyond this there is the undoubted fact that pupils educated by these methods can make 
far more solid progress with far less effort than on the old system. Here also I can speak 
from experience, and can recall a little experiment in which three small Indian children learnt 
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with rapidity to speak English which was rot only good but free from tho ordinary faults 
of accent and ibtofi&'.it n. In England of late yeais really nmaik;.ble results a?e being achieved 
in the teaching of modern languages, mathematics, geograj hy, and natural science generally> • 

and there (an le !itt)e doubt that an up-to-date enthusiast would find in Iud<a material with 
which excellent results might be achieved. 

It might be objected that mitlw ds which are excellcnt'at Home mHy nevertheless be a 
con paraiive failure in India. In the prefect instance this is unlikely to be true, since it is the 
chid’? envir* nn ent whi(h is the b»ikb< ne of the whole leaching, and which provides all along 
the tcw material (of familioT facts ai d ideas) whith is to be worked upland cc mbined in his 
brain. The environment cann< t fail therefore to determine to some extent tLe nature of the 
fii ished product, and it would be futile to attempt to give a Tural education in any but a rural 
environment: the meth<d6 themselves, however, are applicable under any conditone, so long 
as the teacher himself hr g a sufficient knowledge of these conditions, and this amount of 
knowledge wtu!d not be difficult to acquire. 


Note by Me. Howlbtt bbpbbbed to in pabagbaph 9 op Mb. Dobbs' noth. 

The success of a scheme such as that suggested by Mr. Dobbs would naturally depend to 
a considerable extent on the choice of really suitable meu at the 6tart, and this choice would 
have to be made in England. While tfce Indian advisory committee should naturally not be 
overweighted with officers who have had no opportunity of keeping abreast of the latest 
developments, it should include at least one member possessed of a wide and intimate knowledge 
of primary education in India. In this connection the name of Mr. Dela Fosse suggests itself as 
that of a sympathetic and practical administrator in touch with modern notions. As an adviser 
in the matter of appointments from England of suitable teaching experts, it would probably 
be difficult to suggest one Vetter qualified than Mr. Edmond Holm.es, formerly of the Home 
(Education) Depaitment, and very well known in educational circles for his able championship 
of reform in methods of teaching. 
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No. 44, dated Simla, the 13th January 1916. 

From—F. Noyce, Esq., I.C.S., Under Secretary to the Government of India, De¬ 
partment of Revenue and Agriculture, 

To—The Agricultural Adviser to the Government of India. 

1 am directed to inform you that the Government of India have invited 
the Honourable Mr. Lalubhai Samaldas, C.I.E., Bombay, and Rai Jawala Prasad 
Bahadur, Government Pleader, Arrah, to attend the Conference on Agri¬ 
cultural Education to be held at Pusa on the 4 th February next, and that 
they are pleased to sanction the grant to each of these gentlemen of the 
usual travelling and halting allowances admissible under the Civil Service 
Regulations to a first class gazetted officer. 

2 . I am also to say that the Government of India authorise you to meet 
the expenditure on this account as well as any other expenses in connexion 
with the Conference itself, as distinct from the meeting of the Board of agricul¬ 
ture, by reappropriation from savings anticipated in the budget estimates of 
the Imperial Department of Agriculture in India for the current year under the 
head of “ Salaries of gazetted officers ”. The necessary reappropriation state¬ 
ment should be submitted to this Department in due course. 


No. 45- 

Endorsed by the Government of India, Department of Revenue and Agriculture. 
Copy forwarded to the Finance Department, for information. 

t Telegram No. 24 I-C., dated Delhi, the 18 th January 1916 . 

From—F. Noyce, Esq., I.C.S., Under Secretary to the Government of India, De¬ 
partment of Revenue and Agriculture, 

To—The Chief Secretary to the Government of the United Provinces. 

Your demi-official No. 92 -C., 16 th instant. Attendance of de la Fosse at 
Pusa on 4 th February not essential but it is hoped it may be possible for him to 
come either on 5 th or 6 tlr. 


No. 8. 


No. 264-C.-277-C., dated Delhi, the 21 st January 1916. 

From—R. A. Mant, Esq., I.C.S., Secretary to the Government of India, Depart¬ 
ment of Revenue and Agriculture, 


To —1 


1. B. Coventry, Esq., C.I.E., Agricultural Adviser to the Government 

of India. 

2 . G. F. Keatinge, C.I.E., Director of Agriculture, Bombay. 

3 . J. MacKenna, Esq., I.C.S., Deputy Commissioner, Myaungmya, 

4 . A. C. Dobbs, Esq., Deputy Director of Agriculture, Bihar and Orissa. 

5 . R. W. B. C. WOOD, Principal, Agricultural College, Coimbatore, 

Madras. 

6 . D. CLOUSTON, Esq., DeputyvDirector of Agriculture, Central Provinces' 

7. G. Clarke, Esq., Agricultural Chemist, United Provinces. 

8. J. H. Barnes, Esq., Agricultural Chemist and Principal, Lyallpur. 

9. The Hon'ble Mr. C. DE LA FOSSE, Director of Public Instruction, 

United Provinces. 

to. S. H. Fremantle, Esq., C.I.E., Collector of Allahabad. 

11 . The Hon'ble Mr. J. G. Comming, C.I.E., Bengal. 

12. The Hon'ble Mr. H. Sharp, C.S.I., C.I.E. 

13 . The Hon’ble Mr. Lalubhai Samaldas, C.I.E.,* Bombay. 

14. Rai Jawala Prasad Bahadur, Arrah. 


I am directed to send you herewith a copy of the heads for discussion at 
the Conference on Agricultural Education which will meet at Pusa on the 4 th 
February next. 
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Strial No. 4. 


List of, subjects to be discussed at the Conference on * Agricultural Education 
to be held at Pusa, on February 4th, 1916. 

Agricultural Colleges— 

1. Should the objective of the Agricultural Colleges be merely the provision 

of suitable candidates for service in the Agricultural Department or. 
should they aim at providing a liberal and scientific education in 
Agriculture which would be as complete as possible and would 
attract not only students who aspire to the higher posts in the 
Agricultural Department, but others who wish to take up higher 
studies and research work in Agriculture for their own sake ? 

2. Is it possible to combine both these aims, and if so, would it be an 

advantage if the Colleges were affiliated to the different Universities? 

3. If both aims were combined, is the best method of procedure the 

combination of a two years’ course, intended mainly for candidates 
for subordinate posts in the Agricultural Department, with a fur* 
ther course of a more scientific character which would lead up to 
the full diploma or to. a B_. Sc. degree, the total length of the two 
courses being about four years ? 

4. Is it-desirable that any instruction in the vernacular should be given 

at the Agricultural Colleges either in the form of the two years’ 
course referred to in (3) or in that of short vernacular courses 
outside the ordinary colleges courses intended for the sons of 
Zamindars and others farming their own lands ? 

Agricultural Instruction for Agriculturists— 

1. Should the idea of giving an agricultural tinge to elementary education 

generally in Primary Schools be definitely abandoned ? 

2. If so, is it desirable that there should be any general extension of the 

Bombay system of vernacular agricultural schools both in tlie 
Bombay Presidency itself and in other provinces. 

3. Should such schools be controlled entirely by the Agricultural Depart¬ 

ment or by the Agricultural Department in co-operation with the 
Education Department ? How should the teaching staff for them 
be recruited ? 

4 . In what ways can the cultivator who is working his own land be educated 

or continue his education in Agriculture ? Are demonstration and 
instruction on the Agricultural Department’s own forms sufficient 
and are they preferable to vernacular or agricultural courses in 
connexion with the Agricultural Colleges ? 

Press Communique. 

Dated Delhi, tke^eist January 1916 
Question of Agricultural Education. 

The, question of Agricultural Education has for some time been under the 
fconsideration of the Government of India, and in order to obtain the advice of 
experienced officers of all the Departments concerned as well as of non-official 
gentlemen who have taken a special interest in the subject, it has been decided 
to convene a small informal conference at Pusa on the 4th of February, 1916* 
under the presidency of the Hon’ble Mr. C. H. A. Hill, C.S.I., C.I.E., to discuss 
the subject in all its bearings. The main, questions which will come under the 
consideration of the Conference are as follows :— 

1. Agricultural Colleges .—The objective of the Agricultural Colleges, 
whether they shpu|d aim merely at the provision of suitable candidates 
for service in the Agricultural Department, or also at providing a; 
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liberal and scientific education in Agriculture with a view to en¬ 
couraging higher studies and research work ? 

2. The affiliation of the Colleges to Universities. 

3. The course of study to be pursued at the Colleges. 

4. Instruction in the vernacular at the Colleges or outside the ordinary 

College courses. 

5. Agricultural Education for agriculturists. —The abandonment of the 

idea of giving an agricultural tinge to elementary education in 
Primary Schools. 

6. The extension of the Bombay system of vernacular Agricultural 

Schools. „ • 

7. The control of such schools and the recruitment of the teaching 

staff. 

8. The education of the cultivator who is working his own land. 

2. The following gentlemen will probably attend the Conference— 

1. The Hon’ble Mr. C. H. A. Hill, C.S.I., C.I.E., President. 

2. Mr. B. Coventry, C.I.E., Agricultural Adviser to the- Government of 

India. 

3. Mr. G. F. Keatinge, C.I.E., Director of Agriculture, Bombay. 

4. Mr. J. MacKenna, I.C.S., Deputy Commissioner, Myaungmya. 

5. Mr. A. C. Dobbs, Deputy Director of Agriculture, Bihar and Orissa. 

6. Mr. R. W. B. C. Wood, Principal, Agricultural College, Coimbatore, 

Madras. 

7. Mr. D. Clouston, Deputy Director of Agriculture, Central Provinces. 

8. Mr. G. Clarke, Agricultural Chemist, United Provinces. 

9. Mr. J. H. Barnes, Agricultural Chemist and Principal, Lyallpur. 

10. The Hon’ble Mr. C. F. de la Fosse, Director of Public Instruction, 

United Provinces. 

11. Mr. S. H. Fremantle, C. I. E., Collector of Allahabad. 

12. The Hon’ble Mr. J. G. Cumming, C.I.E., Bengal. 

13. The Hon’ble Mr. H. Sharp, C.S.I., C.I.E. 

14. The Hon’ble Mr. Lalubhai Samaldas, C.I.E., Bombay. 

15. Rai Jawala Prasad Bahadur, Arrah. 
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Dated Arrah, the 2 nd February 1916 . 

From— Rai Bahadur Jawala Prasad, B.A., L.L.B., Judge-designate, Patna High 
Court, Arrah, 

To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Revenue and, 
Agriculture. 

I am in receipt of your demi-official No. 21 i-C., dated the 7th ultimo. 

I am much obliged to Government of India for having invited me to,take 
part in the Agricultural Conference at Pusa on the 4th February, 1916. But 
for the High Court opening and other ceremonies connected therewith on the 
3rd and my previous engagement at Benares on the 4th. m connection with the 
Foundation Stone Ceremony of the Hindu University, I would have been very 
glad to avail myself of the invitation. As it is, I extremely regret having to deny 
myself the honour of being present at the Conference which I am sure will 
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conduce to the betterment of the present condition of agricultural education. 
The subjects proposed to be taken up are of vital importance— 

(a) There is, no doubt, a great difficulty in securing qualified teachers to 

impart agricultural tinge to elementary education in Primary 
Schools. This may be a very strong reason to disassociate it from 
the curriculum of Primary Schools but 1 am strongly of opinion that 
agricultural education to be useful to the country must be diffused 
broadly in the-agricultural classes in the rural areas. Not only 
will it impart a scientific tone to the present mode of cultivation 
whereby the maximum of benefit will be derived from a minimum 
of labour and cost, but the empirical and. practical knowledge that 
• village cultivators possess as a matter of hereditary instinct will 

give very valuable information to the Agricultural Department 
which can be reduced into scientific formulae. I, therefore, think 
that in separating the Agricultural education from the. Primary 
Schools vigorous attempts should be made to start in important 
rural centres, Primary schools for agricultural education. 

( b ) 1 think that the experiments in Bombay of organising agricultural 

schools should be extended to other Provinces, and would add that 
simple lessons on agriculture in vernacular should be distributed 
broadcast among the agricultural population. I know that the 
village education as regards the 3 R’s is fast progressing and that 
small pamphlets on sanitation distributed in the villages by the 
District and Local Boards have been widely read and utilized by 
the people. 

(c) I am against the affiliation of Agricultural Colleges to the existing 

Universities for the reasons stated in your letter under reply as 
well as for various other reasons that 1 need not discuss here in 
detail. 1 certainly do think that there should be a separate Univer¬ 
sity for agricultural education which may not be possible to be 
found in a near future but it should always be kept in view. The 
fusion of all the branches of education into one University impedes 
progress and compromises the efficiency and the ideal of one 
another. 

Referring to the list of subjects to be discussed at the conference received 
in your No. 277-C., dated the 21st ultimo I think the views given aibove will 
cover those questions also. I shall be obliged if you- kindly send me a copy of 
the proceedings. I have read with pleasure and profit the pamphlets received 
with your No. 59-C., dated the 27th November 1915. 


Serial Not 6. Dated Arrah, the nth February 1916 . 

From—R ai Bahadur Jawala Prasad, B.A., L.L.B., Judge designate, Patna 
High Court, ' 

To—The Secretary, Agricultural and Revenue Department, Government of India, 
Delhi. 

1 have the honour to v forward to you a letter from one Munshi Laxmi Narain, 
Pleader, Aurangabad. I think his Magazine “ Grihastha” should be encouraged 
by the department if approved. He is willing to improve the paper and to pub¬ 
lish such information as the department considers useful for the Agricultural 
classes. The public bodies seem to have found it useful as well as the education 
department as will appear from the Director of Public Instruction’s letter No. 
17779-782M P. 26*15, dated 23rd September 1915, to the Inspector of Schools, 
0 Patna Division (copy enclosed). 

I shall feel highly obliged by your kindly sending me the full report of the 
proceedings of the Pusa Conference and of the resolutions passed thereat. I 
have, no doubt, read them with very great interest in the papers and most of 
them appeared to me commeindably practical. 
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1 regret very much my inability, on account of previous engagements to 
attend the Conference as explained in my last letter of the 2nd instant which I 
believe reached you in time. It was a surprise that two important functions at 
Benares and at Pusa should have been held on the same date. 

I have lately been to some of the villages in this district and I have gauged 
the feelings of the people and I think an experimental Agricultural School near 
Behea in this district can with profit to the public and to the department be 
started. 


Demi-official, dated Aurangabad, the 29 th January 1916 . 

From— Munshi Laxmi Narayan, Pleader, Aurangabad, 

To— Rai Bahadur Jawala Prasad, Arrah. 

I am glad to learn that you are one of the members of the Conference for 
Agricultural Education in India to be held on 4th proximo. 

To impart agricultural education to the masses it is necessary to supply 
them free of cost some Hindi pamphlets or magazine dealing in agriculture. 

I have started a Hindi Monthly Magazine, called “ Grihastha ” which deals 
in Agriculture, Industry and Co-operation—it is being subscribed by the District 
Boards for their Schools—by the Registrar, Co-operative Societies and by Cen¬ 
tral Banks and Societies as well as by the Director of Agriculture. I give a copy 
of the letter of the Director of Public Instruction lor your kind perusal which 
will give you an idea of how the paper is being appreciated by the officials and 
the public. 

I shall improve the paper in any way desired by the Agricultural Department. 
May I hope that you will kindly patronize the paper and if the Conference ap- 
prbve of any Hindi periodical being promulgated by the department in the masses 
it may be pleased to grant a chance to “ Grihastha. ” This shall oblige me, 
most highly. _ 


•Not received. 


P.S.— I am sending an application* to the 
President of the Conference. 


Copy of letter No. 17779-782-4 P. 26-15, dated the 93rd September 19/5, 
from the Director of Public Instruction, Bihar and Orissa, to the Inspector 
of Schools, Patna Division. 

I have the honour to draw your attention to a monthly Hindi Magazine named 
" Grihastha” which is being produced by Lakhashimi Narayan Lall, Honourary 
Organiser and Deputy Chairman of the Aurangabad Central Bank. The Maga¬ 
zine is written in very simple language and its object is to encourage co-operation 
and to bring about the agricultural and industrial regeneration of India, as well as 
to spread the knowledge of sanitation and Hygiene. The cost is only Re. 1 
per annum plus postage. It is suggested that the paper might be useful to 
Vernacular Schools, in your Division. 


j No. 343 'C., dated Delhi, the 22 nd February 1916 . Serial No 7 . 

From— The Hon’blb Mr R. A. Mant, I.C.S., Secretary to the Government 
of India, Revenue aod Agricultural Department, 

To—R ai Bahadur Jawala Prasad, B.A., L.L.B., Judge-designate, Patna High 
Court, Arrah. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters, dated the 2nd and 
nth February 1916, respectively, and to say that they will receive due attention 
when the report of. the proceedingsrfcf the Agricultural Conference held at Pusa 
on the 4th instant is received. * 

414ft AD—50-ij-J-ifr^GCBP Simla 
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